
CHAPTER 2

RBVIEW OF LITERATURE

This chapter reviews on related fteories, wfrict cover the theory of

trmsformdional grammr md lexical fs*nee.

2.1 lcvlcw of lclrtcd Thcorlct

According to Dianns D Bornstein, people have the ability to produco or

understand an infinite number of serfences in laoguage. This ebility refers to

"cotryetance''. One of the frctors thd involve in coryotence is the ability to

recognize the ambiguity. There ue two tlpes of ambiguity. First is lexicat

mbiguity. I*xicrl mbiguity oocltr€ $fren a word hag sevoral memings. For

exaryle: a sEntence Jim caught a fly woutd harre diferent meanings,

depeoding on whether the codext were a besebsll game or a picnic. Here, in

malyzing the lerical mbiguity in the rticlee of HeIIo Engligh magazine the

writer elso looks at the context so she know the intended meaning of a word.

Another tlpe of embiguity is the g0ucturel usiguity becurse it is bsed on

the structure, ufrich occrrB uftan a word or I grorry of words can modift or
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refer to more than one word For exarylo, a sentence John painted the car in

the garage cm mean "John painted the cr rhat is in the f,s?ge" (wifr *in the

gamge" modiSing "cd'), or "John did the painting of the cr in the grage,'

(wi& "in the grage" modified "painted'). In order to know the different

meaning ons ehould percoivo 0re two ekuctures. Bornstein urggeets to use a

hursformdional grarmil for this phenomona since bansformational

grammtr consists oftwo levele for eaoh seotenco. Those two levels re adeep

stuctu€ that represents the laennin& and a swface stsucture that represents

the sound beca"ee nilren a gurface skucturs ralates to more than one deop

stsuchtre, it is the case ofambigurty.

Backing rry the Diano'e theory of tansformational grarlmatr, An&ew

Radford in his book Traneformational Grammr says that all sedencee have a

categorical constifuent etucture. All sedences re hierrchicatly structgred

out of words urd plnases, md eaph of the cornponent words md phases in a

eerfenco belongr to a specific cdegory. Thie is illustated by mesng of tree

diagrams; called'lhaee mrkerd' ufrich show the hiertrchical stnrstnre of

the sentence. It elso provides avisual repesentation of the plnase structure of

the setrteoce.

An example ofthe labeled he diqgrm:
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(Abbrevidions: s = clnuee/sersence; M = Modal; D = Determiner; ADV =

Adverb; P = Prrposition; PP = prepositional plrase; N = Nouq, Np : Noun

Phase; V = Verb; VP - Verb Phage; ADJ: Adjective; ADJp: Adiectival

I[rase)

The tlpe of lseled tee diagrm above is referred to ag a phasc mukm

(P-mrker), becanse it mulc the hieruchical grotping of word ir*o plnases,

md phases into gentences. From the labeled tee, here re two level

categories. They are word-level categories md ptnasal categories.

2.l.l.Phraso- I\f,ryksr

2. l. l. l. lford-level categories

lvords bolong to vrious categories of different tlpos like Noun,

verb, Adjective, Adverb, preposition, and Modar (Auxiliry). There re

morphologicel evidences concenu the fact thnt certain tlpes of inflection

daoh only to spocific cdogories.

a ilouns

Nouns can bs chrasterized in terms of shared feduree, srch as ufrother

thry re proper or common (John" boy), concrete or abstract (booti, tsuth),

coudeble or uncountdle (pebble, smd), humrn or non-humao (boy, cd),

md animde or inanimate (dog car)

b. Verbs

English verbe can bs divided ido the copula (be); linking verbe (soorn"

becomo); inhansitive verbs (walh eleop), bmsitive verbs (see, hit), verbs

thet take two objects, a direct object srd sr indirect object (buy, teach),

etc. verbs in English also havo five distinct forms: they har.e an
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unidected base form, and four diferent inflections (the present tense -e,

past tense -d puticiple -n, md genrnd -ing inflections). However, there

re some verbs trat do not have regularity English inflectional

morphology. They re irregulr paet or prticiple form of vorbe such & go,

wenf gone, speelg epoke, spoken, etc.

c.,4djective

The eramples ofadjectives re clever, kin4 ma{ nioo, etc.

d. Adverb

Adverbs can be added to most sentences, such aB fundnrnentllly, early,

etc. Adverbs re clnnsified into four tlpes of adverbs thd re edverbs of

manner (good), adverbs of place (ftoro, here), adverbs of time (yesterday,

today), and adverbs offrequency (more,loas).

e. Modal

The Aux. (nrxiliry) cur be qrittsn as a modal arriliry (shoutd will,

may, etc.).

2. 1. 1.2. Phasal cdegories

Just as words belo4g to diferent calegories, so do plnases. The

word-level categories cm be eryanded into phasal catogories by uaing

ptrrase gtructure nrleg. The phasal cdegories re aE follu,rn: Noun phase,

verb Phrase, Adjective Plnase, Adverb Plrare, md prepositional phrase.

a ]rloun Phrase

A grory of words is celled a noun phase when the headword (mein

word) is anoun or pronowl The noun phese cm consist of e singlo noun

or pronourt, or of anoun or pronoun wift modifier. For oraryle:

1 0
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b. Verb Phrase

The verb phase is $fton mainword ie averb. For inghco: spe* rdhsr

rudely to his mother, close tre door, give aprerent to Fany, etc.
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c.,4djecttve Phrase

The adjective phase is a phaso whose head in each caso ic m

adjective, zuch as handsome man, proud of her, kindness to Mry, etc

d.,4dverb Phmse

The adverb phuo ie whsn main word is adverb. The exarryle of adverb

ptrase is shown in the followiqg example.
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e. Prepositional Ph rase

The prepositiond phase is agrorp ofwords when the qein word is a

prepositional and thd together wifrr its I{P corrylement, for instance on the

top shel{, to that girl, etc.

p / \ up
----*-----

On the boat

2.1.2.The using oftee diagrm in generating the anbiguity

The theory ofhansformstional grammr, as the uriter mentione above,

is fte best way to generde the ambiguous sentence eo that the meaning of an

mrbiguoue sentence will be cler because sre bmsforrndionat grammr

clariliee each of the constituents that a sentence has. By rring

tansformational grammr, tho writor hopefully can show where he

mbiguity ry'petrE wtrether it rypers in noun phase, in verb phase, in

adverb plnaso, or in ofter prt of a eontence. For exanpla: The president

cottld not rotify the trcdy has two irserpretations. If this arrbiguous sentence

is generated by using tsrrsformstionat grammr, the different meening of the

sentence will bo shown clerly.

The anrbiguous sentence above cm be clrified as beloqr:

xP vp

N

A
could not

A
The prosident

l 2

A
dify the tredy
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The president

From the sentence above, it is cloar 6* the constituent VP (rdify thc

feafy) constructs the ambiguity. For the seffence a the negilive, not,

modifies the Model, could,frrthe sentence b,not, modilies the VP (ratify the

f€afy). Thus, the sentence d meens thd what the preeident could not do is

rdify the bedy, whareas, the meming of sontence b is hat ufiat the presidod

could do is not ratify the beaty. Therefore, hanforndional grammr is

appropndo to drow tre diffErmt meaning in the unbiguous eentence eince

Fmsformdiond grammtr uses a labeled bee-diagrmr to ghow the deep

stuchres of the ambiguour sentences have.

Ftom the two theories oftansformational grammtr, Bornstcin's theory

md Radford's fteory, the writer combines both of the theory. In Bornstein, a

tbory of taneformational grammr, the constituent sfuchre of eentence

consisb ofaNounPlnase and a Verb Phrase. The Verb Plnase consists of an

Auriliry" a Verb, sd aNoun Phase. The Auxiliry consids of aTense and

aModal as m option In other word &e auxiliuy cur only consist of a tense

or it can consist ofatense and a modal. While, the theory of tsusformational

grilnmarbyRadford the congtituent sbucture of sentence consiets of aNoun

Pbrase, ur Auxiliry, md a Verb Phase. The uriter combines thern If a

sentonce has amodal, ehe uses the thoory of Radford However, if a eentence

doee not have a modal, the writer uses Bornstein's theory.
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Beeides the hee diagrarns of the deep sbucturer in generding the

anrbiguous sentence, there is additional 0reory which shows the differeoce

meaning in lexical mrbiguity. The writer blres the theory from Jacobs' md

Rosenbaum'a theory aborfr the lexical features. The uee of lexical items for a

word drat hes more than one meaning in the dcep structrre helps tlre reeders,

know the intended meaning of the word. The use of lexical iterns is shown as

in brackets below:

\IP

v A x p

I{P

Joo

I
rok

l ' *n )
| - collunon I
| + concrctc I

[.** J
(<- commor> referring to uncommon nouq <* concrets) reforring

to eomething concrete, <+ animde> referring to animate5- animate>

referring to inanimde, <+ VB> referring to verbal, <+ V> refe'rring to verb,

<* artion> referring to astion verb, <+ Def,' referring to definite).

22.Roviow of Rclrtcd $tudy

The writer revierrls Silvia Hrtono'g reserch (1999) entitled 'The

Stsuctural Ambiguity inNews Headlinog on the Jaharta Posf'. kr the study of

the structural mbiguity in nows headlines on the Jakarta Posf, silvia
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malyzes 40 strucfurelly ambiguous newg headlines. she claseifios be newe

headlines into two, noun phrase md seotence of adverbial place.

Silviafinde &at there re tlnee different syntactic gtruchnes in the Noun

Ptrase. The three syntactic stucture of Noun Plrase of the news headlines

re adjoctive * noun * noun head noun * noun * noun head, and determiner

*noun * noun head She analyzes each ofthe syntactic structure andprovides

each of them with saryles. There re si$een exaryles of the Noun Phase of

the first syntactic structure. However, Silvia only clrifies fte five anrbiguous

news hoadlines qfrers the rest hsve not been clrified becruse ffrey harre the

similarmodel ofsyntactic stucture as ftose Iive exaryles.

Second model of the syntactic stuchre of Noun Plrase has two

modifiers ffrat both of the modifiers tre trouns. she aleo clrifies five news

headlines in explaining the Noun Phrase.

The next syntactic etrucfure of Noun Plnass is determinsr * noun *

noun haad" she clrifies two news headlines becouse she ouly finda two

struchnally anrbiguous news headlines, ufrich have thie kind of nyntactic

sFucture.

Another type of sFucturally arnbiguous news headlineg is in the form of

sentence with an adverbial place. silvia only gives five news headlines and

then clrifiee ftem.

In analyzing the skuctrnally ambiguous news headlines on the Jalmrta

Posr, silvia uses fte theory ofTransformalional Grammar. She clrilies each

of the structrnally ambiguous newe headlines using fee diagrarn She uses

qualitative methods in looking for the stucturally ambiguous news headlines
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on the Jakarta Posr trd she analyzes the stsuctually ambiguour news

headlines in term ofquality.

Though the study of the structurally ambiguous news headlines thd

silvia Hstono did, fte writer geb irprtr on the theory and the methods that

Silvia did" h analyzing the ambiguoru sentences, the writer also clrifies fre.

rnbiguous sentences using tee diagrams in applylng the theory of

bsrsformati onel granm r.

In the study, the writer clarilies both tlpes of ambiguity, lexical

mrbiguity and stuctural anrbiguity, wtrile Silvia only clarifies &e skuctural

mbiguity. The writer wmts to know the deep stsuctures of sFuctural

rnbiguity and the deep shuctures of lexical mrbiguity, qillereas Silvia is

curious in finding the syntactic sfuctrres thd conshrct the struchral

ambiguity. In silvia's std(y, she uses news headlines of rfte Jakarta post as

her source of data, while the rryritor takEs the rticles of Hello Englistl

magaeine as her source of dda Another difference between the writer's

sbdy and Silvia's strdy is trat the writer analyzes sentenccs in the uticle of

Hello English magaeine, while Silvia uralpes news headlines of the Jakarta

Post in wtrich the newg headlines re eiher aphase of a seotence.
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