
t (

CH,4PTER III

The Femalc chmacters' Eryrktnce of rllusions and
Disillusianment in "The G sden P artt',,,Hs F irst

Ball"r"Bliss" frnd'Miss Brill,,

As the writer hrs meationed ir the previous chapter,

d.isillusionment re{ers to the state or condition of someone whose plersant

bnt mistaken belie{s are destroyed (Longman,2iT}. people may have

pleasant but mistaken beliefr about somethiag or someone, knowr as

illusion. Because of illusion, people may rcgsrd their five as beautiful and

pleasant. Un{ortnnately, people who live in illnsion, can be disillusioned.

from their pleasant but mistaken beliel to the disagreeable reality.

Katherine Mansfield, one of modern rwiters, has elevrted the experience

of disillusionment in her stories that the thesis writer is going to analyze:

"The Garden Party", 'T{er First Ball", "Bliss" and "Miss Brilf,. In these

storiee Katherine Mans{ield portays the experience o{ ttre female

characters EE women who are delnded by their illueionarv world and.
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mistaken beliefs. Throngh a certain moment in their live, their pleasant

illusions are destroyed. To reveal the experience of disillusionment in

these stories, the writer will emphasize the analysis on the character of the

Iemale characters, the Iemale characters' incid.ents with other chartcters,

and the setting of the stories which reveal the characters, experimce oI

disillusionment.

3,L The lzlrocance Chnracterstic of the Fenale Charasters which Lead

Them into Disillusionmmt

The characterization oI the {emale characters in these four stories

determines their experieace o{ disillusionment. To reveal the experience

o{ disillusionmst, Katherine Mrn#ield presmts her {€mrle characters

with siglificant cheracteristic. Although the Iemale characters she chooses

are various in ages and. ntatus, they have rignificant characteristic whirh

cause them to undergo similar experience. Laura comes from big family

ia upper class {amily. Meanwhile, Leila in "Her First Ball" is a timid and

shy gid who lives in a lonely country home up to her age. The other

characters, Bertha Yotng and Miss Brill are adult. However, they also

come {rom diferent backgrouad. Bertha Young is a young housewile

who lives in a rich lamily, meanwhile Miss Brill is an old. spinster who

Iives alone in a dark and narrow apartment. However, as women, they

are depicted as innocent and nalve. Laura in "The Garden party" and
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Leila in "Her First Ball" are girls who start to move lrom their innocence

to a more mature girls who learn new Iacts ol li[e. Meanwhile, Bertha

Young in "Bli$s" and Miss Brill in "Mise Brill' are depicted as two adults

who still possess the characteristic o{ being innocmt. Because of their

innocence, they are also easily deluded by their own illusion or mietakm

belief created by the pleasant situation. Therefore, they become people

who are rura'ware of the rcality. Lanra is deluded by the happiness she

gete in the garden party and is uraware either of the conditon of the poor

people who live below her honse and o{ the clasc distinction behveen the

rich and the poor. Similar to Laura, Leih {eels excessive happinese

because of the first ball she attends and believes that the ball promises her

eternal happiness. The other two adult characters are also easily absorbed

ia their illusionary world. Bertha Young, the happy wife in "Bliss", thinks

that life in her thirties i$ full of contentedness and satis{action.

Meanwhile, Miss Brill, rn old spinster in the last story, is deluded by the

happiness in the park, in which she thinks that she is an "actress" who

play her role every Snnday in the park with other people.

Regardless o{ di{{g1ent ages and status, the main characters in these

Iour stories have similar characteristic which is shown by their innocence.

As the writer has mentioned in the previous chapter, an innocent person

refers to a person who knows nothing o{ evil or wrong or {oolishly simple.

Moreover', according to Postman, an innocent person is someoae who is
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protected and shielded from certaia kind o{ in{ormation (postmaa,99).

The female characters in these stories, are elso d.epicted as innocent

women, Laurn, the teenage gfulin "The Garden party", is depicted as an

innocent girl who has her own ideals about life. Since she gror r$ up in an

upper class family who always experience happiness, she hrs no

knowledge abont the conditioa o{ the poor people who live below her

house. Moreover, the society where Laura lives imposes class ,listinction

between the npper claeo people and the lower class people. However, as

an innocent girl Laura is not aware o{ this distinction and feels that all

people have the sarne statns. Up to her age, Laura is protected. and.

shielded lrom the reality outside her house. Therefore, she is also

flnaware of the conditon of the poor p€ople who live below her house.

Since she has never dealt with thoee people, she does not know their real

condition. The prove that she hae anything to do with people fuom lower

class can be seen when she has to deal with the workmen, people from the

lower class who arrange the marquee for the garden party in Laura's

house' Lauta's attitude toward the workmen shows that she is not used to

dealing with a person coming Irom the lower class:

'Good morning,' she said, copying her mother's voice. But

that sounded so {earfully affected that she was ashamed, and
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stammered like a little girl,'Oh-er-have you come - ie it about

the marquee?'  (66).

In dealing with the workmen, Laura tries to im.mitate her mother's

attitude toward people from lower clase society. However, since she is

not used. to rloing it, she {eels awkward in adopting her mother's attitude.

Moreover, she is also not used to hearing the language which the

workmen use to speak to her, When a workman rnggest the place that

will give "a bang slap in the eye", she is wondering whether it is quite

respectful {or a workman to talk to her using mch a word (67). For the

workman, the words are common. However, {or su.ch a nalve girl hke

Liura, his words $eem rnd.e and cannot be understood.

As an innocent SirL Laura is deluded from seeing the real condition

of the poor people who Hve trelow her honse. In this story, Larrfl's

unawareness of the reahty is also caused. by the happinees she is

experimcing while preparing {or the garden party. The garderr party

gives Laura momentaty happiness which causes her to be unaware of the

condition o{ the poor people, At the end of the story, when Laura is going

to the uttle cottage where the family of the dead cader dwell, she is still

under the inlluence of the happiness she gets from the grrden party:
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Here she was going down the hill to somewhere where s man

lay dead, and she could. not realize it. Why couldn't she? She

stopped a mirute. And it seemed to her that kisses, tinkling

qpoons, laughter, the smell of cmsherl gracs werE somehow

ilside her, She had no room lor rnything dse. How strangel

She looked up at the pale sky and all she thought was."yes. it

was the most successful party.

Lnnra's happinees because of the gard.en pafiy conses her to be absorbed

by her own illusion. Her illus"ion, in turns, c&use6 her to be unaware o{

the reality . Her heart is {illed with the happiness she experierces fuom

the grrden prrty. TherEIore, she starts to forget about her plan o{ visiting

the d.ead carter's Iamily in the [ttle cottage where the poor people live.

Her innocence and her happiness because of the garden party have

deluded her to see the real condition of poor people.

Similar to Laura, Leila in "Her First Balf' also has a natnre o{ being

an innocent girl In addition, het existmce as a lonely gid who lives in a

quiet and isolated country home, has caused her to be a naive girl who

knows nothing o{ the outer world. Her nppearflnce as an innocent girl

can be seen in her attitude when she goes to the ball Ior the {irst time in

her life. Up to her age, Leila lives in a quiet and lonely country home.

Therefore, her experience in the ball with her city cousins has opened
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Leila's nflrrow world. However, since she hrs never gone to the ball

belore, her attitude looks diJ{erent Irom her city cousins. she shows

excessive happinese on her way to the ball. she tries not to smile too

much and she tries not to care, but every single thing is so new ald.

exciting to her (192). unconsciously, Leila starts to be deluded with the

outward glamorous ahnoqphere of the ball. since she is an innocent girl,

she knows nothing o{ evil or wrong. since she is de1ud.ed. by the beauty o{

the ball, she thinks that all the peopre in the ball are lovely:

Dark grrls, {air girls, were patting their hair, tying ribbons

agai:r, tucking handkerchie{ down the {ronts o{ their bodices,

smoothing marble - white glorrgs. And becruse they were a1l

laughing, it seemed to Leila that they were all lovely (1g4).

Leila does not realize that the people she meets in the ball are actually not

lovely as she thinks. However, the atmosphere o{ the balt has caused. her

to see everything as beautiful and pleasant.

As an innocent girl who is deluded by her happiness, Leila has

changed from a shy little girl to be a girln'ho {ee1s a rnsh of joy (195). she

looks to the dancing ballroom with a full ad.oration of $omeone who has

ilever come to that place before and she thinks that all she sees rnd

experiences as "simply heavenly" (195). Moreover, she believes thrt
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through the ball, she thotght that her ltfe hns chnnged nnd she wil l get

eternal happiness:

It seemed to her thrt she hrd never known what the night was

like be{me. Up till now it had been dark, silent, beautifully

very o{tm-oh,yes-but mournful somehow. Solemn. And now

it would never be like that again - il had opened dazzling

bright (199)

Throngh Leila's thought, the writer perceives that Leila believes her futnre

willbe "dazzlhgbright" after she comes to the brll. She starts to forget

her quiet and lonely wodd of country home and to be dduded by the

short or momentary happiness o{ the ball. However, a$ a nalve girl Leila

thinks that the ball would give her eternal happiness . She even 1ays her

Iuture happiness on the ball which she delights

As a matter of {act, the nature o{ being inaocent is not only

possessed. by children or teenage girls like Laura and Leila who start to

move from their innocence to experience or {rom unf,wareness to

awnreness of the reality of their outnide world, The adulte, Bertha Young

and Miss BnlL are aloo depicted as innocent women who are easily

deluded by their own illusionary world.
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In "Bliss", Berthn Young is portrayed as a thirty-year old w.omfln

who experiences the feeling oI bliss or excessive happinese because she

has achieved everything that a married womfln wants to have. 5he has a

perlect husbaad, an adorable baby, rnd famous {riends. The title o{ the

story, "Bli.ss", relers to Bertha's great happiness o{ being a contented

housewi{e. Antl yet, her excessive happiness has caused her to act like a

child:

Although Bertha Young was thirty, she still had mommts like

this when she wanted to run instead of walk, to take dancing

steps on and off the pavement, to bowl a hoop, to throw

something up in the air and catch it again, or to stand still and

laugh at-nothing- at notling,simply (238).

Her nature of being a child when she is huppy reflects that she is innocent

and. unaware o{ her own existence. As an innocent }voman, Bertha is

described as & woman who is unaware of evil or wrong. As Leila who

perceives that people she meets in the ball are beautiful and lovely, Bertha

Young also perceives that the people she knows are good. It is her

unflwareness that has caused her to be easilv attracted by a woman named

Pearl Fulton:
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trVhat lvl ise I 'rrlton did, Bertha didn't know. 'Ihey 
harl met at

the club and Bertha had fallen in love with beautiiul women

who had something strnnge about them (241).

Miss Fulton's appearlnce. which has an air oi mystery, has attracted

oI Miss Fulton's background,Bertha. Although she knows nothing

because o{ her happiness, she insists on inviting her to dinner. Bertha's

preference to have Miss Fulton as a friend shows that she is a nalve person

who is not aware o{ evil or wrong about people. Since she is attracted by

Miss Fulton's appearailce, she has i lo refisolt of not having Miss Fulton to

become her frimd. lvfiss Fulton's appealaflce has attracted her anrL has

caused her to Ieel a strong affinity to take her to her house.

In rddition, Bertha Young is also depicted as an innocent wiJe. As a

wiIe, she adores her hnsband {aithfuliy and believes that thev love each

other, She appreciates her husband more thrt everything. Therefore,

when Harry, her husband, gives an appraisal lor the souiJle she has mad.e,

she almost could *'eep w'ith childlike pleasure (246), Bertha youlg,s

una$rareness to her husband's attitude toward hliss Fulton also shows

that she is an innocent wiJe. Bertha believes thnt Harry's attitud.e toward.

Miss Fulton throughout dinner only suggests that her husband is not

really attracted by Miss Fulton. Bertha Young's act of iavit ing lv{iss Fulton
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as a f r iend and Ber tha 's  deep adorat ion toward herhusband shorv that  she

is ianocent. Bertha does not realize that because o{ her innocence she wil l

be brought into seeing painful real i ty. Another example of Bertha's

undwlfeness of her husband's attrativeness toward Miss Fulton can be

noticed when she lets him accompffny Miss Fulton into the hall :

Miss Fulton moved towards the hall and Bertha was {ollowing

when Harry almost pnshed past. "Let me help you." Bertha

knew that he urfls repenting his rudeness - she let him go,

What a boy he was in some ways - so impulsive - so - simple

(2s0).

Bertha's unalr/areness o{ her husband attitude at the end o{ dinner shows

that she is an innocent wile. She knows nothing o{ evil or wrong in her

hnsband's air of attraction torsard lvliss Fulton. Bertha's innocence also

leads her to live in her own illusion or ideals about her marriage life.

Since she is not aware of the reality. she believes that she has everything i:r

her married life, Therefore, she experiences the feeling of bliss or

excessive happiness throtghout the story. On the way to her house,

Bertha {eels a blissful feeling that "burned ia her bossom and sending out

a l itt le shower of sparks into every parficle, into every fi lger and toe"

(Shape and Substallce, 238). When she looks on herseff in the mirror, she
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aiso overcomes with happinesn. Throngh the retlection of the mirror.

Bertha is described as a womEn who is ' 'rndiant with smiliag, trernbling

Iips, with big, dark eyes and an arr oi listening, waiting Ior something

(239)", Through Bertha's expression, the wdter notices that Bertha leels

excessive happiness because she believes that something pleasant wil l

happen to rdd her contentedness in life. Actually, the re{lection o{ the

mirror also shows the irony that Bertha should accept at the end o{ the

story' Howevet, she does not realize that she will loose all her bliss{ul

Ieeling when she witnesses a disagreeable scene at the end. of the storv.

Her excess"ive happiness stil1 srrrrounde her at the time she enters the

nursery and holds her baby. Her blisslul {eeling comes to the peak when

she sees the pear hee in her garden, The ta[ slender pear tree in {ul1est,

richestbloom has attracted Bertha that she also perceives "the lovely pear

tree with its wide-open blossom as I symbol of her own life tzlz). As the

tree stands tali, slender and blooming, Bertha Young also thinks that her

life is also beauti{uland perfect as the pear tree:

Really - she had everything, She was yonng, Harry and she

rrere as mnch in love fls ever, and they were reall;r good pnls,

She had an adorable bnby. They didn't have to ftrorry about

money. They had this srtislactory house and garden. And

{riends - modern, thr"illing friends, writers and painters and
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poets or people keen on social questrons - iust the kind oi

{ r iends they wanted i243) .

As a matter o{{act. Bertha's l i fe is really per{ect anrl contented. She rloes

not have to be worried since she has everything. However, since she is too

naive and she is deluded by her excessive happiness, she does not realiee

about the pain{ul reality concernirg her husband.'s relationship with Miss

Fnlton, her new friend.

In a similar way, hliss Brill also shows a characteristic of being

innocent. Usurlly, an old person may be perceived as a mature or growfl

np persoll sixce she has experienced a lot o{ things throughont her life.

However, in "Miss 8ril1", Katherine Manslield presents an old. womifl

who sti l lhas nature o{ being innocent and unaware of the {act that she is

actually old and lonely. Different from the three characters above, Miss

Brill's character is revealed through her own {eeling and t}rinking.

Throughout the story, she neither trlks nor speaks to anyone. Although

she comes to the park every Sunday, she is not engaged in conversrtion

with the other characters. Rather, she has her own *'orld, her illusionary

world, in which she regards herseu as fln "achess" and the park is the

stage where she plays her part every Sunday, As an old woman, Miss

Brill also has significant characteristic o{ listening to other people,s

conversation and watching their action in the park. The prove that h{iss
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Brill is nnilwnre with her owrt r.rord.ition cnn be seen

toward the old people who sit on benches and green

through her comment

chairs in {ront of her:

other peopie sat on benches and green chairs; but thev rr.ere

nearly always trre s6rne. sunday after sunday, and Miss Brirl

had oiten noticed - there was somethiog firany about nearly ali

of them. They were odd, silent, nearly all old, and foom the

way they staled, ihey looked as though they'd. just come from

dark l itt le rooms or even-even cupboards (lg6-1gZ).

Actnally the condition o{ the people Miss Brill had observetl resembles her

own condition. As a mrtter o{ fact, the one who is orld, silent, old, and

isolated is Miss Brill. Although she is in the park, she does not talk to

anyone' She actually l ives aslonely and isolated old maid in her dark and.

narrow apartment, which is similar to a cupboard.

without her awareness. Miss Brill is deluded. by her own illusion

that the park is a kind o{ stage and the people in the park is the perlomers,

including her. The pleasant situation in the park reallv rnpports Miss Brill

in creating an illusionary world. The so*nd o{ the music from the band

and the people with their various actions have caused. her to be deluded:
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The hrne lifted, liited, the light shone; and it seemed to ]vliss

Brill that rn another moment all ol them, all of the whole

compsny, would b.gtn singing. The yonng ones, the laughing

ones who come together, they would begin and the ruefl,s

voices, very resolute and brave, would join thun. And thm

she too and the others on the benches - they would come in a

kind o{ accompaniment (190).

As the music lifted, lvliss Brill's happiness is also heightened. lvloreover,

in her illusion, she thinks that she would be nn actress (i8s) whose

existence is needed every Sunday in the park. As an "actress", she {eels

that her l i fe is meaningful and needed by others. There{ore, she is happy

with her illusionary world and she is not ar rare of her own condition.

Through these {our female characters; Laura, Leila, Mise Brj]l, and

Bertha Young, the writer finds that their characterization as innocence

womefl support their experience of being disillnsioned frnm their illusions

or mistaken belie{s, Since they are innocence, they are easily deluded

when they are faced by pleasnnt situation. Eventnally, their illusion and

mistaken beliefs, which they hnve in their state of innocence, will be

destroyed by the conflicts they have with the other characters.
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Er p e ri en c e o i D i s ill usi tt nm ent

Besides by means of character, ircidents between the Iemale characters

and the other chnracters becomes the mean to reveal the experience oi

*isillusionment. In "The Garden Partv", Laurr's con{lict wit}r her sister

and mother anr.t her encourter with the dead cartet has disillusioned her

from her mistaken beliel about death and reverl to her the real condition

o{ poor people, Leila, a nalve girl ia "Her First BalI', is disillucioned by a

comment ol nn old Iat man who disrupts Leila's illusion of her first

dancing party. In "Bliss", the action o{ Bertha's husband and her friend,

Pearl Fulton in foont o{ her eyes, had crused her to be disillusioned from

her excessive happiness because o{ her pre{ect marriage. Miss Brill, who

imagines that she is an actress, has to accept the comment o{ young couple

that she is actually old and unwanted.

By anrlyzing these four stories. the writer notices that the

incidents rvhich disillusioned the female characters can be divided into

two restlts o{ disillusionrnent - the incidents which lead thern to see the

reality o{ their outer world and the incidents which lerd them to become

awale o{ the reality oi their olvn exi.stence. ln "The Garden Party" and

"FIer First Ball", the incidents between the female characters and the other

characters are concerning the unveilment of the reality o{ the outer world.

Lanta's confl icts with her sister and mother show that her ideal or
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mistaken belief about death is opposed by her mother and sister.

foIennwhile, Leila's conll ict with the old lat man shows ihat her i l l tsion is

destroyed with the realitv that the {at man has given to her. Besides

conll ict between the main iemale character and the other character, the

expedmce o{ disillusionment is revealed through the incidents between

the main {emale characters and the other chancters. Laura starts to learn

new fact about death a{ter she encorutters the dead carter's serene face.

In contrast, the incidents which the adnlts of the other fn o stories

experience is the unveilment o{ Bertha and }vliss Brill's own existence.

Bertha Young il "Bliss" is awakened fuom her illusion alter unconsciously

notices her husband's action toward Miss Fnlton. Miss Brill also

unaccidently hears two young lovers' conversation rnd she begins to

aware that she is actually old and ulwanted.

Lauta's confl ict with her sister and mother has caused her to realize

the distincintion between the upper class people and the lower class

people, The first conflict she experiences with her sister, |ose, starts when

she learns the news o{ a dead carter. As the writer hrd describert i l

characterization, Laura is portrayed as a naive girl. As an innocent girl,

she looks di{ferent from the other member of her family, As a girl *'ho is

raised up ix a rich {amily, she does not know exactly the condition of the

poor people below her house. r\s a result, the news of the death of a

Person who lives in the poor cottages below her house tneans something
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horr rb ie  anr l  pa in{u i  to  her ,  
' fhere{ore,  

the news of  de. r th  has iar rsec l  her

io urge fo stop the partt ' .  Shrr asks htrr slster to stop the banri sirce she

thinks that the sound wil l  disturb the poor c&rter's tam{v. F{owever, Tose

percei r ies Laura 's  idea asbeing ext ravegdi l t  and absurd.  She a lso sharp lv

crit iciees Laura rs " leading strenuous l i te i l  she stops a band lrom playing

every t ime someone has an accident{77}."

As a matter oJ fact, the conil ici  betrveen Laura and her sister is

similar to the con{l ict between Lanra and her mother. In her irnocent

mind, Laura ihinks that her mother would support her idea o{ cancell ing

the party. She thinks that as r good neighbour, het {amilv has to be

concerned with the suffering a{ the dead carter's {amilv by dehying the

party. Laura's idea shows her innocence of the class dist inction betrveen

the upper class and the lower class. However, to Laura's astonishment, her

mother reacts in the same wav as her sister has done earl ier. lvloreover,

her  mother  comments that  Lnrra 's  idea is  absurd rnd not  ns ing common

sense. fuIoreover, her mother aiso gives comment which open Laura's eyes

on the class dist inctiol betweer the rich and the poor. Through Laura's

confl ict" the writer notes ihat Laua's mistaken beliel abont death and her

idea of postponing the party is opposed b.v their own iamily, As innocent

sir l ,Laura tends to useher emotion rather than perceiving the problern as

it real ly is. Through the conll ict with her mother and sister. Laura

becornes Bware of the class dist inction ianposed by her {amiiy thnt
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there is a deep gap between the npper class people and the iower class

peopie. Therefore. accordirg to her cinter and mother. the problem o{ the

poor people has no relationship with the garden party they have

ar:ranged.

Besides the external conilicts with her sister and mother which

teveals the distinction between the rich and the poor, Lrura's eilcouxter

with the dead. carter has awnkened her trom her mistaken belief about

death. As the writer dercribed before, as an innocent girl Lanra hns never

seen or heard abont death be{ore. Therefore, rhe feels shocked when she

hears the news c{ death in the mid o{ her happiness she will experience in

her garden party, However, her comirg to the l itt le cottage aiter the party

ends hrs changed her mistnken belie{ about derth, At f i lst, she thought

that death meflrs something horrible and painful. foIoreover, her

experience of entering into the dend carter's house anrl seeing the death

carter in his bed, her mistaken belie{ is destroyed:

There lay a young mnfl,  fast asleep - sleepilg so soundly, so

deeply, that he rvas Iar. {ar arvay from them both. Oh, so

remote,  so peacefn l ,  He was dreaming, . .  Whnt  d id  gar t len

part ies and baskets and lace frocks matter to him? He r,, , 'as {ar

{rom all those things. He was w.onderfuf beauti{ul, }Vhile
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ihey were Langhrng and whrie ihe band was plaving, this

marvel  had come to the lane.  I { rppv. . .happy (8b)

T'he sight ai the dead carter has awakened Laura lrorn her mistaker beliei.

As an innocent girl, she thinks that a little gitt trom the garden party '*ri11

make the iarnrly o{ the dead catter hrppy. Moreover, she thinks that she

will see the horrible and painlul condition of someone rvho is dead.

Howevel, her experience has disillnsioned her from her mintaken belief

and led her to see the other ride o{ d.eath, Death, which Laura perceives, is

not horrible rnd pain{ul as she has thonght. Death means eternal

happiless compared to the garden part-v which she has had a while

eadier. Through her erperieilce, Larru is led {rom the strge o{ irurocence

to a more mature girl who ir able to understand death aF one of the

realities.

In "Her First 8a11", Leila's illusion about the happy dancing partv is

destroyed by her acqruintance with an old {at men in the dancing room.

The appearailce of the o1d iat rnan is signi{icant in this stoty since he is the

onlv old person among the young people. First, he appears rvhen &e

coupl-es compnre the progrnm with ench other and the old man {ompares

his program with Leila, Hovyever, he disnppears again n hen the band

starts playing (196). Secondly, he appears to Leila after she has danced

with tr'+'o yolltlg men. At that time, his appearlnce is illor€ sigri{icant, He
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looks shabbv, hrs waistcoat rs creaserl,  and there is a button off his glove

and h is  coat  looks as r l  i t  is  dusty  n i th  French chalk  (199) .  As an

antngonist charncter, he is placed in this storv to reveal f-he reali ty o{ the

d*ncing party to Leil t .  Through the encounter between Leila md the ol l

man, Leila's illnsicn o{ eternal hrppiaess she gets lrom the ball is gone.

As the writer has described in the characterizotion, Leila's iruocence has

cnused her to be excited when she is attendiag the ball {or the first time.

She thinks that her life has changed from a silent and. solitary life in the

country to a dazzling and beautiJnl life of the ball, As a young giri, she

thirks that she is in the beginning o{ her happiness (1gg). However, the

comment o{ the old fat maa when le is dancing with her, has disillusioned

her :

"Y*ou cannot hope to last nnything l ike as long as that, No-o."

said the old fat man," long before that yon'l l be sitt ing up

there on the stage, looking oil, ir your nice black velvet. And

these pretty anns wil l har;e tumed into l itt le short {at ones.

And vou'Il cmile an'ay }ike the poor old dears up there, and

poiat to your darshter, nnil tell the elderlv lady next to you

horv some dreadlul mnn trierl to kiss her at the club ball(200),
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Compared to Leila, who is attend.ing the ball tor the first t ime. the oid man

ismore experienced than she is. Iherei.;re. he cnn tell her that the realitv

o{ the ball is not as beattiftr l and pleasant as she thinks, As Lerla chats

with her iat old danctrg par:hrer. she ieams a depressiug iact alrout her

{utrre. Her tirst drilce, as the old man points out, is the begrnning of her

last. Aiter the dancing are {inished, Leila would iurd no happiness

ilnymore. Lile the old women who rit watching on the stage, she will also

join the massen of women from rvhom vouth and life is over. This fact

shows to Leila thnt when she gets old, she cannot enjoy the ball f lnymore.

Moreorret, he also states that the people in the ball are not kind antl lovely

people as Leila has perceived in the beginling o{ tire dancing party siacr

there are ilso solne drerdiul men who hy to kiss the guls. Tire old runn's

comment about the reality oI the dancing party has awakened Leila {rom

her illusion and led her to experience conflict between illnsion and reality,

on the one hand, she starts to believe the old mfln's words and n ants to

comeback to hercounhy horne, on the other hand, she is not'* ' i l l ing to

learre the happiness she gets lrour the ba11, However. she {inal1y ig*ores

the reality and nbsorbs the happiness oi the bail again,

All of the incidents experien,.:ed by Lanra in "The Carden Party"

and Leila in 'TIer First Bnll '  are obviots since they are revealed clearly

through the conversation betrveen the main characters and the other

characters, whereas in "BHss" and "Miss Bril l", the main characters
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+ tperient: i :  , irsri l trsronment ,r l ter ihev r icr or herri  other characiers tctron

,tnd rvortls. Thereiore. thev rre not dire,.:tl1' Ln.",olved in the conjlicts rt.ttlr

i f te .rther ,. :haractets, F{ou'ever, iheu t:ncorlrter rvri}r ihe other t:harar:ters

ur these t'rro stor:ies heip Bertha Yctng and \,Iiss Brill to wrke lrom iheu

ilLusionarv rvorld. Bertha Yonng, an ilnocent '*de, is disillusioned trom

irer dreams ot having e srrccesslul rnanied liJe, Howerrer, through the

action oi her hnsband and her ner+. fr iend. she is awakened trom her

i l l r lsron that she has no perfect hushand as nhe hns thotsit.  A cdi ir:  said

that K.i l therine lvlansl ieid has stated that to enter into a relationship rvith

another person is to be vict irr ize,, l  bir the one most lovetl,  uost trusted

iZinrnan,45il .  Irr "Bl iss", the thesis wri ier ratices that the one -*rho

destrovs Bertha's happiness is the ones rv-ho are cansidered to clcse to irer:

her or,t-n husband andherir iend. As a matter oi iact, Harn, is depicted as

a per{ect hnsband. In addrt ion, Ferthi l  also think.s that thev are perfect

cotple since they love each otier, She also thrnks they 619 perfect ccnple

as tevealed in her thought that I{arr ' ;  and she is as rnuch in love ds ever.

and thev get on iogether sFlendidly and are re*i lv gaod pals (24;l).  Bertha

also th inks that  she knows her  husbanr l  more than others r io .  Therefore.

she hel ieves thst  her  husband is  ia i th la l  tc  her ,  Her  { i rmness that  her

hrrstrand is not interested in h'I iss Fnlton can tre seen irorn Harrlr '5 att i tude

tonrard hl iss Fulton when she sees Harry ofiers a cigarette to her:
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i \ ' Irss l,nlton snnk j:rto the lowest, deepest chair and Harry

handed rourd the cigarettes. From the nr'ay he stood in foont

ol her, shaking the silver box and saying abmptly: "Egyptian?

Turkishl Virg:nial? They're ail rnixed up," Bertha realized

that she - Miss Fulton not only bored him; he really disliked

her (24t1).

Berthn thinks thnt Harry dislikes Miss Fulton's appeflrance. Therefore, she

is not awar€ thnt HnrrJ' in actually interesterl in Mise Fnlton, F{owever,

what Bertha sees at the end of dinner has destroyed her illusion that she

has everything everyl+'omdn wants to have. Actually, her husband is not

as trithiul as she has thought rnd her ir iend is not rs good as she belierres.

Disillusionment happenn when Bertha seen with her own eves about the

affair between her hnsband and her friend.:

And she salr/..,Harry *' i th Miss Fnlton's coat in his arms and

lvfiss Fulton with her back turned to him rnd her head irent.

He tossed the coat f lwfly, pu.t his hands on her shoulders nnd.

ttrned her violently to him, Hin lips snid.,"I adore yon," {nd

h{iss Fnlton iaid her moonbeam fingers on his cheeks and

srniled her sleepy smile...he w.hispered,rtomorrolv", ald with

her eyelids Miss Fulton said "yes" (250).
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Complred to Laura nnd Leila's experiences o{ disil lurionment,

Bertha Youag's disil lusionment occllrs because she accidentallv notice hcr

Itusbtntl when he accompflnirls lvIiss Fulton to walt lor a tl.ri in iront ot

the house. Bertha alsc accidentally hears that her husband makes a d.ate

*'ith Miss Fulton. Although she does not dilectly hrve coa{rirt with her

husband, the experience of seeing her husband's relationship n ith her

iriends has violated her illusion.

Similar ts Bertha's experience, lvlise Brill is awakened. from her

illusion by hearing the comment of fl young couple who sits besirle her.

Miss Brill, an o1d spilster, has significant characteristk besides her

ilnocence. Instead of being aware of her existence, she hkes to grve

comment abont other people's action aronnd her, Her habit o{ l istening to

other's conversation or seeing other's action finally leads her into

disillurianment, especially after she hears the comment of two yonng

people:

"No, not norv.." said the giri. "ltiot here. I can't'"

"But, n hy" Becnuse of that stupid old thing at the end

asked the boy.

"Why does she coilre here at all-who wants herl Why

she keep her sil ly old mug at horne?

there?"

doesn' t
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The votng couple's rvords have strnightlonvardlv nnverl rViss Bril l 's

illnsionary world. Throngh their conversation that lvliss Brill hears. she rs

nwdfe thnt she is actually old and ulwanted. She is not an actress and sire

also has no part in the park. She is just an old maid who lives in a dark

and narrow apartruent. The young couple's comment has crused h{iss

Brill to get ont from her illusion and to rerlize about her own condition.

Through the analyris on the female characters' experience of

disillnsionment, the writer finds ont that they are disillnsioned from their

pleasant but rnistaken belie{ throngh the incidents they have with other

characters. As a matter oi {act, the incident can be seen as conflict ix

Lrun rnd Leila have experienced. Her sister and mother directly confront

Lauta's idea. Meanwhile, Leila is directlv con{ronted with the old lat man.

Other main {emale characters experience disillusionment through

incidents of seeing or hearing other characters' action, as Berthn, Miss

Brill, and Laura have erperienced. Besides experiencing con{lict directly

with her sister nnd mother, Lruta also erperiences disillusionrnent a{ter

seeing the dead mar's serene {ace in the l itt le cottage. }! 'herens Bertha

realizes thather t:ondition is not as perlect as she has thonght nlter seeing

her hushand's af{air rvith her nerr' friend, lvliss Fulton, lvleanwhile, Ivliss

Brj.ll is disillusioned ltorn her monrentary happiless because oi the painlul

remark she overhears {rom the yonng couple who sitsbeside her.
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Throtgh the analysrs of the iemale characters' incidents with other

characters, the writer t inds out that the female characters experience

lransformation trom their illnsion or mistaken beliefs to the worid oi

reality. The existence ol the other chrracters in each stories iead the md1il

character into disillnsionment. While Laura, Leila, Bertha Young and Miss

Bdll live in their illusionarv world. Laura's mother and sister, the oid man

in "Her First Balf', Bertha Young's husband and her friend, and the young

couple ir "Miss Brill" take side in the reality. Their exiotence in the stories

destroy the main female characters' illusion or mistaken belie{s.

In addition, the furcidents betwem the iemale characters and the

antagonists lead io disillusionment which resnlt on disappointmmt. In

"Her First Balf' Leila is disappcinted rfter she learns thrt the ball does not

give eternal happiness to her. The adults in the other stories also Ieel

disappointed since they realiae that their condition is not as good and

contented as they think. The only poeitive reaction toward

disillusionment comes Irom Lanra. Her encounter with the dead carter

has trans{ormed her {rom a naive girl who is a{raid o{ derth to a more

mature girl who can accept death as a realitv of l i fe.
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3,.] Ihe seff ings o1:the sfones t lonzteq the Emotional Mrtod oi the Female

() h s r a ct e rs B e io r e nn i|,\ft e r f) i sill usi onm ent

After analvzing characteriaation and incidents which revenl the

female characters erperience of being unveiled lrom their illnsion and.

mistaken belie{s, the thesis writer will continue to analyzr the setting o{

ttrese {our stories. As the writer has stated, setting in re{erence to a work

of literature includes time and place o{ the story. It functions as a

backgrouad of a story. Besides {nnctioning as the backgrouad, sometimes

a setting also has importrnt furction of conveying the chqracters'

emo[onal mood. In this case, the emotional mood" re{ers to the state o{

one's {eeling or mind at a particnlar time (Ox{ord Learner Dicfionary, ).

As the writer has analyzed in the characierization and conflict, the thesis

writer perceives that the characters experience disillueionment, As

women who are disillusioned {rom their false rnd rnistaken beliefs, the

{emale characters show diflerent emotional mood belore and a{ter their

expedence, When they still live in pleasant situation, they seem to live in

il lusionary world. They {eel happy and excited becruse they thought that

the world is a beautilul and pleasant place to l ive in. In contrast, when

they are brought from pleasant situation and being disil l tsioned, they are

faced with the reality rvhich is disagreeable and unpleasant. Therefore,

they feel dieappointed and sad. In this case, the iavolvement of two
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contrasting sett ings in each story to ieveal the emotional mood of the

lemnle characters show the mood oi the female characters in the state oi

illusion and when thev are disilhsioned.

Katirerine lvfanstield's stories, including those which are being

analyzed in this thesis, are rich of significant d.etails of settiags which

a{{ect the theme o{ these stories. The settings in each of the stories

functions not just as r background but also as a tool to create abnosphere

which support the character's experience of disillusionment, Through the

incidents between the female characters and. the antagonists, the thesis

writer {inds out that the {emale characters experience transiormation

between illusion and reality. Therefore, in erch stories the author

provides two contradictory settings which reveal the female characters,

transformation {rom the world o{ illusion to the world of reality. On the

one hand, the settings of the garden party, the ball, Bertha,s gard.en and

the park gives a beautilnl and pleasant atmosphere in nhich the {emale

characters live happily in their illusionary world.. on the other hand.. the

litt le cottage, Leila's country home, the harl where Bertha witnesses the

betrnyal of her husband and her {riend, and. the dark and narmw

apartment rvhere Miss Bril l  l ives are portrnyed ns disagreeable, dark,

gloomy and solitaw places. These settings refer to the reality which

acturlly have to be accepted by them.
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First of all, t jre settings rn "The Garden party".. ' ,Her First Brll,,,

"Bliss" snd "bliss BriLl" resembles the contrasting scene betrveen the

characters' i l lusionarv world and the world o{ reality. Laura, an innocent

girl in "The Garden Par:ty" lives between the illusionary world o{ the

garden party and the reality oI the little cottage, the place where poor

people live. Similar to Laura, as I girl who is trans{ered from innocence to

experience, Leila also lives within two contradictory world - the world oI

reality of the dark and lonely country home nnd the illusionary world o{

the baIL The other female characters ir "Bli$s" and "Miss Brill" also

experience conflict between illusion and reality that can be seen lrom tle

setting. Bertha Young lives in her illusionary wodd when she sees the

pear tree in her garden. Meanwhile, she is brought into reality when she

sees the disagreeable scene between her husband and her new friend. in

the hall. Lastly, Miss Brill's dark and narrow apartment where she lives

alone represent the reality that she is actually lonely and isolated., in

contrast, the park she goes every Sunday represents her i l lusionary world

il which she dreams of becoming an "acttess".

The garden party, the dancing room, the park, anrl Bertha,s

gnrden are settings which show that the female chnracters live in illusion,

Krtherine Mans{ield portrayed those settings so beautilully that a{fect the

main characters to be deluded. In the beginning of "The Garden party,,,

the author potrays an ahnosphere o{ an irleal antl per{ect weather to hold

www.petra.ac.id


; . )

a garden partY i65), lVloreover" the party rtself is so full of pertect t]rngs,

beautilul {lowers. delicious food. lovely people thnt cause Laura to be

unaware oi the situation ortside the garden party. Li]<e the garden of

Eden, where Adam and Eve knows nothing o{ evil anrl wrong, Laura is

also uaaware of the existence oi class distinction between the rrch antl the

poor' She perceives that the world she lives asbeauti{uland perfect as the

garden party gives to her.

similar to the garden party, the dancing room also becomes &

setting which represent Leila's illusionary worlrl, As a naive girl who is

{or the {irst time goixg to the ba1l, the abnosphere oi the ball makes her

abscrbed by illusion. As a place that represents Leila in her state o{

happiness, the ballis portraved so beauti{ully and ghmorously that Leila

is deceived by it:

The road rvas bright on either cide with moving {an - like

lights, and on the pavement gay couples seemed to {loat

through the air, little satin shoes chased erch other like birils

(1e3).

kloreover, Leila is so fascinated by the golden floor, the azaleas, the

lanterns, the stage and the band in a conrer that she perceives everything

as "sinrply heavenly " (195). Therelore, she nnconscionsly is sunk ilto
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excesslve happrness because of her i l lusion oi the treautrft l  and pleasant

dancrns party,

In "lliss BriLI', the setting which reveai fuIiss Brill's feeling when

she lives in her illusion is a park called |ardrn Publitlues. Similar to the

atmosphere of the garden party, the perlect atmosphere o{ Sunday

a{teuroon is described at the beginning o{ the story. The wheather when

Miss Brill decides to go to the |ardin Publiques is shown as "brilliantly

fine, the blue sky powdered with gold and great spots of tight lile white

wine splashed over the iardin Pnbliques" (185). This Snnday in which the

author chooses to reveal Miss Brill's experience o{ disillusionmnet is also

rliJlerent from other Sunday whm Miss Brill usnally goes to the park:

There were a number o{ people out t}ris a{ternoon, far more

than last Sunday. And the band sounded louder and ga;rer,

That was because the Season had begun. For al though the

band played all the y€ar round on Sundays, ont oi season it

IA/as never the same (185),

The ntmosphere in the park, which is diJferent Irom the other Stnday, has

aroused lvliss Bril l 's emotional mood. She becomes excessively happv

and overwhelmed with her {eeling. The band and the people with all oi

their various action have helped her to create in her own mird an illusion
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of I stage where all people pertorm therr act. In this stage, iVliss Sril l  nlso

perceives herseU as an actress who has a role to perlorm everv Sunday in

the park (188). The sitnation in the pnrk has deceived Miss Brill from the

reality ol her existence as lonely and unwanted old maid.

The pear tree in Bertha Young's garden also shows that Bertha is

happy &s a $/oman who lives in illusionuy world. The trll, slender antl

blosomming peer tree has {ascjnated Bertha so mnch that she perceives it

as the ,symbol of herself (Shape and Subrtance, 242). The beantiful and

glamorous sPPearnnce of the pear tree cau$es her to perceive herself as a

per{ect and contented housewife. When she perceives the pear tree, the

{ee}ing o{ bhss or excessive happiness come into her inner being.

Besides settings *'hth heighten an illusionrry wodd in the iemale

charncters' experience, Katherine Mansfield aleo creates contrasting

settings, the settings that show the female characters' emolional mood

after the experience of disilirsionment, These settings also show the real

condition o{ the lemale characters in reality. The little cottage, the country

honre, the hall where Bertha notices the betrayal o{ her beloved husband

and {riend, and Miss Bril l 's d.ark and narrow apartment , show that the

femnle characters cnnnot avoid their exiBtence in reality.

The little cottage rrr.here the poor people live in "The Garden party"

shows a real condition oI the poor people that Laura is unaware before.

There is a contrasting atrnosphere between the ahnosphere o{ the gartlen
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partv and the abnosphere of ihe l i t t le cottage when Latra decides to see

the dead carter in the l i t t le cottage, The atrnosphere of the porty is IuI l  oi

happiness whereas the ahnosphere o{ the l i t t le cottage is disagreeable -

dark, smoky, and gloorny. The place where Laura l ives antl the phce

w'hete the poor people d'arell also show the contrasting distinction

between the upper class rnd the lower class, Laurn's house is loceted on

top oi the hill while the little cottages are in a lane to themselves at the

very bottom of a steep that led up to the house (77), The contrasting

atmosphere between Laura's illnsion and the reality is revealed at the rime

Laura steps out from her garden. At thdt time, "the prefect afternosn

slowly ripened, slowly {aded, slowly its petal closed,, (81). Here, the

atmosphere is changed from bright to dark, {ronr happy to r disagreeable

condition:

It was jnst growing dusky as Laura shut the garden gates. A

big dog ran by l ike a shadow. The road gleamed white, and

dowu below in the hollow, the little cottages were in deep

shade (83).

The time when Laura steps out of her garden resembles Laura's change

from her illusion of the garden party to the reality o{ the condition of poor

people that she is unaware be{ore. Laura's emotional mood is changed rs

rlse
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the sett ing oi the storv mitves irom the beautit t l  and pleasant garden

party irrto disagreerrble rnd unpleasant l i t tJe cottages. In the l i t t le cottage,

Latra starts to realize that her appearance in dif ierent {rom the ot}rer

peopie. At that t ime, she eagerly' irai l ts to retreat to her pleasant home.

Hor+'evel, she cannot resist the torce that encourage her to come torward

il to the death carter's cottage. However, the changing siturt ion {rom the

garden party to the little cottage heip Laura to be mature and to realize the

condition o{ the outer world.

ln "Her First Ball', Leila first experiences tranrlormation fuom the

reality to the illusionar,v worid as potruyed from her moving {rom the

dark and quiet country home to the lively and glamoroas ball. The

atmosphere o{ the counhy home, which is dark, silent rnd mourntul (199)

show that Leila's l i fe is also dark and solitary. At home, she neither has

friends nor neighbors since her neighbors is fifteen miles flwny (192). The

darkness and quiteness of her house also make her shy. The ball she

attends has the opposite abnosphere {rom her country home. If her home

is dark and mourn{ul, the ball has opened ",Jrzzling bright" to her (1gg).

The situation o{ the bnll has changed her {rom her "rush o{ longing" she

hns when she sits on her vernnda of her country home to a "rush of joy so

s$'eet that  i t  is  hard to bear f l lone" (195).  The bal l  has created an

iLlusionaty world to Leila that the world o{ the ball ehe lives is beauti{ul

and promise etemal happiness lor a young womsfl l ike her.
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Bertha } 'rrung m "Bliss" also l ives between rl lusron and reaftv as

shorvn in the sett ings ol this stotv. The pear tree. which stand.s in the

midst o{ Bertha's garden.represent the world oi i l lusion or the happiness

Bertha expeiiences since she thinks that she has everytirrng in her thirties.

Howevel, Bertha does not realize that in the garden she does not only see

the pelr tree but rlso two cats - "u 
trt*y cat, dragging its belly, creep

across the lawa and a black one, i ts shadow, hail  rf ter" (242). The last

scene she sees, is nctually the foreshadowing of disillusionment that she

has to accept. The scene oi two cats represents the scene in the hall  in

which she witnesses the betrayal o{ her husband and her new Iriend

whom she adores. There{ore, the setting, nnconsciously shows that Bertha

is actaally not a htppy and contented wiIe. The scene in the setting also

urveils Bertha's own condition that although her life is as rich and

contented as the pear tree, she is nctualy lonely and deceited.

The changing ahnosphere between the atmoqphere in the park and

the atmoqphere in Miss Brill's apartment shows the chan#ng of Miss

Brill's illusionary world to her life in reality. In illusionary world, which

is represented by the park's fesitiviy, Miss Brill thinks that she is not old,

lonely and rmwanted. She perceives herself f ls f ln "actres$" fl long with the

other people in the park, on the contrary, the dark and narrow aparbnent

in which Miss Brill lives represents the reality o{ her existence. In her little

and dark apartment, which is similar to r cupboard rather than a nice
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apartment (191), fuI isn Bri l l  rs actuallv a ionelv and ieolated old mard. In

the park.  she can be e xc i ted and ioy iu lbecause the sound o i  mls ic  and the

varions people seem$ to create some krnd oi scene ia which she is also

inrzolved inside the drana oi ltte. However, her ccmirg back to the rlark

and narrow apartment has caused her to be disappointed. since her

apartment represents her conditi.oil as lonely and old mrid.

Throngh the analysis on the settings of these {our stories, the writer

finds out how the settings convey the characters' emotional mood be{ore

and after the experience of disillusionment. When they still live in

illusion, they {eel huppl, and pleasatt as seen from the beautiJul irnd

pleasant settings o{ the grrden pflrty, the dancing baLlroom, the garden

where the pear tree stands proudly, and the iardin Publiques. However,

the experience of disillusionment, &s seen {rom the incidents they have

with the antagonists have changed them to be disappointed and sad. since

they are delivered to see the reality either of the outer n orld or their orvn

existence
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