
CI{AP'TER I

II'\ITRODL,C:TION

I.1 Background of the Stud.v-

The existence of Puritanism in England had teriblv trec.ome the great obstacle fbr

the English dramatic literature to dcvelop. preciselv tluring 1642 unlil 1660. The Puritans.

having the intention to puri$'the Church of England. were eager to fbrbid all sorts of

amusement which were considered bv them as public immoralit-l'. That is wh1'rvhen the-v"

came to potver in 1642. they immediatel"v closed down all the theatres. It means that the

geat blooming of drama and performance from the Elizabethan Age (1485-1625) was

tbrced to put an end. As a result, playvriting degenerated during the gorremment of the

Republic of Commonwealth (1649-1659) (\Voods 824).

The blooming of drama in England returned as soon as Charles II. who rvas

restored to the English throne in 1660. came fiom his exile in France. The theat'es were

reopened under royal patronage. It caused the public's aftention to-retum to theane with

great excitement after the long privation. The English plavrvrights' desire and spiriq which

were prossed down during Puritanisnl dared to rise again. This situation awakened the

dramatic literature greatly. Thus this era' known as the Restoration Age (1660-1700)'

indicates the great development of drama, '"the most spectacular t-vpe of literature produced

in Restoration Age,' in English literature (S23--$). This fact makes the thesis lwiter
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interested in this particular age since she is amazed by'the revival of drama after being

banned during the eighteen years of Puritan domination. It also becomes her reason why

she chooses drama. instead of other literary geffes. of the Restoration period.

As the greatest writer of the Restoration Age. John Dryden is eminenf as

pla.v"nright. poet. and critic. Because of hi,s g'eat contribulion in literary work. he

represents the irnportant figure of the seventeenth oentury English man-of-literarure.

specilicaiiy of the Restoration. Since he dominates the Restoration period people otien

consider that particular period to be 'the .$e ot Dryden" (-{,rcher 869). His substantial

achier,ements affirrn his place in the literary history as "one of the chief founders of modern

English prose. the tirst great English critic, the mosl rcpresenta{ite vr,riter of the

Restoration. and the greatest literary man of his time" (Needlernan 325). His outstanding

characteristics make him'"the protbssional man-of:letter" who is dominant o\,er his rivals

and contemporaries (Schilling 4). Consequenth'. his remarkable abilitv in literarv lield has

been admitted. His extraordinary competence in literature makes the thesis nriter interested

in this particular author among other Restoration ones.

As the leading representative of the Restoration drama. .Iohn Drvden's dramatic

abiliqv is absolutely undoubted. As a Restoration dramatisl, he lives "under the shadorv of

Shakespeare" w-hose name had flourished in the Elizabethan Age. the age before Dryden's

time, as a great English dramatist (Kautmann 87). As a result, it is not easy'for Drydon to

triumph over Shakespeare because people hale considered Shaliespeare "the representathe

of true dramatic genius" (Nicoll67). Particularly, they have adored Shakespeare as the

greatest playwright ever since. Nevertheless, John Dryden has successfu$ made hirnself

"rank near Shakespeare" in a specified wa1'through his accomplishments as a playwright.

He annualb produces plays that dominantly'"influence every writer of his time" @erman
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i i9). ii is ob"ioiisl-1' a wondefui job of irim. Tiris arnazing abililv of Dn'den rnakes the

thesis writer decide to choose one of his plavs tbr her thesis.

In writing his plays. Dryden intends t<l present befter work than Shakespeare. It i-"

because he notices sorne defbcts in Shakespeare 's plays. kr his pretace to Tfqflus_Alld

Cressida. he sa-".'s of Shakespeare. "lvlanv of his wotds. and more of his phrases. are scaroe

intellQible . And of those which lve understand. some are ungrarrmatical. others doarsc.

and his rvhole stvle is so pestered rvith figuratir.e expressions. that it is as arlbcted as rt is

obscure" (Campbell 8). Although Shakespeare's language sg{e might be considered as the

beauf-v" of his pla1,'s in the Elizabethan Age. it does not absolutelv fit with the literary taste of

Dryden's time since the Restoration Age. influenced b1'the neo-olassical mo'oemenl, has

the tendency torvard "directness and simplicin'of expression." From this point. he tries to

follorv the Restoration taste in w'riting his plays. He successfully does it since he has his

own stvle and abiliqv to make the plal's simpler and more intelligible bv using simplicitr.of

statements that do not exist in Shakespeare's pla"vs ('Iaine 227).

Drvden is also successfu"r-r"* able to make the plavs "more compact and less dithlse"

than Shakespeare's (Berman l2i)). Besides using simplicit.v of stafements. he restricts his

plays to the classical unities, involving time. place, and action, as the Restoration dramatists

commonlv observe (Woods 879). What is meant b_v the unif-v of time is 'the action of the

play should co!'er not more than a da,v," rvhile the uniw of place means 'the scene of a plar'

should take place in one gven localih-." and the unir-v* of action is "a plav should be of one

f-v*pe only, w'holly comic or wholly tragrc, and should have onh'one plot" (819). It is much

different from Shakespeare's plays since he disregards these unities in writing his plays

(Campbell 191). That is rvhy Dryden's pla,r's arc "more condensed and more closefu knit

than the loose$ constructed" Shakespearean plays (879).
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Among Dryden's plays, ,{.ll for Love is gencral$ known as his best play. It is

regarded as'the hearr of his dramatic work" which "prolbundlv aftbcted subsequent

English tragic writing" (Kaufmann 871. tn fbct. it is successfull.v'The best tragedl'of its

age" (Prior 95). Even according to Bonamy l)obree. All for Love is "the best dramatic

blanli verse since Shakespeare." Il seems that .4.11&Ll-_rlvg is sonsidered as the most

outstanding tragedl,'arnong Dryden's other tragedics sinoe they'hardl-v- hale "lhe same

strength and fbn'our" as that particular plav (Nicoll 148). All of these facrs preoccupv the

thesis writer's attention to write a thesis on this particular plal'.

In writing his AIL&r!q1o. Dryden bases his story on Shakespeare's great tregedy

Antonv and Cleopatra of rvhich source o1'story is taken from Sir Thomas North's

translation of Plutarch's Parallel Lies (Woods 879). As DrJ'den has stated in his preface

to .4,11for Lor,e. the story about ,{ntony and Cleopatra has fbncied him since it has

interested man-v great writers after Shakespeare. Because the plays of Shakespeare had

alrea{'been regarded -old-fashioned in tbrm and language" in Dryden's period. Dn'den

attempts to retell the story along the demands of his age (Sampson 338). Although his play

is an adaptation of Shakespeare's. it does not mean that John Dryden is simply an imifator.

He modifies the pla.v with his original way (Nicoll 147). Thlough the three unities and his

simple language, he remodels Shakespeare's Antony and Cleopatra and gir.es title to his

modified play All for Lol'e. As the result of his adaptation to Shakespeare's great traged-v

and his effort to follow the Restoration taste, that particular play of him implies "the

relationship of the greatBlizabethan age of drama and his own" (Berman 120).

The story of All for Lol'e is taken from the well-known history of the Roman

Empire. The name of Mark Antony has flourished as well as of Julius Caesar in history.

fuiton-v, one of the Roman Triumvirate. is the central character of this play. As one of the

leading persons in Rome, he undoubtt-v has fame, power, and honor ol'er people. He is
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outstanding since he is a great man. Despite his greatness. he has a lot of conflictl and he

sofues his conflicts by committing suicide. Thus, IVIark Antony's tragic downf-all is

interesting to discuss. as such a great man ma]'take such a drastic step in solving his

problern.

I.2 Statement of the Problem

L-onsidering Antonv's tragrc downfall. the thesis writer is curious to know how

.dtntony meef.s his downfall.

I.3 Purpose of the Study

Through her anaf.'sis. the thesis rvriter will try to anal.vze the process of .{ntonl"s

dorvnfall.

I.4 Importance of the Study

Through the topic she raises in her thesis. the thesis writer rvould lilie to show the

readers that greatness in one's lilb will not exclude him from t'acing downfall. That a great

man such lvlark Antony may end his life in suicide is indeed a tragic thing.

Through her thesis, the writer expects thal the readers will know and understand

more about Dryden's best tragedy play, All for tove. Since this particular play is

considered'"the best trage{v' of the Restoration drama (Prior 95), the readers can at lea$t

recognize the sort of dramatic work in Restoration period, a period in w'hich the dramatic

literature has flourished greatly after being barured by the Puritanism. Then after the

readers know and understand this particular play, the thesis writer certain$ hopes that they
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wiii appreciate Aii for Love as a great piece of literary work. As the resulq they will realize

that John Dryden is an excellent plavwright. ,

The thesis writer also wants to conve-v to the readets, especially the students of the

English Department, that drama is interesting to analyze. It is her great desire to

recommend them to choose olher works of Dryden for theil thesis since she believes that

his works are interesting. .Iohn Dryden. as the dominant man-of-literature in Restoration

period. has absolutel-v produced man-v good literan, works *'hich make people cunsider him

a great gdter. That is whl'she believes that his rvorks are outstanding and rvorthl'to be

analy'zed. She real$-hopes that her thesis ma1'gile some contribution to other students.

especialll, the ones of the English Department- who are also interested in writing a thesis on

Druden's other literarv rvorks.

I.5 Scope and Limitation

In order to answer the thesis writer's staternent of the problem above. she rvill tbcus

her analysis on the process of Antony's downlall. ln anall'zing his dorvnfall. she foc-uses

her stuclies ont-v on his characterization and conflicts since. based on the theory of

Shakespearean tragedJ', Antonv's character traits and conflicts should take important part in

leading Antony.'to his downfall. Thus. she believes that a deep anahsis on them can answer

her problem's staternflrt concerning Antonv's downfall. Since her focus is the process of

his downfall. she will limit her discussion onl-v to the analvsis of Antony since he is the

central character of the story who experiences the downfall.

Although the thesis writer's discussion is only about Antony, she believes that in

order to anar_v--ze Antony's character Uaits and conflicts, it is impossible for her not to

mention other characters of the story in her analysis. That is why she will inevitably
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rneniion Vcntidius, Cierlpaira Doiabella. Octavia. ancl Aiexas in her analysis, but she is

going to discuss their roles as long as theJ'are related to Antorry's downfall. i

I.6 Nlethodology

In anall'zing the plal.'. the thesis *riter rvill exert the libran'research to collect the

data fbr supporting her stud1'. She classifies her data into trvo groups. prima4'and

secondary data. Her primarv data is the pla.v of =llljql 19Lq bv John Drvden. It is taken

tiom The Signet Classic Book of Restoratiqn Dn1xna, edited by Ronald Berman and

published by The Nerv American Librarl'Incorporation in 1980. Her secondary data

includes the relierv of related materials used for her studl-. suclr as historical background of

Restoration Age. corunents on John Dryden. theories of literature and critiques of All lbr

Lor,e.

For her analvsis. the thesis r{.riter uses litcrar-r' approach involving the theorl of

Shakespearean tragedy and the literary theories. namell' theory of characterization and

conflict. Since All for Love is a pla.v of tragedv. of which tvpical sharacteristic includes the

dorvnfall of the hero. she belieres that through the first theory, theory of traged,v. she is

able to learn how .{ntonv meets his downlall. In this case. she will retbr to the theon'of

Shakespearean tragedv since the story of l[Ltbf-Lgle is a "frue adaptation" of

Shakespeare's tragic story .{.ntony and Cleopatra (Campbell 192). Through the theory of

chanctedzation. she finds out what sort of person Antony is. so she rvill be able to know

and understand Anton;v's character traits. Since the creation of fictional persons through

characterization has accomodated authors to construct conflicts (Shaw 91), it is necessary

for her to learn the struggle, besides his character traits. that .&itonv has to encounter.

Thus, she needs the theory of conflict in order to analyze his conflicts, invohving the

problerns that exist in Antony or the diffieultis5 that he undcrgoes.
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i.7 Organization of the Study

In order to help her in writing her thesis easily, the thesis n'riter detennines to dir.ide

her thesis into fi'u'e chapters. The first chapter is an introduction. It introduces the

background of the stud.v consisting her reasons rvhl'she chooses the parlicular author, the

plal'. and the topic of her thesis. Still in the same chapter, she brings the statement of the

problem. purpose of the study, importance of the stud1', scope and limitation. methodolopS".

and also the organization of the stu$'. In the next chapter. Chapter'ftvo. she intends to

present the review of related literature consis{ing of the historical background of the Roman

Empire. the theory of Shakespearean tragedv, and some theories which are going to tre her

tools in anall-zing Al1 for Lole, namell' the theory of charac.tedzation and conflict. In the

third chapter. she is going to analvze Antony's character traits. Then in the lburth chapter.

she nill anall.ze his conflicts. both extsrnal and internal ones. lrhich arc tdggcreit b1'his

character traits. At last, the thesis *riter concludes in the fifth chapter that ,{nton1''s

character traits have triggered his extemal conflicts, w'hich result in his internal one. and his

internal conflict brins.s him to his don'nfall.
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