
Synopsi s

Heartbreak House,  descr ibes the i rnpact  o f  EI I ie

Dunn,  daughter  of  the ideat is t ic  and unwor ld ly  Mazzi -n i

Dunn, upon the eccentric, complacent and thorribly Bohe-

mian '  household of  88-year-o1d Capta in Shotover '  wi th

whom she st r ikes up an a l l iance.  I t  inc ludes energet ic

beautiful,  domi-nating Hesione Hushabye, who determined

EI I ie  shal t  not  marry  the ageing business magnate Boss

Mangan.  Hesione 'S husband the romant ic  l iar  and fanta-

s is t  Hector  Hushabye.  Hesione 's  s is ter ,  the apparent ly

conventional, newly returned Lady utterword and Lady ut-

terword's devoted brother-in law Randall,  a prototype of

the  use less  a r t i s t .

The story  begins wi th  the arr iv ing of  E l l ie  Dunn'  a

y o u n g s i n g e r , a s t h e g u e s t o f M r s . H e s i o n e H u s h a b y e . N o

one bothers to greet visi-tors; the members of the family

are t reated l ike s t rangers;  s t rangers are welcomed } ike

old f r iends.  I t  seens that  the arr iv ing of  E l l ie  Dunn is

the signal for the conft i-cts which then happen in the

house.  The arr iva l  o f  E l l ie  Dunn uncover  Hector 's  a f -

f a i r s  i n  f ron t  o f  Hes ione .  Hec to r ' s  a f fa i r s  makes  He-

sione confused since she feels that she has been a very
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good wi fe  for  her  husband,  l lector  Hushabye,  and a lso

makes Hesione think that Hector does not love her any-

more.  S ince Hesione does not  want  to  ta lk  about  Hector 's

a f fa i r s ,  Hes ione  f i na l l y  dec ide  to  fo l l ow  Hec to r ' s  a t t i -

tude.  That  is  why when El l ie 's  f iancee,  A l f red Mangan,

v is i ts  her  house,  Hesione is  in tended to f la t ters  Al f red

Mangan in order to make Hector jealous. l lector who feels

that  h is  pos i t ion as a husband is  under  i {es ione 's  pos i -

t ion,  does not  want  to  do anyth ing toward Hesione 's  ac-

t ion.  I t  makes Hesione and Hector  get  in  to  a deep mis-

understanding between each other. On the other hand, E1-

l i e ' s  v i s i t s  t he  house  a l so  uncove r  A l f red  Mangan 's  l i e

about his money, which then makes Ell ie commi-t her affair

wi th  Capta in Shotover  and f ina l ly  E l l ie  break her  engage-

ment  wi th  Al f red Mangan.
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Biography of George Bernard Shaw

George Bernard Shaw ranks next to Shakespeare among

Engl ish p laywr ights ,  and yet  he d id not  begin to  wr i te

drama unti l  he was middle-aged. He made up for the lost

t ime with an amazing output of forty-seven plays duri-ng a

creative l i fe that spanned the Victorian and modern eras-

A br i l l iant  and opin ionated man,  shaw was essent ia l ly

se l f -educated,  and he d id a sp lendid job of  teaching h im-

self what. he needed to know. Above al l  else, he was al-

ways vigorously engaged with the world around him; his

Iong,  product ive l i - fe  br is t led wi th  v i ta l i ty ,  in te l - l i -

gence,  and a consuming pass ion of  ideas-

Ir ish by birth, Shaw cane to England at the age of

twenty and l ived in and near London throughout the rest

of  h is  1 i fe .  Af ter  wr i t ing severa l  unsuccessfu l -  novels ,

the young Shaw turned to reviewing books and paintings i-n

order to earn a l iving. He f irst became known aS a musj-c

cr i t ic ;  f rom his  mother ,  an aspi r ing s inger ,  he had

learned much about music, and he combj-ned this knowledEe

wj- th  an excel lent  taste and a spark l ing prose sty le  to

become the most  in f luent ia l  music  cr i t ic  o f  h is  day.
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shaw 's  l i ve Iy  i n te l l i gence  d id  no t  con f i ne  i t se l f  t o

ar t ,  f ic t ion and music .  At  an ear ly  age he became com-

mi t ted to  the cause of  soc ia l  re form.  He jo ined the Fa-

b ian movement ,  a  type of  soc ia l ism founded in  England in

the 1880s to  reform the soc ia l ,  economic and pol i t ica l

systems gradually through peaceful, democratic measures.

Although he was shy by nature, Shaw turned himself into

an outs tanding publ ic  speaker .  He cont inued to par t ic i -

pate act ive ly  in  po l i t ics  the rest  o f  h is  l i fe .  However ,

he found a par t icu lar ly  sat is fy ing forum for  h is  ideas in

reviewing drama and eventual- ly in wri-t ing plays of his

own .

fn the 1890s Shaw became recognized as London's  wi t -

t iest  and st imulat ing drama cr i t ic .  He took drama very

ser ious ly :  in  par t icu lar ,  he ido l ized the Norwegian

dramat is t  Henr ik  Ibsen,  whose unspar ing cr i t ique of  mid-

d le-c lass l i fe  revealed to  Shaw the potent ia l  impact  o f

drama upon soc iety .  Af ter  wr i t ing h is  in f luent ia l  essay

. .  The Qui_ntessence of  Ibsenism "  (  1891 l ,  Shaw began to

t ry  h is  own hand at  wr i t j -ng p lays.  the resul t ,  widowers '

I{ouses ( produced in LB92 ), proved to be the f irst oi

many plays to come in the years ahead-
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At f i rs t  Shaw's p lays were too controvers ia l  for

Engl ish theatergoers,  who were accustomed to l ight  or

sentimental- entertainments but noi to provocative exami-

nat ions of  mora l  and soc ia l  issues.  However ,  Shaw con-

t inued to wr i - te  and publ ish h is  p lays,  usual ly  accornpany-

ing them with lengthy and argumentative prefaces that ex-

pressed h is  j -deas on a wide range of  subjects-  Eventu-

a l ly  he establ ished h imsel f  as the leading Engl ish p lay-

wright of the modern period with such works as Arms and

the I " Ian (  1894 ) ,  Candida (  1895 ) ,  Caesar  and Cleopatra

(  1B9B ) ,  Iu lan and Superman (  1903 ) ,  Major  Barbata (  1907

) ,  Pygmal ion (  L9I2 ) ,  Hear tbreak House (  1-917 \ ,  and

Saint  Joan (  7923 ) .  For  those achievements thre p lay-

wright was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature in

t 9 2 5 .

For  the most  par t ,  Shaw's p lays are comedies of

ideas,  works that  present  complex and of ten controvers ia l

themes wi th in  the f ramework of  enter ta in ing p lots '  aP-

peal ing and unpredic table characters and wi t ty  d ia logue.

Shaw 's  works  a re  i ns i s ten t l y  ra t i ona l ,  r i d i cu l i ng  the

convent ions and pre jud i -ces of  h is  t ime-

Hear tbreak House was wr i t ten as ear ly  as 1913 and i t

was j_n i ts  f ina l  f ,orm by 1916-1917,  the p lay was not  pub-

www.petra.ac.id


l l shed  un t i l  1919 .  I t s  f i r s t  pe r fo rmance  was  the  Thea t re

Gui ld  product ion on November 12,  L920'

In  a way that  cr i t ic ism has not  yet  fu l ly  appra ised '

Heartbreak House presents almost the whole range of

Shaw's thought ,  for  few of  h is  p lays are more representa-

t ive or inclusj-ve in the themes and motifs touches upon

i f  not  explored;  war '  love,  soc iety ,  educat ion '  re l ig ion '

po l i t i cs ,  and  sc ience -
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