ABSTRACT

Oscar Wilde was a conscioudy professona writer whose literary ideas were
expressed within a particular situation, whose art was effectively mediation between

hopes and possibilities. The Importance of Being Earnest is Wilde's greatest

play. This play basicaly portrays the socia condition of the Victorian age that offers
pressures for the main characters. Therefore, | am curious to know the socid pressures
that are experienced by the main characters and the impacts of the pressures on them.
Through the study | want to show that family and conventions of the century exert
pressures for the main characters. Thus, | aso want to show that the socid pressures
bring some impacts on them since they are sressful because of the pressures. In order
to achieve the purpose in studying this topic, | use literary approach such as
characterization, conflict and setting to analyze the socid pressures of the main
characters. Besides, | also use concepts of social pressure, hypocrisy and lying in
order to adlyze the impacts of the pressures on them. Findly, from my analysis, |
find out that the main characters, Algernon Jack, Gwendolen and Cecily, experience
the pressures from the society and try to escape from the pressures. Actudly, they get
pressures from their families and the conventions of the society. Families are
consdered to be the socid pressure for the main characters since families are the
representative of the society and are shaped by the society. Algernon get pressures
from his aunt and his family duties attending the dinner parties. He is stressful,
because of that he becomes a playful person and leads double lives in order to

escgpe from the pressures. However, his double lives have made him live in lying.


http://digilib.petra.ac.id/index.html
http://digilib.petra.ac.id/help.htm
http://www.petra.ac.id
http://www.petra.ac.id
http://digilib.petra.ac.id/index.html
http://digilib.petra.ac.id/help.html

Jack is also get pressure from hHs society because he has to keep his good image
asa guardian. He aso cannot go to town freely because of his responsibility toward
his ward. Therefore, those conditions make him stressful. Then, in order to
escape from the pressures, he leads double lives. However, by leading double lives, he
livesin lying in order to keep his secret. Gwendolen is aso under the domination of her
mother, Lady Bracknell. It is shown from her disagreement over her marriage
with Jack. However, she cannot oppose her mother directly, that's why she runs away
from home. The last main character, Cecily, also gets pressure from her society.
She is obliged to study German she didiked. She has to obey the convention of the
century to study the prestigious language. Therefore, she becomes a sad person
because of the pressure, and she aways tries every opportunity to escape from

studying German.
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