Abstract

The sudy is about awoman's strength in countering againg male domination to be
an independent and free individual. Edna Pontellier, the main female heroine of
The Awakening, isahousewife of a successful Creole stockbroker, Leonce Pontellier,
with two small children. Yet, Edna increasingly feels her marriage life is
congtricting, so that she decides to abandon her domestic role as mother and wife.
Ednas rebdlion reflects the essence of feminiam. Thus the study aims to reveal what
Edna rebels from in her awakening, what rights she is awakened to, and how her
awakening conveys feminism. Therefore, the study applies feminist theories, specificaly
sdf ownership and voluntary motherhood. The study dso implements literary theory,
characterization as the tool of its analysis. The sudy begins with femde
exploitation in the community system, Creole community, thet regards Creole wife as
her husband's property. As a property, Creole wife is owned and defined of her
function to be a mother and wife Ednaisafeminid because she is against the suppressing
community pattern, and peforms dl the qudities of an autonomous individud;
independent, private possessions, authority over her body and freedom to choose her
own idertity. Her death intheend of thestory aso denotes her sdf sovereignty and freedom
on her individud beng and life. In short; Edna features the idea of feminism that a

woman is an independent individual who isin control of her own degtiny.
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