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Chryter Itr

E&ra as fur Artonomous Indivi&ral.

In order to find fte essence of feminism in Edna's ag'akenirry; tle uralyrir of

her chracter will be based on firnd"mental 6ought of self ownership, property

rights md serual values which a'e related to vohmtary mo&ertood- All tlreee

notions allow \'vomf,l to be sr autonomous indivi&El u&o is free to live sr her

own way. Meanwhile, since feminist is againet fte fefitde erploitation md my

review is about redical feminism, ry first discussion definitely is on how the

cornrnrnity system eryloits women. I take a look irdo fire eryloitiug comn[tity

sy$em via characterization First, I analSze the attifude ofmale chsacters towrd

Edoq and algo Adele Ratignolle'g chrasterization as fte foil chsfacter. Thst,

boft appearmce and performance ofE&ra's haods are also malped- ou one hmd

0rey reveal fte ownership of creole husbmds over fteir wivss, on he o&erhan4

&ey zuggest tbe idea ofE&ta's ofimerstrip on herself Underststdrag mele

repression toward women in 6e creole comunity, I cm apprehend E&ta's

motivation md quest in hef awakening E&a'e speeches, series ofsctions md

choices in the story re also analyzed for trey all re her afienpts for eelf

possession, wtrich represents setf ownership and volgntrry motherhood

inplementation.
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3.1 Creole Wives as Social lVealft

Before discussing on Etht's feminirn, I want to take a look into the

pabiarchal conrnmity system ftat definitely alwrye stattds otr msn'* itrrest

Therefore I anelyze some speeches and confitents on frrc male chracters, amoqg

other things re Leonce Pontellier, tlre Colonel urd Arobin, on E&refrat disclose

men's afiitude toward women Adelo's chracterizstion in the atory also helps me

to see ffre fac.t ttrat a Creole wife iq her husband's wealth status ftat brfuqf a

prestige for him Theq E&ra's haods in naked, nrnbumed md ringed stde dso

show the male ounrership over wometl-

3.1.1 Creole Male Ctaracters' View on EdnePodellier

tr tre beginning ofthe novel, Leonce Pontellier, who spends his sumer

vacation at m exclusive Creole fmily resott, eyee his wife as she walks rp from

fte beach. "You a"e brrnt beyond recognition" (Chopin 3), Leonce says "looftiqg

at hig wife as one looks at a valuable piece ofpertonal proper$ which hss sufered

some dunage" (3). For its begirmirrg; the novel intentionally presents E&ra in the

perspective ofmale, her husbard specifically, to rander who Creole wives are as

ilrey seem to ttreir husbB$ds. And Edna is prresented as how Leonce views trer, as

ar objec! valuable even heasured. Thus fie opening scene intsoduces E&ta as a

valuable properly md Leonce as her owner, signi$ing trat &tra is merely athittg

to be possessed md gumded rather than aperson to be heard md afiended.

Ttren, later when T,eonce leams ofEdna's intention to abrurdoru her home alrd

mcve out into a private residence. he
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begged her to consider first, and foremost and above all else. what

people would say. He was not &eaming ofecmdal when he

dtered . . . That was such affriug which would never have erfered to

his mind to consider in connection wi& his wife's neme or his own

He was s'nply thinking ofhis financial integrity It might do

incalcnrlable mischiefto his business prospects (lZZ).

The reason $fu E&a leaves does not bother Leonce, Leonce is too concerned on

&e impact of Erkra's leaving on his business. certainly, to Leonce, Edna is an

ins{nment to gain reputdion in tte society, instead of a wife to be rmderstood md

cared for.

h additiorL I view drat ttris Creole hneband's ownership over hie wife is

similr to enslavement. Al*rough the Creole wives are not merfelly abued, in

fact ftey live proqperously, fiis syste.m acrcnowledges the srperiority offfre

h$bmd thaf effectg on ilre eryloitation on ffrc irferior wife. A possession" a

creole wife is like a slave whereas her hr$bend is her master, ufro owns her.

Flndmr, alike a slave ufto has to serve ad obey his or her maet€r, the Creole

wife, who ig c$med by ho hrubmd also has to obey md sn$,mit to her owner. In

addition as her owner, her husband delinitery has the tesdom end ar&ority

whether he wants to keep, dispose or set his wife &ee. Therefore a Creole wife,

who conpletely depends on her husband for her life secuity, has to reserve her

own will and mind to please and not to oppose or arnoy her husbed"

Thus, Etkla's fnfier condemns Leonce for beiqg..too lenienf' (gj) wheo

Leonce does not interpose hie influence or atthority to force E&rato go to her
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sister's wedding. He completely disagrees wiffr Leonce for lefiing E<ha do qdrat

sfte likes' He says " Cofiunstd, coercion re what needed- Pr$ yogr foot down

good and hard, &e only way to manqge awilE' (95). The fact &d Erkra,s fdrer

enforceg r.eonce to iaterpoee his arthority to force Ednato go to her sieter,s

wedding showg trat as aproperly, a wife is corihotled and headed by her o{ivner.

Anyway" a creole man hes dre power to hold and cootrol womsn for he

ftmctions more thut master, indeed he invents woman. The ideafirat womsr is

mnn's invention is offered ttnouSr Alcee Arobin, a disreputable flirt Ia tre grmd

dirurer to celebrate E<hta's birthduy, Alcee Arobin statee that 'Tt migftt be ffiiies to

strt o|s by drinking the Colonel's heatth in Sre cockteit wtrich he coryosed, on 6e

birdrday offfre mod charming ofwomen-fire darghter whom he imrented (lOs).

Man made, Etkra is not only her fafieds invention but aleo her husbend's irvention

First, E&ra is brought out or to be invented to tre world by hsr ffirer, yet E<ha is

ur invention *r* is designed for anoffrer invention by anotrermm, herhusbard-

Msrfttttg her as avduable poesessiorq Erlna's husband inverts her as afonn of

wealft and mofier ofhis children Ttus it cm be said ftat a Craole wife is born to

be invented by *aq for man and on the naceseities ofme. Tlnrs for more

supportiog details on fie conurunrity system, I rn movirg my discussion on Adele'e

prasence llret repreeerfs tre image of idolized Creole wife.

3.1.2 Adele As The Foil Chracter.

Having chrm ufiich is porbayed as'.he embodimant of every womaly grece

md chrm" (10), Adele is fire image ofwomsm who ffre creole socieg love and
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adore. Therefore before I point out fie exploitetion, I need to take a look into

Adele's charm for the characterigtics of ar idolized womal

It is interesting to note fte selected words, guch as '?ol4 eapphires, cherries,

some o&er delicious crimson fiuit " (10) to illustate Adele's bearty. Starge holds

ilrat *rege words consfuct feminine images (Stange 20?). And since Adele"s chefin

is wfret fie Creoles venerate, fernhinity obviously is one figrne ofttre Creole

commmity to characterize beauty.

Meanwhile, femininity interestingly ia referred to motherlrood '?osseseirry

feminine and mefonly figure" (chopin 19), Adele Ratignolle indeed ie the

rchetlpe figure of amother wofilsrl In fact, Erkre sees Adele as &e representation

of'?vladonna" (10). Incorporated in ilre imqge oftre virgin Mary, the Madonna

has eristed in weettrn cultures for centuries. She is tre yorrrg, beurtifirl, md pure

woft8t who ie at once amother and a virgin" a source of colrforts amd supports,

firlfilled in giving, submerged in dre male {igures who make use ofher. self

sacrificing; Madoma exists intending mainly to make men feel happy md srrccessfirl

(Hunter 3l). Adele's eewing wtrich she holds consturtly in her hmds, also

indicates her total selfgiving to her family. A Creole wife is designed to diuplay

her husband's fortme on behalf ofher husbsrd's dignig in the community, ard she

does not need to work. she only has to maintain her beasy and focuses her

aftention on her domestic responsibility as amottrer snd wife. And, all Adele's

labors, her sewing and sorting on her husband's laundry, re house chores. In

additio4 Adele's job achrally does not come from work for usefirlness. E&la

oamot rurderstand why Adele b*thers l.a nrake rvinfer ni.qht gamrents durins srmmer

vacation ( Chopin 11). Besides. like lidna" Adele also employs qua&oon nurses
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and maid to assist her in completing tlre domestic tasks. Obviously Adele's labors

mainly build rry her image as a dedicating housewife. So, phyaically rplendid and

magnificent mo*ter figure, Adele is the ideal model of awife that tre Creoles

demand and hence ofwhat Leonce Pontellier expects fiom &ln4 to be a ..mother

woman" (10).

Nevertheless" performing all socie$'s ligure ofbeafy, Adele's ersire

presence is aimed to remind frre properly system in which Creole womm is aform

of wealth rrd owned by her hueband. As one ofher husband's assets to briag

prestige, Adele has to display her husbmd's proaperity, by apperiru

er:travagmtly. Adele is always lavishly clo&ed with'thffiness ofnrffled' (19).

Yet she in conhast also dresses "in anegligee which left her rrus almost wtrolly

bre md exposed &e rich melting carves ofher white throat - (72\.In her rich and

elaborate, yet revealing clotrirg, Adele is excessively covered wtrile her body,

which is fte sign ofwealth to expoee, mskes such coverings redradanl Obviously,

Adele's beau$ is hero'conqpicuousness" as aform ofwealth (stqs$ 105). As her

lnrebmd's prestige to nttnin reputation in tre eocie$, Adele's beaty has to be

mmifested and exposed, clearly seen and perceived wiilr eyes in ar p,rodigal

draperies.

Nevertheless, Adele's charm is the rcproduction and represerfdion ofthe

society. Adele as a form ofwealth has to look beautifirl, yet her bearty should be at

tre e*ent ofthe Creole society stardud" In odrer words" Adele does not heve sr

identi$, her eristed selfiood is atr identity trat the societyhas firnished- And &e

rociety forms her into a possessioq owned by her husbmd and defiaed to figction

as amoffrer urd wife.
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tr additio4 Adele alweys wears "doeskin gloves wift gantlets (19) to restore

her hsrds perfectly urfiite, q/hich egain reminds her stafi$ as weelth. Accordirg

to Stmge, aCreole wife wtro briqgs herlrusbatrd"s repilation is alwrys

chracterized witr perfectly pale hands ( Stamge 205), and ifAdele is mtrked wift

fre gold ofthimble, E&ra is mryfted with the gold ofring; Thus it is interestirg

uihEn E&ra's hands re narrated in tlnee diferent Etateg, each ofuihich heg its own

inportmce. The ne:d malysis is not on &ha's hutds' loolc only but elso fteir

finrction

3. 1.3 E{ha's Heds in Leonce's herest

kr &e begirmirg or the story, Edna's hmds appetr naked urd $dumed u&ich

do not ber ilre sign ofher status ag Leooce's wife. The sigtr ofhe hends withot*

fte nng does not store her stat$ eifier es amflTied woman nor her husbed's

wealtr prestigs. Not only re they nake4 br"[ also sunbrrned wlrich may give an

indicetion of outdoor labor. A Creole wife ufioee tusbmd ie not very prosperoug

hes to help hira whetlef at plantation or ai home. Working, she csnot restore

pale and soft hmds. Thus E&B"g gunburned hande would repeal her value as a eign

ofleonce's wealffr Since E&re coilveys Leonce's wealtr sts$$ md reputation ehe

mrst rypear to perform no labor. Therefore Leonce was pretty boftered uften he

sees Edna'turnt beyond recognitiou-' (Chopin 3). Heariug her huebmd's critique,

E&ra

Held rry her handa, sfong, shryely hads, md sunreyed them

critically, drawing up her lawn sleeves above tre wrists. Lookfuts at
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ftem reminded her ofher rings, wtrich she had given to her lursbrod

before leaving for fie beach- She silently reached or$ to him sod he,

uuderst$ding; took tre rings fom his vest pocket and &opped ffrern into

her open palm- She slipped &em upon her fingers (3).

So, alfrrotreh Edna's naked hmds suggest rtotter idedity to E&a fiey also

"remind' (3) bofir leonce and Fina ofthe ringed halds, wtrich bea' vdue. fuid

0re showy md hunrrious ring obviously b'ringS back E&rs as Leonce's prestrge.

Besides it is inportant to remember fier E&ra gets her sunburn while she enjoys a

vacation at her husbmd's expeose at the rerpectable and ltmnious r€sort on CFrrd

Isle. In addition althor4h her hmds md rryrists are part cfher body, Ethe holds

out and examines as iftrey belonged to someone else. Indeed they do belong to

someore elee or et leest her husband, L€once, E&ta's owtrer. Tlnrs how Edna

views her own body crr be seen fooq$ tre eqgagement ofherhmds aod arnrs.

And E&raviews her body, which is *re sign ofleonce's ownership, as dienable

and detachable.

3.2 Edna's Qualities offui Ar$onomous krdividnl.

So chracterizdion obviously has shown drat the conrnunity qystem takes wife

as husbmd's property, and e:rploits Creole women. As amediato get areprfration

in fre community, Creole women in Creole mefi's eyes tre only objects- This

indicates Srat Creole women belong to the lower class ftan men in the conrmunity.

Frrther being a property, a wife is not in eonfol ofher own dextfury as her master

has a concern in it. Therefore radical feminism urges for feedom urd equality for
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hnth qenders hY acceptirqg wornan B"-q an autonoftrous urdiviclual who owru herself

I find soure characteristics of an a'tonomous woman in E&ra's independent,

Edna's private possession, E&ra's arttrority over her oum bodry, and Edna,s o*,r

choice to define her own identitv.

3.2.1 E&ra's Independent for Freedom

Belonged to their husbands, creole wives are not fee. After making a

confession fiat he is in love wi*r Edn4 Robert moans .. you were not free. you

were Leonce Pontelier's wife" (Chopin 143). Robert is aware ttret ftrey cmrot

get togetrer mless Leonce pontellier is willing to set his wife fee. so it is

obvious that &e husband fte ovfier ofhis wife, holds co*ol over her. As a

result e creole wife coryletely relies on her husbmd for her life essurmce.

Nevertheless' lefiing her huebmd conhol her life, a womryr s&lits urd erryporte

ftre eryloitation ofhergurder. Thus, in orderto fee berselffrom fie property

system' she has to set her self on her own feel liloman obviously does not beloug

to anyone else, she belo4gs to herself So she delinitaly should be independent

and take conhol her olvrr dediry. And Edne in nry opinion is an indeperdent

berg;

In fie opeoiqg sceoe wtren Etkta sees her hands witlror$ fie rirg she resches

her h*ds asking for 0re ring which her husbmd obediently &ops into her palm,

and E&raputs on *te .ing b herself Thie time fie sts€sses offie openirg scene ie

not on tre importance ofthe ring's lalue and symbol, yet on Edne,s afrifude.

sttrtgE sees &ha's hmd geshrre ie unlike, indeed corilrasted to tre bride's parsive

reception oftre ring (ShUe 202). Foryetrs wornnn qualities have been
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stereogped as modest" delicate, and tender. These qualities, *rouS Slorify man

clmacteristics; cornage, stsoqg and intelligence, ffre not highly valued in c

society hence womm is weak md zubordinate to mut (Mills 266). Tlnu fie

wedding rihral, which has fire groom first to give fte bride ffre ring, strows esfh

gendar,a stafus in mrriage life. The mm rryho ststs md directs flro grving ofthe

ri4g, certainly is fte leader, whose rryrk is above his wife. the rihral also

comrotes 6at tre womill has to wait for her husbmd'c direction to follow. E&ra in

contrast does not wait passively until her husbmd remerrbers of&e rfug md hmds

it to her, yet she takes an initiative to ask for it Edna's aftihrde delinitely is

ditrerent fiom ilre womm image in fie wedding rihral, who is sub'missive to her

husband's gUidmce. Therefore, Edna'e gestnc in rry opinion shows her

independent Stange also stdes that 0re openiqg scene foreshsdows &e firniag

point offfre plot d wtrich Edns, resolves "never again to belong to ano*rer tlran

herself' (Stmgs 203).

IIer choice offriends also charCIcterizes Etha"g nalne as an iadepended

individpal. "&hahad had an occasimal girl friend, brt ufre&er accideddly or

not, they seemed to haw been all of one tlpe-fie self conteine{ stte never

rcelized tret tre reserve ofher own chracter had much, perhrys everylhiUg to do

wi& thit'' (22). E&a is tempted to make friendg witr people, in fte sane $pe

wifir her own" for they have somedring in conrnor" the "self contained' (22)

cheracter.

Then" Edna's description "v*as not a wontflI Sv*n to confiderces, t

cheracteristic hiftrerto conhrary to her ndrne. Even as a child she had lived her

own mrall life all wittrin herself . . . The &ral life-&at outwrd existeoce which
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conforrrs, frre imvard life which questiont''(18) dso tells Edna's in&pendont"

As ur independent, &harelies in her own opinions, free fom offrers' influence.

Hence, Eckra cunot accept things easily, md her indepeoded empowers her "to

realize her poeition in ilre universe as ahnnsNr being and to recognize her

relations as an individual to [re world wittrin urd abord her" (Chopin l7).

Her independent questions her wtreftrer it is her own choice to be amother and

wife or the society's decision for her. Moreover, Erha does not fcel her

independent individual fits her role as amother md awife who is confolled md

headed by her husburd So, in her self searching for an identity, E&ra decides to

leave her marriage. As Edra told her huebmd lhet o'wedding is the one of&e most

lamentable spectacles on effth", E&a sees that marriage hes forrred her into

property and restains her fom b"urg fee and independent

3.2.2 Rlna'g Private Froperty md krdividuality

I*aving he mrriage, Edna also denies all wealth her husband efords, and

lives finetcially independent on her income from her sketcheg md mother's legacy.

And her ineistence to keep her income and mofter's inheritance includee motrer

chracteristic of an eutonomous individual, *ld is properly right

Creole wife, who signs her husband's social wealfi Btafi$, individually does

not hold properties. what she owns only her children md beauty, but bo& are

devices that maintain her status as aproper$ owned by her hrsband And

logically tl/hat a property owns artomatically will be regarded as its ownefs

properly too. And fre con'elation between a Creole husband atd a Creole wife is

possessor and possession. Thus what a Creole wife owns belon,gs fo her husband
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too, and this system is legitimated within a law, called Napoleonic Code.

Nrycleonic code was still in force in Louisima in ttre 1890s. assigning thet a

wife"s property is legally identical with her husband (Starge 706-7). In other

words, tre Creole wife has no separate property in their own right. Even *rough

her material needs ue lrxuriously ecconunodated, due to her stahrs as a sign of

wealth, sll those srpplies emphasize her safus as propertiless p,roperly ofher

husband. Unlike otrer Creole wives, Ednakeeps separated properties, her

mother's legacy and her income fom her sketches. The sketch ofMadame

Rdignolle is uroffier exmrple of object that Ednaretains as her own properly.

E&ra srmrdges md crumbles Adele'e sketch betweet her two hsrde when she

finds &at her sketch does not resemble to Madme Ratignole (Chopin l5).

Dertroying the sketch, Edns enforces her property right on &e sketch

Mearwhile, E&ra asains all her private properties by usitg hor hande and

eyes. In pro&rcing her sketches fhat bri4gs income for her, boh hards and eyes

give service. Certainly Edna, $/ho makes use ofher hmds md eyes, recognizes

fiem as her beloaginp. If*rey belong to Leonce, ftey only fimction to revefi.l

Leonce's wealth. Hence, Edna carnot use ffiem to attain private properties, iltd

sign her existence as rr independerit individusl. She uses trern to work to ern her

own money, dlat allows her to learre her mariage. So E&ta's hands md eyes re

Edna's properties ffrat help her to gain private properties. Thus I point rhnt the first

property Edna holds is her body for hands urd eyos re prt of a body. In

additior\ Sturge u*ro quotes Stanton declaration that 'in discuseing the right of

worrtan, we are to consider first what belongs to her as m individral', (Stange,

204) also proposes ftat u/hat &kra considers as her property is, firS her bof
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(204). Considering her body as her private property, Edna also realizes trat she

has and owns her body. As econeequence Ednehas urtrori$ over it which is

motrer qualtry ofrudical ferdnist

3.2.3 E&ra's Aufhority OverHer Own Body

Havr4g adhority over her bcdy, Ednaproves that she is m al.donomous being

Her body is prt ofher selftood ilnrs an atsonomous womuL who owns herte$

ardhorizes her own body. A Creole wife" q/ho signifies her husbmd's wealth, on

tre confary cannot adhorize her bo$ for she is merely aproperly, wtrose bo$

md self belong to her tnuburd Thus arfirorizing her own body, E&e

indivi&ralizes her selfbeing; And Edna arftorizes her boo} by pmcticing self

ownership md voluntay mo&ertood.

M&l's senral life positively is diferent *om wolRm's, owingto womal'e

cryaci$ to deliver children Never$eless, since E&ra owns her body, she slgo

owns her senrali$ and reproductiorU which are *te private etbibutes ofher body.

Therefore it is rry to Edna or any womsn, whefier she wsfs to be amo&er or not

a right wtrich radical feminist terms as voluntry mofierhood (Staoge 205)-

Frndrer, Sssqrrss sennlity ryrd motherhood re seprated, self ournrthip, erid*

to choose whefier she wets sex for pleamrre or for ababy, ie algo qged'

Obvioruly selfownership md volurtrymo6erhood are prerogatives on fte

ground ofwoman's cryacity as m individual. They claim ov*ner*rip of wo'mut'e

serual value (216). And by anilrorizing her body wtrether to give or wit}hold to

refirse or to allow sex, awoman can practice self ownership ard voluntrry

mottrertrood.
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tr Edna's case, first ehe leaves her husbmd on bed alone ut'il she ultimately

leaves his houee to move into trre pigson house. kr my opinion, sexrerity is a

physical eryression between husband and wife, wrrite &rnafeers.trer mrriage to

Leonce Pontelier was p'rely an accidenf' (chopin 23). Haviqg no love md

passion to her husbard E&re has no desire for him and after her first successfirl

switq she stays on &e porch, refirsingkofice's rrpeated orders md enx.eaties to

come inside to bed

'what ffe you doirg o't here E&a? I tho'ght I shourd find you in bed,

sajd her husband, .Are you asleep?, she herd him

movi'g abo't the room; every sound indicating inpatience md irritatio,n.

Another time she would have gone in at his request. she would, thro'gh

habit have yielded to his desire . . . ,, (40-t ).

Former E&ra who has not been awakened ofher possession and auttrori$

over her body, still lets her husband make use ofher body to prease his eerual

desire, alttro'gh she is reluctant. yet, this time she says, .. I memt to stay o't

here. I don't wish to go in, srd I don't intild to ,' (chopin 40-l). Edna clerly

states her persistence on her will to witfihold herself sexually trom her husband.

Later Eclna even stops sleeping rvith her husband altogether so ttrat Leonce

complains to the {hmity doctor. "'she's making it d*vilirhly uncorrfonatrl* firr r*^:

' she's .got some sort ofnotion in her head concerning the eternal rigbts of

women ; and you tmderstand we tneet in ttre morning at the brealdast table, ..

(135)- withholding herself sexually, E&ra exercises the ,,eternat rights of
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wornen" (135) in insisting that she has a self and ffrat she owns that self Edna

owns her or,vn selfiood urd body, frus she is free to authorize it, withholding

sexrally to refirse sex fom her husband.. Neverfieless as Edna is free to witrhold

herse$ she is free to give herselftoo. No longer sleeping md living witlr her

husbmd, E&ra declmes herselffee to have sex wiffr whomever she chooses. She

says to Robert 'I qm no longer Mr. Pontelier's possessions to dispose of or not. I

give rryself where I choose" (129). And Edna's selfgivirg is chosen beca$e she

has presurned flre choice ofnot giving as well.

She refirses to give herselfto her huband, as amefier of fect she refi$es to

give herselfto her children too. "E&rrbad once told Madwne Ratignolle that she

would nwer eacrifice herselflbr her children, or tbr ary one. firen had followed

arutrer heated argumenf' (6?). In this argument Edna"eqrlains" (67) to Adele

" I would give rry the unessential, I would give my money> I would give

my lifo for my chil&en, brd I wouldn't give nyself" And Adele

trlswer€, "A womdl who would give her life for her chil&en could do

no more &m that f'm sure I couldn't do more fim ftaf' (67).

Adele could not do more thsn grving her life, for her life already belongs to her

children and husband" Different from Edna, Adele ie amo&er who never

withholds frrus she crymot choose wtrat to hold" she only gives. And witlrholding

notring Adele camot make out ofglvrrg more hat she atready gives, while

E*ra csnot at first identi$ what she has chosen to witlrhold "f cao't make it more

clear; it's only something which I m beginning to corryrehelrd, which is
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revealing itselfto me" (6?). It takes time for E&rato get it cler- tr tre begiming

of &e story, after ur engfy exchwrge with her husbsrd abor$ her job as a mo&er,

she sits orfside in fte darft feeling m "indescfibable oppression' and " svqgue

angrish.. (8). E&ra ig still unable to identis what is wfong wi& her' But then just

ss hef individual self is stnrggling for recognition" she finds it ie increasingly

difficult to accept her role as wifb ofleonce Pontellier, srd mofier ofher

chil&en. The mofter role to E&ra ie a'Tate" {24} ftet "had not fitted her" (24)'

E&rarealizes that her identity atrorded by her marriage witrin Creole socio$ is a

false idedi$, for it is nother own choice, yet apublic role ftat is consigned to

her.

so, ..tryingto deterrnine what chracter ofwoman" (r09) she is, Edna

deliberately gives up her social domestic dr$ies as the lerl1l ofttre house" moves

or$ from fte funily honre into a private 8Pece, the pigeon hou8e, srd withholds

sex fi.om her lnrsbmd. All forms ofvalues thd &kra denies re the drties md

fimction ofwoman as wife md mo0rer. kr refining to ernbodry ffre role fiat is

determined by the scciety, E&ra is defrning her own idetttity-

3.2.4 E,&ra's Freedom to Choose Idedity

The cormunity has believed fid awoman is destined to be amother, since

she is born wi& reproductive organs. A wo'msn's ployrsic algo favors her nahne to

be amothef. As one illust"dioq Mrtin lerffrer says "Womet have nafrow

shoulders and broad hips. women ought to stay at home, the way created indicates

ftie, for they have broad hips md a wide firndsment to sit all upon, keep house and

bear md raise chil&an" (Mills 2?0). Neverthelese, the futh oftre amumrption that
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rvoman is destined to be amoflrer is relative, for it launches fom fire mele

dominated conmnmity, fiat tends to stmd on mefi's interegt srd benefit- Ttrus

radical feminism accu$es drat ilre role as mofier and wife, uitich is labeled to

womsn" is an e:ryloitation The community has defined an identi$ for awomm as

a mofter mrd wife, witrrout erking for her consenf in some sense also makes hef

moilrerhood involuntry too.

In fte Creole commuri$, motherhood is a."role" (10) &at is produced md

praded Adele, for erunple, pro&rces her maternity tlnough public discornse.

She always insists on talking about her condition in qtrich sha has her foudt

pregnmcy, and voicing her constmt ttrougbts ofher chil&en.

Madme Ratignolle had been mrried seven year€. About every two

years she had ababy. At that time she . . . .was beginning to think ofher

forxlh one. She was dways talkiry about her 'condition'. Her

'condition' was in no way apprent and no one would have known a

ffrirg abord it but for her persistence in making it the subject of

conversation (10).

Adele produces her "role of"mother wofiian" by thinking and provoking ftrought

For her role as amother woman, her chil&en are all that she concems about and

she has to declare it to everyone else about ttrat. Stange also setes that her two yem

interyals between her pregnancies might represent intentional spacing that keeps

Adele in or nearly in the condition that provides her identig. Adele has to produce

the condition ofmotherhood. because mcrtho-,r'irrtad to hu'is im ir{cutiuuai
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developed identity for herself Nevertheless, Adele's mo0rerhood is conbasted

with ttre chanacter ofmotherhood itself Motrer women "were women who

idolized ttreir children, worshipped their husbands and esteemed it aholy

privilege to efface themselves as individualsr'(10). Motrerhood certainly demands

tlre digmissal ofawoman's individuality, becoming awife and mottrer, awomm

orier*ates her life and all her concerns for her tursband and children Nevertreless,

Adele"s motherhood is not voluntary nor involuntry. Her condition does not allow

herto choose" bybecomingpregnurf Adele alreadybecomee amother. And

agaiq fte fact frrat mo&erhood takes a woman's life is drrnatically enpressed in

Sre scene when Adele, who is usually in coa8ol ofher prrsefice, becomes

patretically hysterical md pruroid during labor and childbirdr Ye! ater her

ordesl in childbir@ Adele still wtrispers exhaustedly, "&ink ofthe children,

E&ra, drink ofthem" (148). Based on Michaelts rgument in his book, Thc Gold

Stmderd md fte Iogic ofNatrnalism: Ameripan Literatre d ilE Turn ofthe

Centrg. Stmge states thd "by being a woman she is already sexually at rislC'

(Stage 210)- Motherhood takes awomm's life" for pregnancy md labor put

wonran at life rislq that might reeult in her deaflr And vohntery mo0rerhood

refering to the risk ofpregnancy, condefins dre system ftst identilies as well ss

enforces all women as mothers.

Meanwhile, urlike Adele, Ednadoes not embrace fire role ofa "mother

woman" (Chopin l0). What makes her "not a mother woman (10) is har refirsd to

"glve herselffor her children (62). Ir] fact Erha's mothertrood seems to be iryosed

md rmwilled. "she was fond ofher children in en uneven, impulsive way. she

would sometimes gnther them passionately to her hert, she would sometimes
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forget them" (2a). Even her chil&en's "absence was a sort ofrelief, &ough she

did not s&nit dris, even to herself It seemed to free her of a responsibility ufiich

she had blindly asswned urd for ufrich Fate had not fited her,. (24). And if

Adele'e mothertrood gives her an identi$, E&rds dedal ofmofherhood gives her

m identity as "not a motlrer womuf ' (10). Refirsing to be a mofier-womar, Erkra

chooses her own identity. kr fre mean time she also disposes the oppression that

dictates her to be wife and mother.

lfittrholding herselffom mo0reriood, E&ra is practicing avol'rfary

mo&erhood Insising on her right not to be a mother and refising to n.sacrifice,,

herselffor her chil&en, Frha ovms herself And E&rewithholds hersetffiom

mo&ertocd &at takes awotrrar's lifr, b withholding herselffom life. Thn,

efter showiqg &at eha rapesents all tre chanacteristics of an autonomous

indivi&rel, rily last qgunent is th* Edna"s dedh in tre ending oftre novel shows

frat Erha's awakeriqg has been firlly achieved.

3.3 E&ra's Freedom Ttnoudr Deafi

To understand Erha'e resolution to die, I refer to staqge's review who sayr

ft* femele urbjectivity md womsr's ri$t in The Awskerfug re grounded in
"abgohde sel&ood' (staqge 206). on his or her existence as an individual, each

Person is a fee and responsible qgent, determiriqg his or her own life. It is algo

important to note, 0rat rhe Awakening originallywas entitled A solitry soul ,

which is inspired by Marryasgant's short story * solitude" (uager 223). Edna is

fie "solitary soul" (23s), since the begrming E&ra ie all alone. Edna stuggles

alone serching for her own identity as ur indivi&nl, alone urd free from the

http://www.petra.ac.id


45

eociety. She seys to Doctor Mandelet, "' f am not goiqg to be forced into doing

trings I wrrt to be let alond' (Chopin 119). It is fie society md its syeteu,

&at Edna wants to get rid of Forrring her ido a possession ffrd is owned and

conholled by her huebmd, md defining her to be a mother ffrat has to "sfface" her

"individual" (10), tre society limits herfreedom as afree individual.

Nevertheless, tre society on fie contrry would also cast Edna's new being

Robert is the presentation offlre society that does not and'\rould nof' (153)

undertturd Edna's freedonr, troudt Robert loves her. "Good bye- becpnse I love

yott'' (148) is his partirg message. Robert goes becnrree his understanding hes been

too fu determined by fhu conventions ofhis society, drerefore he leaves. He is sn

honorable gentlernan in fie society's standard. Pertaps fie convention cm accept

his inlhhration to other men's wives in summer, but when he realizes trat his

relationship wifi Edna is no a longer romsrtic garne, Robert behaves like rl/hd fte

society expects a honorable gentleman to. Althouglr Edna has told him '1 am no

longer one ofMr. Pontellier's poasession to dispose of or not. I give myselfwhere

I chooge" (129), to Robert, E&ra still belongs to Leonce Pontellier for Robert

remains tsapped by Sre conventional norms, from which E&rahas broken free.

Hence, E&ra cannot see the meaning ofRobert's departure for ehe has disownerl

and reiected the $ocielt' and its svst*nr.

fiowevsr. Edna finally rxrderstantls 0lat Robert atrd the unig offheir love are

not ttre answers for her selflsearching. kr fact she admits Srat altlrough "dlere was

no human being she wants near her except Robert " (l5l) , 
"the day would come

when he too and the thought of him would melt out ofher existence, leaving her

alone" (!51). Edna is all alone in determining the meaning ofher life., even her
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children has no right to conbol and bind her personal being However, &hra has

considered to sacrifice herselffor her children. A mdernal quality, u terrp0etion to

give herselffor her children" ovenphelms Edna after she wihesses Adele,s

endring fhe agonies ofchildbirttr. Atrd Adele's plea'to think ofthe chil&m"

(148) asks her to sacrilice herselftbr her chil&en. Edna"meslt to ffrink of

ftrenr . . . . But not tonighf' becurse at fiat night E&a intends to give her selfto

Robert But then, she finds out ilrat Robert leaves her, md she gets alerted offfre

other significmce behind Robert's leaving She realizes thd g, societywould

never tolerate her decision to leave her domegtic responeibilitiee. Even Robert

who lcves md wishes to be with her, eannot accept Erhe ss efee individgal now.

So E<ha spends ffre rest ofthe night ftinking abort fie children" considering

whetrer she wrrtg to maintain her new individual being, free and independen! or

she hes to go back to her old life, as a submissive wife and motfter. And it is told

&at her chil&en reappear as her enemies, "mtagonistr wtro had overpower"d md

songht to drag her into the soul's slavery for ttre rest ofher deyd' (I jU. E&ra

knows what aretrn to anormal motrer womm life would mem for her. To permit

herself to retrn to her identity as amotrer and wife would dery and ftwart her

ewekeoed self Retumingto a life ofsuhmissive of conformity is dre retrn she

refirses to make, and Erhra'lmows away to elude therf' (l jl) snd..was not

&inking ofthese *rings" (lsl), as she wallcs down to tre beach- Ethahas made

her own reeolution, she r"firses to conform- Thut, Rha cmnot prr$e her preoent

time for she refirses to ber dre role as mother and wife. Yet, Srere is no fifire for

her eidrer, for the socie$ "would never understmd' (lst) her new individrat
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bern&. Thus, hor last sigtrt about her childhood tells abor$ her wish to refinn to her

pae! when she has not become EdnaPontellier brs $re fue Eets-

Edna has asserted her indivi&rality ad wommhoo4 rrd she is also m

..abgolute self, (stmge 206), all alone to determine her own life md be[rg Hence,

deterrrined to live on her own way" Edna choosee deast as her gate offeedorn

Ttnou$ deatlq Etha can siflfy her self determiuation to live as afree

independent berqg.
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