
APPENDIX I

BIOGRAPIIY

WILLIAM ]T{AKEPEACE TIIACKER.{.Y

(1811 - 1863)

William Makepeace Thackeray was born on July lSth 1811. in Calcutta

He was ttre only child ofRichmond Makepeace Thackeray and fume Becher. When

he was 5 years old, after his father died, he was sent back to school to England by

his mother, so that he should be separaled from his mother who married again with

Mqjor Henry Carmichael-Smith, aformer suitor. This period of separation, flre

period when he always dreamt ofhis mother, marked Thackeray's character deeply.

He portrayed his mo*rer, who had inlluenced in his life greatly, in his later

fictional works as Helen Pendemris, in Pendennis (1843 -18), and also as Rachel

Esmond, in Esmond (1852).

h 1822, he went to Charterhouse, his step{irther's old school, to study.

The brutal, and snobbish characters he met at that school were also portrayed in

his The Newcomers (1853 - 1855). He rwote almost all of his works tom his

own life eqredence and he also porhayed his wife, Isabella Shawe,whom he

man'ied in 1833, as tunelia Sedley in his'Vanity Fair (1843).
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Thackeray also wrote his novels based on the society like what he he did in his

early works. Thackeray was interested in human life in his time, the Victorian Age.

The Professor (1837), his first work, is about the love story betweerftwo

h-dropping cockneys; The Yellowplush Correspondence (183? - 1838), is about

the memoir of a mercenar]; and Barber Cox (1840), is about the tale of a barber

and his wife who are hying to live as rich people when they get a forhme in ilreir

life.

Thackeray lived until December 24th, 1863, in London. He passed-away

after he finished his last work, Dennis Duval (1864).
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APPENDIX tr

SYNOPSIS

Helen Pendennis, after her husband passes-away, becomes a single parent

for her son, Arthur Pendennis. Helen Pendemis has abig arnbition for her son. She

wryrts her son to be fit and usefirl for ttre socie$. Therefore, she tsies to interfere in

her son's life. When Arthur tells his modrer that he wants to go to be a soldier, she

says *rat it is abad job, and that he should not go to ftrat place. Also wtren Arthur

asks his mother's blessing for his relationship with an acfess, Bnily Costigan,

Hblen and her friend, Doctor Portnan, fry to make Arthur understand that he

should not marry that girl. However , Arftrur still insists on marrying that girl. So,

Helen asks her brother in-law to separate her son from that girl, so that he will

never rememtrer her again. Helen does trat to her son, because she feels that Ernily

is not fit to be his wife. She thinks that Larra Bell, her wrd, is ttre ideal girl for

Artlnr Pendennis. When Helen hears false news or abad rumour that Arthur is the

Don Juan of London which is tied to Fanny Bolton, she uses all mems to make

Farury go away from Arthur's life. When Arthu knows about that, he feels very

angry to his mother. He expresses his anger by insulting his mother with a loud

noise, and an angry tone.
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After Arthur's friend, George Warrington, talks about his past life, which is

almost like Arthrn's, Arthur becomes to realize his mother just wants to keep Arthur

away fiom the dangers that exist in the socie$. After his mother passes--away,

Arthur begins to realize that his mother's choice, LauraBell, is the suitable wif'e

for him. He becomes a gentleman, marries Laura and lives happily together.
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