
APPENDIX

A. Synopsis

'l 'he story The Turn of The screw is told by the governess as the narrator'

' fhe governess is a young worlan who has been brought up as the simple daughter

o f a p o o r c o u n t r y p a r s o n . T h i s i n e x p e r i e n c e d w o m a n c o m e s u p t o L o n d o n t o
t

answer an advert lsement for a governess, which is inserted by a f ine gentleman'

T h e g o v e r n e s s h a s b e e n i m p r e s s e d b y t h e e l e g a n c e a n d f r e e m a n n e r o f t h e

gentleman, rvho is her master to be; thus she fal ls instantly and passionately in

love  w i th  h im ,  even  though  she  me t  h i rn  on l y  tw i ce '

The governess is appointed to take charge of trvo children, Miles and

[: lora. rvho are the nepherv and the niece of her master. The master has hired her

on the condi t ion that  she must  never  t rouble h im,  "never  appeal  nor  compla in nor

rvhite about anything," and that she is to handle al l  problems herself '  ln other

rvords, she is to take complete charge of Miles and Flora, to be placed under her

author i tY.

' f  
he governess woulcl never have accepted the place, i f  i t  had not been for

her passion; she could not bring herself to disappoint her master rvhen he seemed

to bcg {br her favor. 
' [ 'hc mastcr had so powerful ly attracted her' however' she

scarcc l l ,adrr i r ts  l t ,  even to  hersel f ,  for  in  her  hear t  she knows that  her  love is

cornpletely hopeless. 
" l 'he 

object of her hopeless affection is only her master'  who

, ,  can never  regard her  as anyth ing other  than a governess '
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Then the governess goes down to BIy (the name of the house where she
begins her new occupat ion as a governess) and f inds rrerserf  no rongera poor
parson's daughter but the head of  a considerabre country estabr ishment.  The
governess roves her position and the children very much and this way, she
;ecretry rvishes that her master courd see how weil she is doing. she is carried
rivay to the point of ecstasy by the beauty of Mires and Frora, who are described
rs perfect I ittre chirdren and figured in such sweet and innocent ways.

Those conditions above courd suppry the material for a nervous
reakdown in a woman of no experience and of unstabre physicar background
ke the governess' At any rate, she instantly becomes the victims of insomnia.
he very first night, she fancies that she hears a l ight footstep outside her door.
r€ cr! of chird in the far distance and other more serious symproms, such as
porting to see the apparit ion of ghosts, in the figure of a man and,awoman, ro
rs' Grose, the housekeeper, and moreover, to manage her efforts in convincins- . !

i les and Flora of the apparit ion of ghosts.

For the t ime being, the governess and Mrs. Grose have become irnmediate
ends, and they agree on most things; i t  makes Mrs. Grose berieve what the
verness says about the possibi l i t ies of the ghosts. After consult ing Mrs. Grose
rut  the appar i t ion,  the governcss f inds out  that  the mare ghost ,  peter  eu int ,
s  the fbrmer va let  o f  the master ,  and the femare ghost ,  Miss Jesser ,  was t r re
ldren 's  lbrmer governess,  rvho has been in t imate and famir iar  wi th  the

ldren and both had d ied about  a -year  ago.  Upon fur ther  explanat ion,  the
erness grabs the idea from the inadvertent and careress hints about peter

'"
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Quirrt and Miss Jessel, (that both died mysteriously) thus the extraordinary plan
of evi l  is  going to be created by the governess based on the hints.

Knowing that her rove to the master is hoperess,  and that she must never
bother him, she creates her own imagination of evil to Miles and Flora, on the
purpose to attract her master's attention, so that she can be a hero in her master,s
eyes' The onry way to accomprish it, she must save the chirdren from danger, and
she may have the opportunity to save them by giving them enemies. That is the
relat ionship of  the governess'  hopeless rove and her creat ive rogic of
hal lucinat ion'  The enemies the governess creates for  Mi les ancl  Flora,  are the
source ol 'evi l  and darnnat ion,  * 'h ich f inal ly send the chi ldren to great horror.
those are the severe and horr ib le torment and even death.
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B.  I l iography ,

Henry James was born in New york city, on Aprir r5, 1g43. He was the

brother of a philosopher-scientist and also a psychologist named wil l iarn James.

Il is father, Henry James sr., spent his time combining interest of theology and

philosophy also often writ ing essays and treatises on aspects of religion and

philosophy, and developing certain degree of mysticism. Henry James was much

influenced by the patrician attitude of his father.

Henry James had no formal education, he was privately educated by his

tutors. In his youth, his father took the family to Europe in order to pursue

st in iu lat ing conversat ion and intel lectual  ideas. young James had already had an

ever last ing impression on the European l i fe.

, After their returning to America, James settled in New England and

studied at  cambridge, the center of  American intel lectual  thought.  Dur ing those

times, Janles met the first great influence on his l i terary career. In Boston, James

entered l - larvard Larv schoor (rgb2),  but  d iscont inued his studv since he

preferred to devote himsel f  to wr i t ing.
'  

By the late 1860's,  James had f in ishec some reviewing and had sold some

fictit ious rvork to the Atrantic Monthry. He went to Europe on his own and

returned again to camlcr idge and New York to develop his l i terary career,  but  at

thc  c r tc l .  l t c  ' ca l i zcd  tha t  Europc  was nrore  sLr i ta t r le  lo r  h is  rv r i t i l gs .  In  1g76,

Jamgs tnadc up a great decis ion to take up residence abroad. After t ravel ing to

\ :Ar loL ls  par ts  o f  the  u 'o r ld , . lames l i ved  t l re  res t  o f  h is  l i fe  near  London.  Unt i l

1915,  hc  rc ta incd  h is  Arncr ican  c i t i zen  o f  Eng lanc l  in  p ro tes t  over  Amer ica ,s
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fai lure to enter the war against Germany. James was natural ized as a Brit ish

subject  in  1915,  and rvas awarded Order  of  Mer i t  in  Januarv 1916.  Henrv James

d i c d  o n  F e b r u a r y  2 8 , 1 9 1 6 .

James had rvr i t ten many novels  which appl ied terms of  rea l ism,

psychological as-pects which communicated the more intense realization of

character and situation. James had published various l i terary works , such as, A

Passionate Pi lgr im and Other  Tales (1875) ,  Roder ick Hudson (1876) ,  The

Arnc r i can  (1877) ,The  Por t ra i t  o f  a  l - adv  (1881) ,  wh ich  i s  cons ide red  James '

- t l reatest  novel ,  a  vo lume cal led The Two Maqics consis t ing of  Cover ing End and

' l 'he ' l 'u rn 
o{" I 'he Screw (  1899) ,  and many more.

,  
On th is  occasion,  the thes is  rvr i ter  would l ike to  d iscuss one James'  novel

t i t led The Turn of  The Screrv.  The Turn of  The Screw is  bas ica l ly  a  ghost ly  ta le ,

rvhicl i  is considered anot,her favorite genres of James, that is bizarre stories.

' fhere 
wcre t imes when the f ic t ions of  Henry James show h im cxper i r r rcnt ing at

evcry turn,  se lect ing themes ref lect ing to  h is  career ,  dur ing the t imes rvhen he

rvas regarded a "lost" author, unwanted by i l l i terate world. The psychological

aspects of Henry James, during the t irnes of his fai lure, presented him the idea of

rvr i t ing s tones re la ted to  h is  personal  exper iences and he h imsel f ;  inc lud ing

creat ing the theme of  The Turn of  The Screrv.

The idea of lvri t ing The Turn of The Screw , was absolutely related to the

conversation about the deplorable scarcity of really effective and heart-shaking

ghost story James heard from Edward Benson, Archbishop of Canterburry. The

general outline rvas about a tale dealing with unhappy and apparently haunted
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children.in an English country house. The Archbishop narrativO was only a

"shadorv of a shadow", but it excited James and gave hirn the situation for The

Turn of  The Screw.

Accord ing to  some cr i t ics ,  the content  and themes of  th is  novel  more or

lcss can be found in  James'own exper iences and James h imsel f .  James had read

many supernatural and ghostly tales. As revealed by recent biographers, notably

Leon Edel ,  i t  is  sa id that  some of  James'personal  exper iences sesm to have

sharpened and deepened James' realization of dire ubiquity of fear and evil. Edel

has pointed out that The Turn of The Screw can be taken as a gruesome tale of

the ghostly, as a fascinating story of a psychiatr ic case, or as " a projection of

Henry . lanles' own haunted state". There are aspects betrveen ambiguity and

rcal ism in  th is  novel ,  rvh ich i l lusf rates how determinedly  James came to gr ips

rvith thc rnurkiest recesses of the unconscious, the irrat ional, and the most

p ro lbund  " i nne r  l i f e "  o f  men  and  women .

l - ike other  readers,  James h imsel f  could not  understand happens in  th is

storv ,  that  Archbishop Benson had g iven h im the impress ion of  mystery,  which

.larnes had transmitted, but to understand it ,  i t  is just "gleams and glooms,,.
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