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Chap te r  I

INTRODUCTION

I . l .  B a c k g r o u n d  o f  t h e  S t u d y

Ilcnry James rvas the largest l i terary f igure to come out of America durinu

ihe n incteenth and ear lv  t rvent ie th centur ies.  Henry James had t raveled f rorn the

Nc* 's ,or ld .  knorvn as Amer ica,  to  the o ld rvor ld ,  knorvn as [ rng land,  to  achieve

more prrof  oundly  l i terary v iew and was able to  get  a  degree in  f ic t ion at  the level

of  George El l io t "  ' l 'u rgenev,  and Zola,  a t  the t ime when Amer ican l i terature rvas

sti l l  r , ,oung and its rvri ters were sti l l  about to begin their rvorks (Arnerican Writers

3e)

' l ' ,here are several reasons that support the thesis writer to choose Henry

.f ames for her study. 
' fhe 

f irst reason is the fact that James rvas the pioneer whtl

appl ied the turn i .ng point  to  the Engl ish novels  through h is  essay ' fhe Ar t  o f

I_r_q!!I1 containing crucial statement by James about his ou'n art (Tanner 46).

. tanrcs l ras an cxt raord inary grasp of  the Engl ish language.  rvh ich is  re f lected in
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his  h igh ly  s ty l ized wr i t ing-Thomas Hardy ca l led '  a  ponderously  warm manner

of saying nothing in inf inite sentences" (46). /  ording to American Writers

(1974) ,  "James found the Engl ish novel  s t i '  . re  easy undisc ip l ined and re laxed

fbrm if had been from its early days, a' ne refashioned it  into a complex work

of l i terary art" (39). "With James, English writ ing about the theory of the novel

cor' ies of age."(Tanner 46).

The second reason that encourages the thesis writer to study James' work is

the fact that fiction was assuredly where James' essential talent and interest lay

ancl i t  rvas the form to which he devoted almost al l  of his l i terary efforts (Crit ical

Survey of Long Fict ion 1434). James is a prol i f io writer who wrote a lot of

novels and his works have become best sel lers unti l  nowadays. His works were

nruch inf luenced by the patrician att i tude of his father concerning on aspects of

rel igion, philosophy, and developed certain degree of mysticism (Wilson 386)'

The Lhird reason why the thesis writer is fascinated with Henry James is

j

that James was not only a practit ioner of f iction, but was one of the finest crit ics

and theorists (Edel 5). It was he who gave us the useful terms, for instance, the

theories of consciousness, psychology, and realism, for the crit icism of the novel

(Arner ican Wri ters 319).  This means that his v is ions and formulat ions in

literature have increasingly entered into the texture of twentieth century

l i terature.  Many of  h is theor ies have been appl ied by other f ine wr i ters.  I t  is

stated that Joseph Conrad, James Joyce, Virginia Woolf ,  Graharn Greene, and

Dorothy Richdrdson are among many novelists who derived techniques or
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aesthetic idea" "

J

. ;(he source of James. Even during James' l i fet irne, certain of

his fellow novelists abroad regarded him as Master (Wilson 386).

The last reason which the thesis f inds interesting to study James' work

among other l i terary works, is the facl that James is a unique writer who applies

the certain type of realism. "James'sort of realism in this case means being

laithful to his character and the acts of his character are alrvays understandable in

terms of the character's true nature, while characters from other novels often do

things or comrnit acts that do not seem to blend in with their essential nature.

' fhis 
rneans that when James creates a certain type of character early in the novel,

th is  character  wi l l  act  in  consis tent  manner  throughout  the ent i re 'book and wi l l

never refer to the reader's mind of what the character should do"( ' fanner 23), ln

the Cri t ical Survey of Lonq Fict ion, i t  is said that in a James' novel;  "rvhat is

rnost  s ign i f icant  rs  not  rvhat  t ranspi res in  the p lot ,  but  ra ther  the at t i tudes,

cmot ions .  and  d i scove r i cs  wh ich  un fo ld  i n  t he  consc iousness  o f  h i s  cha rac te rs "

r  l - l i 6  )

Acco rd ing  to  Cr i t i ca l  Su rvev  o f  Long  F ' i c t i on ,  James '  ma tu red

contr ibut ig l ts  19 the ar t  o f  novel  rvere developed {br  sorne f  i f ty  years (1440) .

L,eon Edel ,  poss ib ly  the most  respected Jantes '  scholar ,  has ind icated that

" . lames'  rv f i t ing can be d iv ided in to three per iods;  in ternat ional  theme,  soc ia l

issues,  and occasional ly  b izarre s tor ies"  (  1441) .  I

' I 'here were t imes when the f ict ions of Henry.Iames show hirn having

cxpcr imcntat ion at  every turn,  se lect ing themes showing the cr is is  o f  h is  career ;

the troubled feelings that he was a "lost" author, unwanted by an indifferent and
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i l l i terate world (American writers 331). Those were the tirnes when James wrote
several plays, yet unfortunatery he courd not be successful as a playwright;
proved at the time when James was booed at the operiing of his pray Guy
Dorrrv i l le in r ,g95 (Tanner 47).*when he was not wr i t ing his patables about
uttsucce ssful writers' he wrote ghostly tales, indeed most of his tares in this fo.n
bclong ro this haunted period,, (E del 29).

I t  $ 'as between r9g5 and I900, af ter  the di f f icurt  t imes of  Jarnes in his
theatrical ventures, he returned to write fiction in which he wrote series of stories
about ravaged chi ldhood and adolescence and also publ ished ser ies of  remarkable
no'els and stor ies which are tord f rom the point  of  v iew of  d isturbed men, young
wornen *ho are obsessed, haunted and perhaps insane. , rhose 

works are The
o t h e r  F l o u s e  ( 1 8 9 7 ) ,  w h a t  M a i s i e  K n e w  ( r g 9 7 ) , @  ( r s 9 8 ) .
' f hc  

Spo i l s  o f  f on l z ton  (1897) ,  rn  The  cage  ( r  g9g ) ,  
@ (1g99) ,

and ' fhe 
Al tar  of  The Dead (cr i t icar Survey of  Long Fict ion 1440)

According to Leon Eder,  " the ser ies above berong to a perrod of
cxpermenta t ion  in  James 'career ,  be tween the  hurn i r ia t ing  co l rapse o f  h is
as a dranrat ist '  (Trot ter  230).  Dur ing th is per iod,  . rarnes was preparrng the

tbr thc aclr icvement of  the rate novers,  extending and ref in ing his narrat ive

lcchn iques .  and t ry ing  fb r  do ing  someth ing  d i f fe ren t  and unusuar  (  23r ) .

l - h c r e a s o n r v h y t h e t h e s i s w r i t e r i s c u r i o u s t o s t u d y @

ts l l tc lact that this novel is the most celebrated story that belorigs to the haunted

pcriod' ' ILe 
rurn orrne screw, which combines both the theme of tormented

fa i lures

bas i c

chi ldhood and the ghost ly  e lement ,  was wr i t ten due to the psychological aspects
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-d ;J;ll,

of . lames during the t imes when he felt unwanted by the i l l i terate people which

prescnted h im the idea of  wr i t ing s tor ies re la ted to  h is  personal  exper iences and

the condi t ion he had fe l t  h imsel f  a t  that  t ime" (Edel  29) .  This  s tatement  is

suppor ted wi th  the cr i t ic ism rvr i t ten by F.W.Duppee (1956)  as fo l lows:

This James does in The Turn of The Screw to a degree of which he

himself appears to have been unaware, for he wrote and said many

conf l ic t ing th ings about  the s tory .  A ta le ,  as we r r r ight  say,  o f  to ta l

i rony,  i t  is  saved f iorn being a n icre exerc ise in  rnyst i f icat ion by i ts

. great charm and pathos. It  was, moreover, close to .Tames' mind at

that  t ime.  Concerned wi th  the d i f f icu l ty  o f  making sense,  o f  p icrc ing

the moral and metaphysical mysteries, the story was an incident in the

strenuous work of reconstruction to which he addressed himself in the

f ive years fo l lowing the theatre cr is is  (p .160) .

The Turn of The Screw basically features a young, inexperienced woman

rvhose love to her master is hopeless, for knowing that she is only a governess

and as agreed, her master cuts off al l  communication between them. She dreams

of something"heroic' for the children, as her charges, to please her master. Her

kind of self-sacrif ice in this case is attempting to protect the children from the

ghosts in the mansion where she works as a governess. The ghOsts here are

suggested from the death of the former servant and ex governess.

The Turn of The Screw then was regarded as one of James' f inest

achievement as well as being his most puzzling and controu.rr iul work. When it

rvas published, Oscar Wilde declared it  "a most wonderful, lurid, poisonous l i t t le
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tale" (Kaplan l5). "The Turn of The Screw contains of arnbiguous accounts to

the reader's mind in which they have to choose in determining whether they

should participate in the side of good faith of the governess, as the narrator as

rvell as the main character in this story, or even think that the governess is the

only one who frightens the children to horror" (Edel 30).

T h e a m b i g u i t y c a p t u r e d i n @ h a s i n d e e d r a i s e d m o r e

argument or provoked clairns by crit ics, because the truth is that every reader can

have his own interpretation. In the first phase of the debate, crit ics tried to decide

ivhat the story means. In the second phase, started by Shoshona Felman,s

tat ion" (1977, in Felman 1982b),  cr i t ics stated

that " i ts meaning is i ts undecidabil i ty. The story i tself has become an al legory of

the rvi l l ,  or the desire, to interpret" (The psychopathology of Modernism: Henry

Jantes 's  Odd Wornen23l ) .  "James revealed on more than one occasions how he

del iberate ly  put  ambigui ty  so that  the reader  rvould i rnagine h is  orvn horror , ,

rvh ich is  emphasized by Edel  that  i t  is  based on the theory that  "a n ight rnare rs

rnost  f i ightening to  the persol t  rvho dreams of  i t , ' (29) .

' l 'hc  
l 'urn o l ' " fhe Scrcrv  consis ts  of  the poss ib i l i t ies and ef fects  which may

dcepl f  in t r icate the readers in  which they must  be aware,  and they nrust  grve

dcc i s ion  abou t  t he  ex i s t cnce  o f  ghos ts  ( l t  w  Duppee  159 ) .  I n  o rde r  t o  ach reve  a

correct  undcrstanding about  the novel ,  i t  is  i r r rpor tant  to  not i ly  that  there are

some problems concerned on the governess, as the narrator of the storv. as

nr i t tcn b1,  Edel  as fo l lorvs .
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The haunted governess is the narrator, but she supplies few tangible

"facts", and the reader is placed in the diff icult posit ion of having

determined, from the story she tel ls i t-how rel iable a witness she is.

James called this "a trap for the unwary". Most readers caught up in

the movement of the narrative. understandablv take the soverness'

account of good faith (29).

, 
The Turn of Tl ie Screw i l lustrates:Iames' matured theory of the ghostly

ta le .  This  takes the percept ion that  James presents the mystery in  a d iscrete and

unique way, not by means of ghosts in common f igures people knorv. . Ianles'

ghosts walk mostly in daylight, in other words, the theme clf ghosts James creates

has noth ing to  do wi th  rea l  ghosts ,  darkness,  haunted o ld house,  and so on,  yet

more deeply  than those,  The Turn of  The Screw basica l ly  conveys James'v iew,

that  in  rea l i ty ,  " the only  th ing rvh ich has the greatest  capaci ty  to  scare t l renrselves

is  noth ing but  the i r  own creat ion of  horror  rvh ich f ina l ly  evokes f 'ear  and

damnat ion to  themselves"(30) .  The governess,  who is  the main character  in  The

Turn of  The Screw,  fh l ls  in  love wi th  her  employer  a l though she knows exact ly

that  there must  be no com:nunicat ion between both of  them. She does not  use her

log ic  that  i t  w i l l  be impossib le  for  her  to  love h im due to the i r  great  d i f ferences

o f  soc ia l  c l asses .

' l 'he governess manages hard to do the house works well and takes good

care of  Mi les and Flora,  her  charges,  in  order  that  her  master  wi l l  see how great

she has done her job and be thankfu l  to  her .  Holever ,  the governess does not

seem to be satisf ied with merely doing her job as a common governess. She keeps
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th ink ing of  her  master  day by day and her

hc r  t o  have  ha l l uc ina t i on .

' l 'he 
reason rvhy thes is  rvr i ter  rs

bccause of  the fact  that  the governess is

ru,ho is  capable of  hav ing hal luc inat ion.

to  analvze the causes and ef fects  of  the

nature of  be ing imaginat ive even leads

interested in  analyz in l l  the governess is

the centra l  and most  cornplex character

This  arouses the thes is  wr i ter ,  cur ios i ty

gove rness '  ha l  I  uc ina t i on .

S ta tcmcn t  o f  t he  p rob lem

' l -he 
lact  that  the governess

ra iscs the thes is  rvr i ter 's  cur ios i ty

hal luc inat ion and a lso the ef fects

tends to  have hal luc inat ion in  her  da i ly  l i fe

to knorv what causes her to have such

of  her  ha l luc inat ion.

1.3 .  Purpose o f  the  Study

The main purpose of this study is to discuss the causes

Iral lucinat ion,  then, to explain the ef fects of  her hal lucinat ion.

of the governess '

1.4.  Signi f icance of  the Study

The thesis writer hopes that this study wil l serve the purpose in giving the

readers, particularl j the Faculty of Letters students, the knowledge of Henry

Jal l tcs,  an American master of  t ic t ion,  who had introduced a cornplex vrork ol '

Literary Art to the English novels. The thesis writer also gives the fact although

James is regarded as a master of fiction, he also had experienced a. certain period

in which he felt like a 'lost' author who was unwanted by an indifferent and
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i l l i terate rvorld' In studying The Turn of The Screw. the rvri ter indeed hopes that

t h i s s t u d y w i l | o p e n t h e r e a d e r s ' m i n c l t h a t a c t u a l l v @ i s n o t

a common ghost  s tory  s ince th is  novel  conveys the i l lust rat ion of  Jarnes,matured

theory of ghostry tare which means that he shows the mystery in unique way, not

by means of ghosts in, common f igures people know. The thesis writer also hopes

that by reading this thesis the readers wil l  get the knowredge that using

hallucination to reach one's goal is harmful, just l ike the governess in this novel

srnce i t  f ina l ly  leads to  her  downfa l l .

1 .5 .  Scope  and  L im i ta t i on

l 'he thes is  wr i ter  l imi ts  her  scope by observ ing the governess,nature s ince

she is the central character, as rvel l  as the narrator in; the two different social

condit ion of the governess, the master and his way of thinking, the condit ion of

Bly' and the unexplained mysterious death in BIy that contribute great parts to

the poss ib i l i ty  o f  hav ing hal luc inat ion.  The thes is  wr i ter  would a lso s tudy about

other characters, whom are Mrs. Grose, the housekeeper and the confidante of the

governess,  and a lso the ch i ldren,  Mi les and Flora,  as her  charges,  s ince these

cl raracters rnay funct ion as means to  knorv the process or .horv the governess

qrows to be neurot ic  and possessive rv i th  the ch i ldren as the resul ts  of  her

h a  l l u c i n a t i o n

I .6 .  Me thodo logy

' fo  
serve the purpose in  obta in inu

study,  the thes is  wr i ter  does the l ibrarv

the data and information needed for her

research in order.to study the novel The

www.petra.ac.id


l 0

Turn ol 'The screw publ ished by The Penguin Group, Br i ta in,  1994, thc books

consist ing of  the theor ies of  Henry James, and also the cr i t ics 'opinion about

Henry Jatnes, especially those discussing and crit icizing The Turn of The Screw,

to  suppor t  her  ana lys is .

In rvrit ing this thesis, the thesis writer uses theory of characterization to

analyze the character traits of the governess. The writer also applies the theory of

setting to analyze the two different social conditions of the governess, her former

place in a Harnpshire vicarage which is a confined vil lage, and her new working

place at London, exactly at Bly, the name of the luxurious, fancy, and also

mysterious country mansion. In supplying the readers a more profound

understanding of the governess' character, the writer uses related theories which

explain the meaning of neuroticism and hallucination, as parts of the governess'

nature, to explain her uncommon personality.

1 .7  Organ iza t i on  o f  t he  S tudy

' fh is  
thes is  is  organized in  fbur  chapters.  The in t roductory chapter  expla ins

the background of  the s tudy,  the s tatement  of  the problem, the purpose of  the

study,  the s ign i l ' icance of  the s tudy,  scope and l i rn i ta t ion,  methodology,  and the

organizat ion of  the s tudy.  The second chapter  ent i t led the rev ierv  of  re la ted

l i terature consis ts  of  the theor ies of  l i terature that  inc ludes the theory of  set t ing

and characterization, and related theories namely the theory of Neuroticisrn a4d

hal luc inat ion.  
' fhe 

th i rd  chapter  is  the analys is  d iscuss ing about  the causes and
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effects of the governess' hal lucination. Finally, the fourth chapter is about the

conclus ion of  the analys is  whic t r  a lso d iscusses about  the f ind ines o1 ' th is  thes is .
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