
Chapter I

fntroduetion

rn th is chapter,  r  am going to discuss about the
background of  the study. in uhich r  explain thre reasons

vrhlr  1 choose shakespeare as a poet rather than as a
playwright,  Moreover,  r  a lso explain why r  choose his
poem venus a^d Adonis rather tharr  strakespeare,s otrrer
poems and sonnets '  r  a lso  s ta te  my - reasons  in  choos ino

the topic of  seduct j -on.

r  wir- l  inclurre also the statement of  the problem,

the pufpose of  the study. the importance of  study, the
scope and l imi tat ion.  a lso the scope anr l  the

methodo logy-  Th is  chapter  i s  c losed by  the  organ iza t ion

of the studv.
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1.1 Background of  the Study

r chose shakespeare for my thesis because of  the

fo l lou ing  reasons .  F i rs t ,  shakespeare  was a  grea t  and a

vrel l -knoun f igure not only in Engrand. but throughout

the wor ld as wel1,  shakespeare's works were among the

f i rst  top rank of  any other creat ions.  shakespeare hras

one of  the remarkabl-e poets dur ing the Eu-zabethan

per iod who had more t t ran one ski l l ;  he was a poet,  a

plalnrright, and an actor too. Shakespeare lras

considered as the uorrd 's greatest  dramat ist  tMagi l l

75281. As a plalrwr ight ,  Shakespeare had created 3?

famous plays and many of them such as Romeo and Juliet

Hanr let ,  and A Midsummer 's  Night  Dream have been made

into movies.  As a poet ,  Shakespeare had created

successfu l  poems and sonnets;  Venus and Adonis .  The

Rape of  Lucrece.  154 sonnets,  A Lover f  s  compla int ,  The

Pass ionate  P i lg r in .  sonnets  to  sundry  Notes  o f  Mns ic .

arrd The Phoenix  arrd The Tur t le . S f rakespeare ' s  poems

shcw the great  ab i l i ty  and momer, ts  of  a  genius (Barnet t

1 6 6 r ) .

Second ,  I  chose  Shakespeare  because  he  r *as  a

genius.  Thot igh shakespeare neve-r  completec l  h is  s tuc ly  at

thre free !{ramntar school of stratforcr, }re could ,cevelop

h i s  - q r e a t  a b i l i t i e s  i n  l i t e r a t u r e .  s h a k e s p e a r e , s  l a c k
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of  educat ion d id not  form h im as an unlearned or

untutored author ,  instead.  i t  made h im as an author  of

natura l  ur i t ings.  shakespeare rsrote by feer ing and not

only  by ru1es.  Though Strakespeare never  gained

educat ion in  univers i t ies.  he could prov ide h is

writ ings with perfect Latin and mythology from

educat ion he got  a t  the f ree g-rammar school .  For  ar l

t hese  ab i l i t i es .  Ben  Johnson  c red i ted  h im  as  a  gen ius .

Dryden beU-eved that Shakespeare tuas ' .natural1y

rearn 'd ' ,  and needed not  ' the spectac les of  books to

read nature i  he look 'd inwards and found her  there"

(Reese  21A)  .  Shakespeare ' s  mas te ry  o f  h i s  ma te r ia l  was

a  p o e t ' s  m a s t e r ]  a r r d  n o t  a  s c h o l a - r ' s  o n e  { Z g 1 } .

Sliakespear€'s l- i fe ir i  a sffral l  conrrnurri t f  arr,c his forrnal

educat ion at  the f ree granmar school  gave a great

inpact  in  h is  r , r r i t ings about  nature.

Thi rd.  r  chose shakespeare because shakespeare was

a unique person.  Dur i -ng h is  l i fe ,  shakespeare $as known

as an honest arrd strorig-rninded nran. No one could force

h im i -n to  t ransac t i ons  aga ins t  h i s  n i l l  ( 269 I  .

Shakespea-re was a. l -so f i rm in  c lec id ing what  was r ight  or

wrong and th is  character is t ic  o f ten appeared in  h is

wr i t i ngs .  Shakespea- re .s  wr i t i ngs  a lwa l r s  con ta in  mora l

r - ia lues on l i fe .  Moreol /er ' ,  s f rakespeare had s u l l ique ,n 'ay

o f  t e l l i nq  s to - r i es .  He re .  shakespeare  no t  cn l v  d rev  o r
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to ld  the readers of  what  was going on.  He made the

readers see i-t  for themselves as i f  they were a part of

the s tory .  The way shakespeare p-resented nature is  as

if .  " Al- l- the images uer'e st i l l  present to hirn..when he

descr ibes anyth ing.  you more than see i t .  you fee l  i t

t oo "  (Eas tman  335 ) .  Shakespeare  was  good  a t  pu l l i ng

emot ions of  the readers through the s tory  ter l ing and

the characters he created.  The character izat ion of

shakespeare 's  characters are c lear ,  as i f  they were

real  and a l i r re  and not  just  an imaginat ion of  the

author .  shakespeare made h is  characters fu l1  wi th  human

strengths and weaknesses.  Fur the. rmo-re.  shakespeare

l iked to  wr j - te  l ines on real i ty  and exper iences bet ter

than on romant ic  i rnagery on1y.  A11 of  shakespearef  s

r* r i t ings are based on h is  countress ohservat ions on

love.  marr iage.  and l i fe .  Lots  of  shakespea-re.s  works

conta in h is  very th ink ing of  l i fe  that  s tar ted f rom his

boyhoocl .  youth.  unt i l  h is  e lder  l i fe .  The way

Shakespeare descr j -bed h is  ideas througtr  h is  ur j_ t inqs

rea- l - l -v  presented h is  characters and thoughts.  Hence,

shakespeare r ras wr i t ing facts  i -n  a uor ]_d where the

readers l ived and knevr  exact l i r  o f  what  was . . rea1, '  to

them (Reese  269 \  .

Arnorrg Shakesp,eare '  s  poems I

urh: -ch uras pr i r i te ,C in  1593

I  chose  Venus  and

7 L  - l  - \ , -  ;  . -
I I L - I ( J I I . L f , , and  ded ica ted  to
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Henry Sriothesley. the young earl of Southampton.

because  i t  i - s  Shakespeare ' s  f i r s t  poem.  Shakespeare

cal led i t  "  the f i rs t  he i r  o f  my invent ion"  neaning

that  i t  was h is  f i rs t  poem or  h is  f i rs t  work to  be

pr i -n ted (Ki lver t  306) .  Yenus anr l  Adonj -s  rsas

t remendously  successfu l  o f  that  t ime.  Venus and Adonis

was a narrative poem full with the honey-tongued of

Shakespeare that  made i t  a  beaut i fu l  poem.

Moreover ,  I  a lso chose Venus and Adonis  because

the poem L/as \ \  sensual" .  The poem conta ined a l - l  the

lustful actions of a goddess to a young mortal boy.

si l l- iam Empson said that Venus and Adonis soon made its

impact  a f ter  appeared in  the Stat ioner 's  Regi -s ter  and a

]ot of l ibidinous underqraduates uere said to have

slept  wi th  the poem under  the p i11ow, merely  because of

the  sensua l i t y  o f  t he  poem {Barne t  1668) .  J .C .  Maxwe l l

wrote that  Shakespeare was "  explo i t ing . . . the sheer

comeciy  of  sexual i ty" (1668)  .  Conparec l  to  Shakespeare 's

other  poerns.  j - t  is  ur i ique s i r rce j - t  descr ibes a wonran 's

seduction upon d rndrr, which was not common duri-ng that

e ra .  The  ma in  fema le  cha rac te r .  Venus ,  o f fe rs  "a11  the

del ights  of  sexual  love wi th  unabashed f rankness"

(F{agr i l l -  7 ,528)  .  Though Shakespeare a lso macie s imi lar

therne r ; f  lust fu l  act ions in  h is  other '  works,  on ly  venus

and Acl i ; t i i= :  l ias a qreater  a t ier r t iern f rom Lt re readers

http://www.petra.ac.id


because of  the woman's  pecul iar  act  o f  seduct ion.  A

cr i - t ic ,  Gabr ie l  Harvey.  ment ioned that  .eventhough The

Rape of  Lucrece and Hamlet .  have i t  in  them to p lease

the readers.  i t  was in  venus and Adonis  that  the

younge l  genera t i on  took  mos t  r l e l i gh t '  (Reese  266 l  .  I t

means,  the younger  generat ion loved venus and Adonis

mo-re s ince i t  was s t range for  a  goddess to  have an open

sexual  in terest  upon a man,  moreover  to  do the sexual

aggress iveness.  Houever ,  the s t range act ion indeed made

the poem more popular and loved,

Next .  r  chose venus and Adonis  because the poem is

a combination between tragedy and comedy. The part of

venus 's  love 's  labours lost  is  a  comedy r*h i le  the death

o f  Adon is  i s  a  t ragedy  (S tan lay  se l l s  4s )  .  venus .  s

- l -amentat ion over  Adonis  created the t rag ic  s i tuat ion of

the  poem.  The  con t ras t  s i t ua t i on  has  c rea ted  i n  t he

readers an 'unresol -ved conf f ic t  o f  impress ions '  (45)  .

seemingly .  shakespeare urote the poem in order  to

del ig t r t  and arnuse the readers to  "gaze orr  the nro l renrerr ts

of  venus and Adonis  as you r rou] -d on the twinkr ing

dances . . . "  (Rober t  Spea igh t  7S)  .

Fur thermore.  Venus and .Adonis  is

.1nd legencl  anc l  Shakespeare hacl  made a

of i t .  t :r ' iginal1y. Verrus came fr.orn tfre

in  -*h ich she was kr rown as the qodciess

a storlr of m1rlfu

c l i f ferent  vers ion

Ronran nryffrol,rgy

c f  sp r i nq ,  b l com,
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and beauty.  venus was a lso ident i f ied by the Romans

with Aphrodite as the goddess of love and beauty, from

the G-reek mythology. venus and Adonis was inspired by

c'rr idian Epyll ion, sci l laes Metamorpliosis which talke,c

a l rout  Adonis  returned f rom Hades (Reese 216l  .  However ,

shakespea- re ' s  venus  and  Adon is .  s t resses  on  venus .s

act ion of  seduct ion and her  sense of  ross r {hen Adonis

d ies.  The d i f ference is  that  in  Orr id 's  Metamorphosis

there is  no sense of  sensuous enjoyment  s ince ov id uas

a rer ig ious man 1276t .  Moreover ,  ov id.s  Hetamorphosis

only  conta ined ?5 l ines whi re i -n  shakespeare,  there

were  1200  l i nes .

I  am in terested i_n analyz ing the tcp ic  of  Venus '

at ternpts  to  seduce and Adonis '  re fusal  to  i t  s ince r

th ink j - t  s t range for  a  goddess to  seduce a man ancl  a

man to refuse a goddess.  shakespea-re in  r r r r i t ing the

poem'  seems to draw the publ i -c 's  in tent ion by showing

off the goclcless as having the character trait as a

l iunran l:eirrq. According to ttre Greek rnythology, the tale

of  Adonis  does not  end up t+ i th  h is  death and venus.

mourn ing.  shakespeare eventual ly  fo l lows the vers ion by

Ov id  ra the r  t han  t l - re  o r i g ina l  one  (As imov  B j .  S t i l l  i n

Shakes i :ea re .s  wr i t i ng ,  he  s t resses  on  the  even t  o f

sec luct ior r .  ver ius and Adorr is  conta i_r is  . .a  pecul iar ly  h i_gh

anc i  seve l ' e  mora r  a l l egc ry "  {Ba r r re t  1668} .  r t  seems  tha t
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shakespeare urants  to  draw the qoddess a long ru i th  the i r

human st rengths and vreaknesses.  Here.  venus i_s the

goddess who stands for  lust  and chases af ter  a  boy.  The

cordrress of Adonis towar.d verrus. advances is used by

shakespeare to  turn to  the "harder  anr l  less fami l iar

task of  a  uoman's  pra ise of  manly  beauty"  {As imov 10)  .

Super f ic ia l l1 . ,  though the s tor1.  seems to inc lude the

re lat lonship betseen mal-e and female,  yet  r  asa_re that

rno-re than that the story is about a goddess ancl a human

being-  However ,  in  venus and Adonis ,  the act ions of  the

characters a.re the other rrray around. venus becomes the

agent  and aggressor  of  sexual  p leasures whi le  Adonis

becomes the v ic t im of  Lhe seduct ion i -n  uhich he refuses

to have sexual  i r r tercourse r r , i_ th her .  These

contradic t i r re  at t i tudes of  the main characters against

the common assumpt ion have made me in terested in

anal lzTing the top ic  of  seduct ion and refusal  in  venus

and Acloni-s.

7 .2  S ta temen t  o f  t he  p rob le rn

In  th i s  t hes i= ,  I  uou ld  l i ke  to  f i nd  ou t  t he

facto-rs  that  make yenus t ry  to  seduce Adonis  and the

fac to rs  tha t  make  F .don is  re fuse  i t .

http://www.petra.ac.id


1.3 Purpose of  the Study

My purpose of  the s tudy is  to  reveal  the in ternal

and external -  factors  of  Venus 's  seduct ion toward Adonis

and the i r i ternal  and external  factors  of  h is  re fusal .

7 .4 Impor tance of  the Study

Through th is  s tudy,  I  br ing seduct ion as a

s ign i f i can t  ma t te r  t o  be  conce rned .  I n  rea l i t y ,

seductlon alruays invol-ves two sides; the doer ancl the

rr ic t im.  There are in ternal -  and external  factors  that

make someone commit  seduct ion.  The in ternal  factors

come from within due to the character traits. while the

externa.L factors are th ings outs ide the pelson that

inf luence hinr or her to commit seducti-on such as

se t t i ng  o f  t ime ,  p lace .  e t c .  By  recogn iz ing  the

internal -  and external  factors  of  seduct ion,  I  hope the

readers woul -d get  the not ion of  hour  to  avoid i t  when

the  same th ings  happen  to  them.

Moreover'.  by kno'*ing the

factors of  re fus ing ser luct ion,

tha t  ac tua l l y  a  pe rson  has  the

ser luct ion s ince i - t  is  a  cruel -

des t roy  the  v i c t ims .

i n te rna l  and  ex te rna ]

the readers l r i l -1  rea l - ize

r i gh t  t o  re fuse

act  that  can damage or

Last ,  I  hro; - :e  readers wi l l  put  h ig t r  appr 'ec iat ior r

to  Sha l :espea- re ' s  wc r l . : s ;  wh ich  i r i c l ude  no t  c , r r I y  h i s
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1 0

p lays ,  bu t  a lso his  poems

Adon is .

and  sonne ts ,  espec ia l l y  h i s

poem Venus and

i .5  Scope  and  l i r n i - t a t i on

The  scope  o f  d i scuss ion  j -n  th i s  t hes i s

and  Adon is ' s  re la t j - onsh ip  i n  r *h i ch  Venus  t r i es

seduce Acloni-s and Adonis refuses her. I  l imit

is  Venus

' l -n

my

discussj-on onry on the factors that  make venus commit

the seduct ion and Adonis r 'efuse the seduct ion.

1 .6  Methodo logy

In doing rny thesis.  I  use

order to gain and col l_ect .  data,

irrforrnation that can support nry-

a l -so sur f  the in ternet  in  or ,Cer

ancl  in format ion that  miqht  he lp

anr l  Adonis .

l ibrarl '  research in

cr i t ic ism. and other

analysis. l"{oreover, I

to col- lecL more data

me to understand Venus

Yenus and Adonis is  a narrat ive poem, a s tory

that is nrade rf lore vivid by clr 'arnatization and cti-alogue.

As a narrat ive poenl  uses act ior ,  and speech ch ief lv  as

means  o f  cha rac te r  reve la t i on  iA l t enbernd  34 ) ,  I  need

the theory on character izat ion j -n  orc ler  to  f ind out  Lhe

factors t "hat  make Yenus commit  sedr_rct ion and Adonis

r 'e fuse i t .  To c lo  t l ie  ar ia lys is ,  f  r reec i  sonre t i terary

too- l -s  namel t i  f i<gures of  speech,  i11 i3ger-Vr  ar ic l  c l i_cLion,

http://www.petra.ac.id


l l

These too ls  wi l l  he lp ne to  analyze the factors of

seduc t i on  and  i t s  re fusa l .

1 .? Or 'ganizat ior r  o f  t f re  Study

This  thes is  is  d iv i r ler r  in to four  chaprers.  chapter

one is  the in t roduct ion which consis ts  of  the

background of  the s tud1. ,  the s tatement  of  the probrem,

the pu 'pose cf  the s tudy.  the impor tance of  the s tudy,

the nrethodology,  t t re  scope and l imi ta t ion.  and the

organization of the study. chapter t i*o, the review of

re la ted l i terature.  consis ts  of  l i terary  dev ices and

also story about venus and Adonis r,rhich was written by

orr id  in  Metamorphosis .  chapter  three is  the analys is ,

which corrs is ts  of  venus 's  factors of  seduci -ng and

Adonis 's  factors of  re fus ing.  chapter  four  summar izes

the  ana lys i s  and  the  f i nd ings .  Th i s  thes i s  i s  c rosed

wi th the appendi_x.
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