
Chryter I

Introduction

1. Background of the Study

6mite T.r,lais one of the mostfamous and conhovergial figures ever

known on the French literary scene as he alwzys makes his presence

known in every aspect of society, not only in rt but also in politics.

Drinkwder ever stdes ftat Zola's personal life is noted though the sense

of'lity md love ofjustice" (904). He never hesitdee to let his neme

mentioned to any incidents in the society even though his actions will

endanger himself Saurat states that fu 1898 Zola's sense ofius'tice thew

him into the Dreyfirs's alhir even though the alhir made him have to hide

in England for aperiod oftime. Dreyfis was Ialsely accused ofbeing a

spy and condemned by the rmy bibunals. Knowing that Dreyfirs was

innocen! Zolawrote J'accltse,his cornageous public lefrer to the
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President, wtrich wes "an honor to the FrEnch nation and human spirif'

(le).

In coherent with his sense ofjustice, Zola chooses a subtle way of

srytng out loud about the misery of low class people by writing a lot of

novels about people who a.e oppressed by their surrounding Therefore,

his protagonists always hy the best way to eryress their lives so that they

can gAin power needed for their survival. For instance, his Nana is about a

courtesan, his Germinal is abod the mine, his L'Assommoir is sbout

drinking shops, and so on All the places and occrpations mentioned or

told in his novels mainly belong to low classpeople,ufuo a-e "the products

oftheir heredity aad environmenf' (Thody 139)- These people have

difficulties to have abetter life or to move to an gpper class as they a-e

conditioned in poverty for so ma,uy years.

Flrthermore, Luldcs mentions that Zola's fate is one ofthe "litera5r

kagedies ofthe nineteenft centurS/'(95). AlthousTslzhas gred talent

md human qualities, such as pity, sentiment, idealist, andromantic, for the

greatest things, he has been prevented from reaching his destiny by

cryitalism" As thougb to affrm thd stdement, Sarnd sqys that Zolais"a

csrdidate thirty-one times et the Freach Academt'', and he is alweys

rejected became he rebels against the academicirrs (19). As Zola is a

rebel, the academicians, the most influentid men at the Frtnch Academy,

refine to give him an honor in spite of the fsct thal he is aprodigious

worker.
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Despite the unfortunate incident with the acedemicims, Zola still

sunrivos due to his unique ways ofwriting his novels, uftich are

observation urd spontaneous sentences. He alwaye does an observation to

collect datafor writing his novels so that his novels redly depict the

environment or society as the way it is. For instance, to describe Nana's

apartmen! Tnhdidapersonal reserch ofthe luxrnious tome of Madasre

Valtesse de laBigne. There he saw the bed, a"bulging sumptuous

creation encrusted with gilt qryids and erotic bas-relieff', md decided to

make it asNana's tlrone (KinS 127). Moreover,Tnladircgards

tmditional rules of syntax, especially tte use ofthe word "afif in the

middle and at the beginning of a sentence (Bery 5). By doing so, Tala

makes his sentences seem very spontaneous, like casual com'ersdion

In addition to that, Tnlavary oftsn achieves a "siryle

staightforwrd'way ofwriting uitich is not at all m easy exercise. His

style is only his subject-mdter, thd is ndurally displayed before the

readers in ih details, rrd that is a,gred.art (Sarat 24). Therefore, the

readerswill immediately know ifthe novels are bad, &rll, oruninteresting

For instance, Nana is a story about a courtesan ufro witrs malry men's

hearts, especially the rich ones. These people come to see the first

perfonnance ofthe courtesan d the tbd€be des Vari66s, md they

immediately'fall in love" wi& her. In uniting the novel, Zola eryhesizes

only onNan4 not on the other chuacters itr the novel. He describes

Nana's artions, stuggles, thoughh, and many ottrers in details wibor$

flourish words, wtrich makes the readers dbectly grasp the content of the
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story and determine whether they are going to continue reading the novel

or not.

Zolts international reputation as a novelist and ajournalist also

maftes him worthy to be considered and studied The readers car find his

contribution in the Russian newspaper, Vestnik Evropy (Berg 8).

Moreover, Hillegass adds 0rat even though there are none or few pure

natnralists'writing today,Tnla.'s influence on the development ofthe

novel has been hemendous. For example, he opens rry a new subject

matter for the novelists and supports his use of"lurid subject matter wi&

philosophical principles" (78). Reaffirming that stdement, Saurd says

that "neither Galswortry nor Sinclair Lewid' would have existed without

Tnla(2l). Sinclair Lewis, atwentieth-century American writer, likes to

writo novels, ufrich tell ftat human beings actually have no conbol over

what happens to them. This theme is also Znla's firndamental depiction of

what happens to va'ious members ofRougon-Macquat family (Ihody

13e).

Tala' s'T.ougon-Macqrrf ' series, consistiqg of twenty-two

volumes, is his great contibution to French literature. This series

describes in accurate details ffre one aspect of everyday life ofthe

members of a commorplace family, such as the prostihfion (Nana), the

drinking-shops (L'Assommoir), ttre mines (Germinat), the railways (La

B€te Humaine), and many others (Drinhvater 903).

The writer chooses NAlg instead of other series ofRougon-

Macquart becgrrse of its popularity. Published on 15 Februry 1880,
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55,000 copies ofNang!- the story ofAnna, daugbter of Gervaise Macquart

and cotpear - were sold in afew days (conroy 239). Besides that King

states thd music hall comedians joke aborf her, singers compose songs

about her, rtist - including Manet - paint her, and Pris goes wild over

Naa Nma is afavorite topic for disclssion among the salon crowd for

weeks, and it is socially essential to know something at least ofher story

(130).

Nmg's uniqueness arolrses the thesis writer's interest to choose this

novel. This novel is apowerfirl indictment ofthe social decay uftich

marked the reign ofN4oleon IIL Thus, Nana is portayed as a zuccessful

courtesan" not "sentimentally or rommtically, but realisticallf', ufrich

makes her story a setmon wuning men agpinst a devotion to ltst (Magtll

2510). When people readNsa, they get the clean description ofthe time

md way Nana lives. They see Nana as a courtesan ufuo has her rrys urd

downs, the characteris'tic baits ofNana's friends and lovers &at are

different one from mother, md the condition ofthe society at thd time

qftich is degrading

Moreover, Leonard believes bdNaga is an "iwestigation of a

particulr phenomenon ofthe perio4 the ascendancy of the demi'monde, a

society existing in society, and tbredening to devou its progpnitor" due to

the social decay at thnf time. The scope ofthe novel is a series of stages

gradud€d in size and influencing each other until d lasq Nuq the theffe

(wtrere she was firrt intodrced to the society), md the demi-nnnde

remold society in their own image (149-50). Through the thealre, Nana is
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able to know other people, especially rich meq to her own advantages.

Thus, she emerges from the thefe and creates her own demi-nnnde

sociegr, which finally covers and threatens to devow the "tue" society.

The fact thatNana is a courtesan who is so powerfrl that she can shock the

"real" society higgerr the thesis writer to s0rdy deeper about her.

Since @ stands as "m instence of this artistt'' md may be seen

as Zola's proofto recreate dehils and concepts into meaningftl form and

stnrcture (Leonard 149), 6ris French novel has been accepted as one ofthe

canon literry worlc in the English literdre. The first kanslation is done

by Herry Vizetelly in 1884. Yet, the thesis writer decides to choose Nana,

hanslated by Douglas Purnde in 1992, as the primary source of her thesis.

Prrde has wrifren widely onFrench studies and is aprize-wiming

translator from French, German and Italian (7nlai). The publisher ofthis

novel is o:dord University Press, uihich has published other outstanding

world classics.

In addition to thar, the thesis writer is Ltterested in feninism as in the

real life, women re changing from being housewives to careerwome4 an

indication ofthe feminist movement Women want to prove and to be

recognized as themselves, not as someone's sister, daugher, or wife- A

"power feminisf', according to Wol{ views women as skong figrrres in

qfrich women usually "examine closely the forces urayed against a

womafl so she can exert her power more effectivelt'' (137). Most people,

consciously or unconsciously, are familiar wi& term'lower feministd'

since people tend to view feminism as a movement rhaf wsrts to win

http://www.petra.ac.id


certain rig[ts for women ttrough their stong wills to decide their own

lives. Tlnrs, feminists tend not to be wsloomsd warmly by the society.

Nonetheless, soms women believe ftat they can also achieve power

through their natural condition" as powerless figrnes. This belief is lmown

as a'aictim feminisrn'', which views women as "beleaguered fragile,

intuitive aqgelsr' (Wolf 135). For instance, if mothers dislike their

children's behavior, they might hold themselves emotionally by ignoring

the children. Realizing the change in the mothers' ditude, the chil&en

might inbospect themselves and change their bad behavior. This makes

thd the mothers gain power over fteir children from their powerless

condition

Since the term'qvictim feminisf is uncommon to most people, the

thesis writsr wmts to inhoduce thess two ways of acquiring power,

"st.ongl' and'fu.reald' w&ys, that cao be found in the main female chrscter

ofEmile Tnlz'sNuta. Those two wEts, "sbongl'way md'lrealC'wEl,

re two conbadicting views as fte first one erryharizes on women's

shengths while the second one gives the eryhasis to women's

weaknesses. Seeing thatNana has two techniques of gaidng power and

that they do not seem to conhdict between one another figgers the thesis

uniter to sfirdy more abord her chracters and conflicb.

2. Stdement ofthe Problem

As the thesis writer has pinpointed in the background of the shrdy,

Nana has her own ways of gaining power that do not conhadict one
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another. On one han4 she seems to be a stong woma$ wtro has a

determination to decide her own life, and in this caso, she uses a"skongl'

way to get power. Nevertheless, she also has some weaknesses that she

nses to achieve power, wtrich is known as e'tf,teaP' wsy- Seeing those

two diferent characteristics, fte writer is curious to know though wtrich

wayNana actually succeeds in ottaining power.

3. Purpose of the Study

The writer feels dratNana sets a good example for two wrys of

achieving power. On one hand, Nana uses her stengths to garn power and

the way chosen is known as a"sbongl'way. On the other hand, the thesis

writer sees that she eryhasizes her wealmesses to acquire power, urd ftis

is knowu as a'\poalC'way. Hence, by malyzingNana's chanacteristic

Eaits, shuggles and conllicts witr the society, the writer cm determhe to

which ways Nana uses to accomplish power, a"shongl'wry and a'\rrealC'

way. Furthetmore, she wants to prove by using feminist ryproach thal

acfually the "shongi'wsy is the succesffirl way forNana

4. rmFortance ofthe Study

The writer watrts to tell tre readers &at there are two wuys of getting

power from feminist's perspective. One way views women as strong

figures ufro use their stengths for power, and the other one views women

as weak figures wift their weaknesses to power. Most people view

women's aftempts to gain power negatively as they see that women end
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power are two sepmte thingg hence, any women's Eids for power is not

good Furthermore, the writer hopes that this thesis may be useful to other

shrdents in exploring more about women trom feminist point ofview.

Besides ftat, the writer wants to encourage other sfudents in the

Faculty of Letter-s to read Nana - that according to critics is a unique novel

- by 6mile 7-ol4 zBrench novelisf and other French novels. Most people

are foniliar witr the English literature, writers, poets, or playwrights; thus,

they seldom know other counbies' literafrre. There re a lot offoreign

literatures &at have been kanslated into Englistr and considered as canon

literary work Hence, the writer hopes that this thesis can arouse the

readerr' interest in other counbies' literafirre as it is inrportart for students,

especidly fre students ofthe Faculty of Letters, to know md lern other

kinds of litsmture to broaden theirmind"

5. Scope and Limibtion

The scope of this thesis is the main female character's life fiom her

first apperance in the play, the Blonde Venus until her second comeback

to her determination u$ng her righh to gain powsr.

In additiotL the thesis writer limits the analysis ofthis novel by

discussing Nana, the main female character of this novel, as she has her

two contradictingways ofachievingpower she needs, as a"stroogwa5l'

and as a'\peak wsf'.
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6. Methodology

In analyzing this thesis, fire writer is using primary data and

secondary data The primary data used is the novel Nana" which is wrifren

by Emile Zol4 banslated by Douglas Prnde, and published by Odord

University Press in 1992. The secondry dafa used to analyze the problem

ofthis thesis are collected through library research and note taking. The

data collected through this process a'e $re critics' opinions, theories of

feminism (a"power feminisf' and a"victim feminist), -d literary

the ori e s, name ly charasteri ratio n and c onfl i ct

The thesis writer uses literay 6eories, as a support, to showNuta's

characteristic baits and conflicts. The feminist ryproach is used to show

that Nana uses both "stongl' way and "wealC' way to gain power so that it

finally can be concluded *rat she zucceeds in gaining power tbrougb her

determination aboutwhat to do wift her life.

?. Organization of the Study

This thesis is divided into four chryters. fire first chryter,

intoduction, discusses about the background of the shrdy, stratement of the

problem" purpose ofthe study, irnportmce ofthe study, scope md

limitation, and last but not leasl methodology. The second chryter is the

review ofrelated literafine ufiose main concern is the theories used to

malyze the novel. The thesis writer uses feminist theories to know the

two warys thatNana uses to gain power, fte "stongl' way and the'\pealC'

way. In order to do so, she uses critics' opinion md literry tools, such as
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characterization and conflicts to help her categori2s ]r[ene'g tlpe of

feminisrn The thssis writsr andpes the novel in the third ch4ter. In it,

she proves trat even though Nana has two ways of achieving the power

needed, she is successful at exerting her "shongi' wzy througbout her life

to garn the power. The last chapter is conclusion qftich answert and

concludes dl fte questions, facts, theories, and analysis mentioned

previously.
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