
The novel that I chose to analyze in this thesis is 
The Plague ( L a  Peste, 1947). It concerns with major 
things in Existentialism. The writer decides to choose 
this topic because there are only few students who use 
Existentialism as their study and hope this thesis will 
help other students to know more about Existentialism. 
The writer uses Nietzsche's, Sartre's, Albert Camus', and 
Kierkegaard's Existentialism to support this thesis. As 
an existentialist, Camus expresses his idea in his work 
that he does not believe in the existence of God. In the 
analysis, the writer compares both Dr. Rieux's and Father 
Paneloux's Reaction Toward The Plague. In The Plague, it 
seems that God does not do anything to help to overcome 
the plague disease at Oran town. That is why, Rieux as a 
human being starts trying to help Oran people as a doctor 
by giving medical treatment and finally he becomes the 
saviour even it is too late. On the other hand, Father 
Paneloux as a priest he helps Oran people by giving a 
sermon and praying to God. Even at the end of the story 
he cannot survive. Dr. Rieux's reaction shows that he 
considers using his own ability as solution but Paneloux 
uses his relationship with God as Kierkegaard's idea. 
Finally, the writer could find out that Camus uses Rieux 
as his main character that represents his Atheist 
Existentialism that man as the centre of everything in 
man's life and Paneloux as Theist Existentialism 
considers that God as the centre of life. Both of the 
characters' actions show something typical of 
Existentialism. 
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