
CIIAPTER I

xNIIRODUCtrrolt

1.1 Baokground of the Study

In Dictionary of Literature. C- Hugh Holman

defines a novel as a prose nagative on a large scale.

Long plot and numerous characters are among its

distinctive characteristics. These characteristics

enable the readers to gain deep understanding towards

the  s to ry  (1985,  315-318) .  For  tha t  reason '  the  thes is

rrriter chooses to study a novel for her thesis.

In particular, the thesis sriter thinks that John

steinbeck's The Grapes of  $rath,  is  north analyzing.
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She chooses Steinbeck, the American nineteenth century

novelist, because she is interested in his deep concern

about the condition of American loser class in his

norks. Steinbeck experienced the Arnerican Depression

year, when most of the states had undergone hard l ife.

The louer class people, especially the farmers, become

the vict ims at  that  t ime (Minter;  L994.730).  Steinbeck

witnessed that temible social condition that later

inspired him to write about the hardship of the poor

norkers.

Another reason that makes the thesis t.Ir iter

chooses Steinbeck is because as a realist, Steinbecl<

likes to write about the real condition around him. He

has to know his material f irst hand. He nould not

narrate a story nhich has no basic in fact. Thus, most

of his norks take place in California and deal with

subjects uhich he thoroughly understands, because he

was born and greu to matur i ty there (Coles,  1984:1).  In

preparation of nrit ing his novels, Steinbeck would

often live, uork, and be rith people about yhom he was

to nrite. Thus, in preparation for r*rit ing The Grapes

of Srath, Steinbeck uent to Oklahomai joined some

migrants and rode $ith them to California. Once in

California, he stayed uith these migrants, I ived rrith
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then in Hoovervil les, joined them in search for uork,

and attempted as much as possible, to come to terms

with these people 's essent ia l  character ist j -cs (Owen,

1 9 8 9 : 1 5 )  .

The thesis rvriter chooses The Grapes of Srath

among Steinbeck's other rrorks mainly for three reasons.

First ,  The Grapes of  Srath is Steinbeck's best novel .

He elected to the National Institute of Art and L,etters

(1-939),  received the Pul i tzer Pr ize (1940),  and given

the  Nobe l  Pr ize  (1952)  fo r  th is  nove l  (Co les .  1984:9) .

Secondly, The Grapes of Srath uas one of the most

influential and controversial novels of the thirt ies.

Steinbeck rrrrote the real condition of the migrants'

l i fe in a novel, but it sas debated lrhether the

situation could possibly be this bad. Sithin six

months, there had been more public xesponse to his

novel than to any novel in Arnerican history. Many

people said that Steinbeck had written nothing but

"black l ies", but other people testif ied to the

accuraqf of Steinbeck's portrayal even conditions uere

much uorse than had been reported by Steinbeck

( C h a r l o t t e ,  1 9 8 0 : ? ) .

Third, in this novel Steinbeck vas guccessful in

vividly describing the whole condition of the 1930's
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imnigrants by telling the story of one family only. He

once said that the plight of the migrants was something

impersonal and distant. Eventhough the American people

have heard a lot about this plight they did not really

understand the real and detailed fact, He felt that the

American people could never really sympathize trith

these immigrants merely from reading about and hearing

about their general plight. Therefore, he decided to

tell the story of one famj-ly, The Joads, then the

entire situation lrould be better understood. The Grapes

of Trath is a phenomenon on the scale of a national

event (Char lot te,  L980:16).  He began the story f ron

condj-tion of the smallest part of society, a family,

and then to the condition of the biggest part of

society,  a nat ion.

The thesis writer chooses the developing and

changing character traits influenced by the changing

sett ings as her topic s ince i t  appeals to the thesis

nriter that the relation between the character and

sett ing is an j -nterest ing subject  to discuss. In th is

novel. the thesis uriter notices some character

developnent in the two nain female characters, that is

are Ma Joad and Rose of Sharon rrhen they have to face

trith several new settings. she perceives that there is
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a sharp change in the character traits of Ma and Rose

of Sharon.

Furthermore, the thesis rrriter f inds it

interesting that Steinbeck put the female character of

l.ta Joad and Rose of Sharon as his main characters in

the novel. Ma is described as the physically and

mentally strongest person in her fanrily. In addition,

though Rose of Sharon is changing slowly throughout

the novel, Steinbeck put her last action as the climax

of the novel.

I.2 Stateuent of, the Probleu

As the thesis sriter stated above the tno main

female characters in Steinbeck's The Grapes of Srath,

are Ma Joad and Rose of Sharon. In this study. the

thesis writer wil l analyze how Ma Joad's character

traits are developing and Rose of Sharon's character
:

traits are changing in accordance with the changing

s e t t i n g .

I.3 Purpoee of the StuQy

The thesis writer nants to trace the process of Ma

Joad's developing character traits and Rose of Sharon's

changing character traits as affected by the changing

http://www.petra.ac.id


setting they are dealing r,rith. Therefore, the thesis

writer ruants to analyze the relation betveen the

changing sett ings and characters.

I.4 lryortanoe of the Study

The thesis uriter hopes that the readers may learn

that the settings, where human beings l ive in, give

nuch influence on human's characters. Everything that

happens around a human being certainly gives great

impact on him/her. It means that the setting plays an

important role in influencing one's l i fe.

The thesis writer hopes that by reading this

study, the readers can learn more about John Steinbeck

as a real ist .  Steinbeck l ikes to descr ibe the sett ing,

vhere he puts his characters, as clear as possible- His

characters a.re seemed as a l iving human being. The

readers may learn hou Steinbeck's, as a realist, ways

of writ ing.

She also hopes that the readers can learn more

about the two main fema]-e characters of the novel- The

female characters are seldom to discuss by other

crit icism, the thesis writer hopes that the readers

uil l knon that Ma Joad and Rose of Sharon also play an

important role in the novel.
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I.5 Scope and Li.uitation

The thesis r,rriter chooses to focus the study only

on the two main female characters in the novel those

are Ma Joad and Rose of Sharon. In this analysis the

thesis lrrj-ter uses the other characters, such as Pa,

Tom, Casy, and Connie the farrily members of Ma Joad and

Rose of Sharon as a means to get a better understanding

of the two female characters,

The thesis vriter l imits her study mainly on the

changing character traits of Ma and Rose as resulted by

the changing sett ing,  in the novel .  ThereforeT the

thesis nriter wil l also analyze the settings in the

novel.

I.5 llethodoloEy

The thesis writer witl apply the literary approach

to analyze John Steinbeck's The Grapes of  Srath.  The

main source in th is analysis is:steinbeck's novel ,  The

Grapes of $rath, uhich was published in L966 by Conpass

Books Edition. As the secondary data, the thesis nriter

also gathers some revieus, biographies, letters and

crit icism concerning the l ife of Stei-nbeck and the

r,rit ing process of The Grapes of Srath.
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The thesis nriter lriJ-l also apply trlro literary

devices, those are setting and characterization as

tools to analyze to work. Moreover, the thesis writer

tcil l  use a psychological theory to help her to analyze

the role of settings towards the changing characters.

1.7 Organization of the ctudy

The thesis writer divides this thesis into five

chapters. chapter one is the introduction that consists

of Background of the Study, Statement of the problem,

Purpose of the Study, Importance of the Study, Scope

and Limitation, Methodology, and the Organization of

the Study. In chapter two, the thesis writer presents

the related l iterature and related theories to the

topic. The analysis vil l  be in chapter three and four.

In chapter three, the thesis nr i ter  is  going to analyze

the early character traits of Ma iload and Rose of

Sharon before and during the hard and long journey. In

chapter four, the thesis nriter nil l  analyze their

character traits after they have already undergone new

experiences and problems. Then in the chapter f ive, the

thesis sriter nil l  rri-te the conclusion of the

analysis.
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