
Chapter IV.

Conclusion

Tluor"rgh the analvsis- it is depicted clearly that the major male characters'

oppressrons in the frarne of patriarchal ideolory as seen in Catherine Lirn's

collection of short stones The Woman's Book of Superlatives as the canse of the

lnaJor fernale characters' suffering, as a result, the major fernale characters suffer

a lot. The suffenng bnnss psvchological and physical effects on its victims. The

male characters exercise their status- authority, and power to oppress women, In

fact. men's oppression as it is understood, is defined as a situation where every

opportunin' of power within the sociery is entirely in male's hands.

. After I analvze the rna-jor male characters' oppressions toward the fernale

characters in the frarne of patriarchal ideology as seen in Lim's short stories, I find

out that the ideologv of patnarchv is used to justifu men's oppressions, namely in
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male-fetnale relationslrip.lnen oppress fernaie. As a rnaler of fact. rnel lrave

special autltot-itv so titat tnen tend to oppress womell. Therefbre. t1e rnaie

clraracters' oppressrorts in tlte fi-arne of patriarchal rdeologl' dorninale ap,l cerrtr-pl

in every aspect of lilb. namelr, ir trre dornestic and the public domains. 
i

All of the male characters above oppress the female characters that lead t1e

female characters to their suffenngs. All of the major male characters in the frarne

of patriarchal ideology as seen in Catherine Lim's collection of short stories The

Woman's Book of Superlatives oppress the major female characters. Tlrere is

inequality relationship betneen men and women so that men dominate women in

the domestic domain and the public domain. Men's oppressions happen in the

relationship between father and daughter, boyfriend and girlfriend, husband and

wife, and even boss and secretary. A fatlrer who is really holds the power and

authoriry, tends to oppress and exercise his power to his daughter. In the

patriarchal tradition, there is an assumption that a woman is weak, submissive.

and subordinate creature; consequently, she is considered as unimportant- and

unworthy creature too. Because of these reasons, many parents dare to sell tleir

daughters into servitude in order to fulfill their needs as seen in ..The Song of

Golden Frond". Besides that. in order to get a biological satisfaction, a stepfather

in "The Enerny" dares to rape his stepdaughter, pei-yin when she is alone at

home. The other short story that portrays the life of man's oppression tirat has

been done by a father is in "Bina". In "Bina", a father oppresses his daughter

through the marriage arrangement since it brings a grand of bride money for liirn

so that he can have a new business, Inotorcycle, even a better education for his

son- It seems that a father does not really care about his daughter's feeling since
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he just cares abottt his oun needs. In the personal relationship. a -v-oung nan cau

oppress his sirlfnenci since a nran cirooses arrd decides everv thrng in tireir

relationship- brrt a \\ottran lr.rst \\aits to be choselt bv rran Tlrerefbre- jrr ..l Ite

Revenge"- a man oppresses his girlfriend since lre is not responsible witl rvhat he,

has done to her. namelv takins her virginity. Besides tlrat. in the rnamace. rnen

also oppress their women as seen in "The paper women,, and..The Rest is

Bonus". The way of their oppression is different since in .,The paper worren".

the oppression uses gentle way, namely through the government requirernent

about family planning. The way of the government to minimize the number of

population indirectly brings men's oppression toward women since this

requirement is just focused on women not men. Even though according to

medical research, man carl have sterilization operation too, there is not a

requirement to order men to do that (Bhasin. 1996). Men never becorne objects

since men have made the tradition, regulation, and law based on every thing t6at

suits for them but it does not suit for women (Bhasin, 1996). In ..The Rest is

Bonus"' a husband uses his phvsical power to bafter his wife if she displeases him

The last is in the office. The boss oppresses his secretary as seen i, -.For the Gift

of a Man's Understanding" since he thinks that she economically depends on hirn

who pays and supports her needs. The evidences above clearly portray that the

major female characters in the Catherine Lim's collection of short stories The

woman's Book of Superlatives are oppressed by the major male characters.

Therefore. the major male characters' oppression leads the maior fernale

characters to the psychological and physical sufferings in their lives.

After I analyze the fernale characters' suffering as the result of the rnale
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characters' oppression in the frarne of patriarchal ideologv. I find out that ali of

tirern irave rniserabie lii,es \ot onlv psl,choiogicalll, but also phvsicaliy. The

ma-jor fernale characlers have to irear a great sufferin-s in their lives as seel jp

Catherine Lirn's collectron of shofi stories The Woman's Book of Superlatives

since they are oppressed bv the malor rnale characters that mav affect

psycltological and physical conditions. They cannot live normally and have idea

since every thing is decided bv men. Because of their oppression, women have to

pass many tribulations that are really tou-eh and uneasy to be solved since the

society still use and believe that the patriarchal ideology is the best ideologv that

they have ever had. women cannot release from the sufferings since the

relationship between men and women are still unequal. It means that a good

relationship does not put any group ofpeople, race, and sex to the special and

higher position, but it puts thern in equal position, so no one will dominate and

oppress other weak groups. and the other group will not suffer also llom the

oppression. The trade of poor fernale infant makes Golden Frond suffers since

she feels helpless and fi-ustrated to escape liorn tlre trap of forced marriage. Slre

cannol escape frorn this trap so that she cornes to the peak of her suffering. She

commlts suicide. Besides Golden I'-rond. Bina suffers psvchologically since her

parents and socieqv hate her as a rebellious girl. She feels that she is exiled bv

them. The suffering is also erperienced by Pei-Yin psychologically. She distrusts

any male, has the change of behavior, and even has gloomy ftiture. Besides in the

childhood, suffering is experienced by a girl who has a personal relationship witlr

lier boyfriend. Her virginitv is taken arvay by her boyfiiend, so she feels asharned.

anxious, and eveu angn' so that slre takes a revenge. However. it leads her to a
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greater sufferin-e. that is, spending her life five years in jail. Suffer.ins rs also

expertenceci br.'tire fbrnale cliaracters in the marriage. N4an's oppressiol ilflicts

strffenng on \Yolratt as seen in Larn,'s wife's life. She suffers frorn the loss of

freedom since slte does not have a ri-eht over her own reproduction Besides tlrat.

Meenachi has to sttffer psvchological and physical condition because s5e has to

bear her husband's immoral attitude and his physical abuse that make her

unconscious and hospitalize in the hospital. Suffering is also experienced not on6.

in the dornestic dornain but also in the public domain. It is experienced by Helen

since she feels inconvenient in her job, afraid of her husband's knowine about her

boss' insolent attitude, and even humiliated effect.

Helplessness, ffustration, suicide, exile, distrust of male, change of

behavior, gloorny future, humiliation, shame, anger, plrysical injure,

inconvenience in the job, and others can be considered as women's psvchologicai

and physical suffering. Even though they resist against male's oppression, tirey

still cannot rn'in and come out from the oppression since they are weak Thev

have to bear the present and the future as all oftheir sufferings are portraved

clearlv in Cathenne Lirn's collection of short stories Tbe wornan's Book of

Superlatives.
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