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In t he s to r y  i t s e l f  th ere  are se v e ra l  d e t a i le d  

d e s c r ip t io n s  which suggest the sym bolic  nature  o f  the 

p a tte rn  o f  e-vents.
I-----------------

' When G o y o t ito  was stung by a s c o rp io n  the greedy 

d o c to r  re fu s e d  to  see them; but a f t e r  Kino found the 

p e a r l , . t h e  d o c to r  degraded h im s e lf  by v i s i t i n g  Kino* hut 

to cure  G o y o t it o .  From t h is  we know 7/hat k in d  a f  a person 

the d octo r  i s .  And the d o c to r  and the p e a r l  b rok ers  are 

o b v io u s ly  symbols o f  greed  although we must admit that 

the p e a r l  brokers  are men doing t h e i r  jo b  as w e l l  as they 

can do. A lso  John S teinbeck  wants to  show us that K in o ’ s 

wants were t o o  much because Kino was never s a t i s f i e d  

w ith  what he had.

The p e a r l  o f  s a lv a t io n  became the p e a r l  o f  damnation,

because i t  i s  sa id  that i f  you g iv e  a person  one th in g
\ *

and he wants o th er  th in g s .  That i s  why the gods, took  revenge 

upon K in o . A good p o in t  o f  K in o 's  ch a ra c te r  i s  that he renained  

humble although he p o s s e s s  the p e a r l .  He was n ot  c o n c e i t e d  

towards h is  n e igh b ou rs .

A fte r  the second a ttack  Juana t r i e d  to  throw the p e a r l  

back Into  the sea but Kino co u ld  prevent her in te n t io n  

because Kino had se t  h i s  mind to  fa c e  th'e t r o u b le s .

Someone had t r i e d  to  k i l l  Kino, but he c o u ld  defend h im s e lf  

and k i l l  the a t ta c k e rs  and went home d i r e c t l y .  When he came 

th e re  h i§  hut was on f i r e  and he adced h i s  brother*  p r o t e c t i o n  

and at l a s t  he d ec id ed  to  run away to  the h i l l s  accompanied 

by h i s  w ife  and h i s  son. I t  happened that the pursu ers  f i r e d  

a r i f l e  up the fiiiiunt a in s id e  and k i l l e d  h is  son.
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'Then K'ino and h is  w ife  re tu rn ed  back to  the town and 

went d i r e c t l y  towai’ ds the sea sh ore . I t  was a f i n a l  d e c is io n  

f o r  Kino to  g iv e  up h is  p e a T l  and Kino o f f e r e d  the p e a r l  

to  Juana because she was r ig h t  that the p e a r l  was e v i l  and 

i t  d estroy ed  them. /

Another good p o in t  o f  K in o 's  ch a ra c te r  was he d id  not 

have any id ea  t o  talce h i s  neighbours* canoe even h is  canoe 

v/as destroyed  by someone to  prevent him c r o s s ia g  the Gul£« 

Here John S teinbeck  wants to  ^low us that we are not a llow ed 

to  le a v e  eur s t a t i o n  l i k e  Kino who t r i e d  to  le a v e  h i s  s ta t io n ,  

and the gods punished him because he t r i e d  to  le a v e  h i s  

s t a t i o n .

And in  the- toivn as e c o l o g i c a l  u n it  each k in d  o f  
laahabitant ~ p e a r l  f i s h e r s ,  p e a r l  buyers, Spanish 
a r i s t o c r a t s ,  beggars , ants, dogs, -  has i t s  n ich e , 
i t s  p a r t i c u la r  means o f  p rese v in g  i t s e l f .  And each 
In d iv id u a l must stay w ith in  the n ich e  o f  h i s  k in d  
and not encroach on another,^

By Juana’ s r e fu s a l  to  throw the p e a r l  back in to  the sea, 

she gave d ig n ity  and p r id e  once more to  her husband as the 

le a d e r  o f  the fa m ily .

! A fte r  having l o s t  everyth in g . Kino r e a l i s e d  that w ealth  

n ot  always b r in g s  happiness and he return ed  to  h i s  fam aliar  

and co m forta b le  p o v e r ty .  And he became a f r e e  man again .

In t h i s  n o v e l  John Steinbeck ^ o w s  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  givce 

the  m a t e r ia l i s t i c  l e v e l  o f  meBaing from t h i s  sim ple s t o r y .  

And the t i t l e  o f  the s to r y  i t s e l f  r e v e a ls  that the s to ry  i s  

a p a ra b le  and from i t  we co u ld  see the confefaBt s p i r i t u a l  

s t r u g g le  o f  man to  ad ju st  h im s e lf  t o  an e s s e n t ia l ly  

m a t e r i a l i s t i c  world*

7 . F on ten rose ,J osep h .
j:ohn S te inbeck  an in t r o d u c t io n  and in te r p r e ta t io n  
page 114.
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