
JOHH S'JEINBEGK’ S PAHaBLE OF THE PEARL 

It i s  worthy to note the. essentia l story as John Steinbeok 

t r ie s  to t e l l  h is  moral teachings through h is  novel and I 

have i l lu s tra te d  h is  raaiiin ideas in the introduction*

And here I am going , to dcascribe the moral teachings o f  

John Steinbeck’ s parable o f  "SHE PEABl ” .
The story opened with the song o f  family as Kino awakened 

at dawn in h is  hut.Although the morning was young,the hazy 

mirage was up, the uncertain, a ir  that raanified some things 

and hung over the whole Gulf so a l l  sights were unreal and 

v is io n  could not be trusted#

The con d it ion ,g ives  us the symbolic e f fe c t  o f  the theme 

and se ttm g  o f  the story,Kino, a young pearl diver, hoped that 

what he had expected would come true not ju st lilce the 

weather and the condition  o f  Gulf region . Soon the song o f  

family was follow ed by the song o f  e v i l ,  accompanied by Juana's 

Hail Marys, when a scorpion moved toward her son, Coyotito and 

stung him.Kino stamped the scorpion to death. A ll the neighbours 

advised him to bring the ch ild  to the doctor but he rea lised  

that he was poor and could not pay the b i l l .  But anyhow he 

ventured himsel£ to send h is  son to the doctor* Even Kino 

knew that h is  race was not the same as the d octor 's  and Kino 

f e l t  weak and a fra id  and angry at the same time.

It i s  true that the doctor refused to see them because 

the doctor knew that they could not pay the b i l l .

We are human beings with the same' r igh ts  and we are not 

allowed to look down upon other people even when they are 

humble and poor. We can say that John Steinbeck wants 

equality and freedom for  K ino 's  race.
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On that same day,Kino went out to the sea with

his w ife  to search fo r  the pearl under water. When

Kino dired into the bottom o f  the sea, he saw the

shell was p artly  open and he saw a ghostly gleam and

then i t  c losed  down. In th is  very beginning o f  the

event, Kino should know that what was not certain

could not be trusted; but Kino did not know about

th is  s ignal. Kino found the great pearl o f  the world,

perfect as the moon and as large as a s e a -g u l l ’ s egg

and on the surface o f  the pearl Kino sould see the

promise o f  his future. A fter Kino found the pearl,

the doctor came to K ino 's  hut to see the ch ild .
i

Here we see that the doctor, who is  an educated man 

would degrade himself by going 64 Kino although at 

f i r s t  he had refused to help them. He i s  a greedy man 

and he comes only when the patient i s  a wealthy one.

He knew that Kino had found the pearl o f  the world; 

so the doctor hoped to get i t  from Kino i f  he could 

cure Goyotito.

Hot only the doctor v/as tempted by the pearl but 

also the brokers o f  the pearl buyer. They tr ie d  to 

possess the pearl too . It  i s  imderstandable that everyone 

envied K ino’ s fortune and good luck and some o f  them 

hoped to get p r o f i t s  from i t .  In th is  novel the central 

figure  is  the pearl and i t  is  the pearl i t s e l f  that changes 

human’ s value and character. We must know that the pearl 

i t s e l f  i s  a pearl beyond p r ice  which promised, salvation 

to Kino, By s e l l in g  th is  pearl Kino hoped that he couid 

send h is  son,Goyotito to school,he could buy f in e  new cloth es, 

a new harpoon,a r i f l e ,  a new canoe and he also could have 

a church wedding with Juana.



But K ino’ s hopes are too raucii and i t  is  not good to have 
such hopes,we must be moderate in our hopes .and am'bitious 

to avoid disappointments "beoause .gods do not love men's 

plans and do not love success unless i t  comes by accident. 

In other words we must be content with what we have even 

i f  we are not s a t is f ie d  with our condition .

It is  not good to'want a thing tOo much.
It sometimes drives 'the  luck away, you must 
want i t  ju st enough, and you must be very 
ta c t fu l  with God or gods*^

iS. l i i is  case Kino hoped that the pearl would be a salvation 

to him. For i t  is  said that humans are never s a t is f ie d  

with their condition , ^ou give them one thing and they 

want something more and i t  i s  the same case with Kino. 

K ino 's  imaginations about his future turned ijito what 

he did not expect 'flefore.

The poor man who suddenly lucky cannot contro l 

himself, a f o o l i s h  madness came over Kino, so he spoke 

f o o l i s h  words and mumbled h is  hopes. And the p r ies t  

advised him that he had to give thanks to the gods who 

had given the pearl o f  salvation  to him and Kino knew 

that the gods took revenge on a man i f  he was successful 

through h is  own e f f o r t s .  The vanity o f  human wishes;

Our goals may be f in e , biit we just cannot reach them.

After the f i r g t  attack on Kino by someone in the 

dark his w ife, Juana said that the pearl was e v i l  and i t  

was l ik e  a sin and i t  would destroy, them. So she aslced him 

to throw i t  bacffiik into the sea or to  break i t  between the 

stones or to bury i t  and forget the p lace . But Kino’ s 

mind was set and he was sure that.he coulfi overpower a l l  

the troubles that he might face in the future.

1 Stedjibeck,John -  THE PEAHl ; Bantam Pathfinder
edition,New York,page 24.



But Kino thought that the only way to avoid the 

troubles was to s e l l  the pearl. Then on the other day 

he brought the pearl to the pearl buyers but here we 

got a good look at the pearl buyers and the pearl brokers 

,who were re a l ly  only one pearl buyer with many hands 

a kind o f  c o l le c t iv e  organism, whose purpose was to cheat 

the pearl f is h e rs .  But we cannot accuse them for  they 

are only the men doing their, job as well as they can«

They o ffe red  so l i t t l e  fo r  the pearl and they to ld  Kino 

that the pearl was not re a l ly  a good one and that he 

overestimated the p r ice  o f  the pearl. But Kino knew that 

he was being cheated and he was very angry at the pearl 

buyers and the brokers as w e ll. He thought that the town 

dwellers were lilce the co lon ia l  animals because there 

were so many people who t r ie d  to cheat, to s tea l h is  pearl 

and furthermore tr ie d  to k i l l  him for  h is  pearl; they wanted 

to  possess the pea’ll even they must k i l l  the owner.

On h is  return to his hut, Kino decided to go to the 

cap ita l himself to s e l l  the pearl there for  higher p r ice .

And Kino asked his b ro th er 's  opinion about h is  plan to 

go to the ca p ita l but i t  was a t r i a l  and he must cross 

the Gulf and face many problems before arriv ing there sa fe ly . 

OJhere were two hopes in h is  neighbours’ mind, F irst o f  a l l  

they hoped that he would be content with h is  pearl which 

came to him. Seconi|ky they hoped that sudden wealth would not 

turn K ino ’ s head because i t  nearly always happens that 

sudden wealth changes a man and h is  character. That i s  why 

h is  neighbours hoped that Kino would be ju st the same man 

l ik e  he was. But in th is  case i t  appeared that not wealth 

changed the man but fa te  did. Kino had lo s t  one world,



his happiness and h is  peaceflil world and had not gained 

another, the world o f  which he was dreaming
After Kino.had insu lted  the pearl buyers who to ld  

him that the pear-1 was o f  no great value, h is  brother 

Juan Tomas said to him "you have defied  not the pearl 

buyers, but the whole structure, the whole way o f  l i f e ,  

and I am a fra id  o f  you” ; but anyhow Kino t r ie d  to do so.

He wanted to change h is  l i f e  and to, go to the ca p ita l .

A fter the second attack, Kino s t i l l  refused to give 

up h is  pearl and said that the pearl had become his  soul.

I f  he gave i t  up he would lo s t  h is  spul, iPhis suggestion 

extends not only to the pearl i t s e l f ,  but also to  the 

characters and settin g  as w ell.

That night when Kino was sleeping h is  wife,Juana 

took the pearl from i t s  hiding place and she walked 

qu ietly  toward the sea shore try ing t i  throw i t  back 

into the sea because she thought that the pearl was 

e v i l  an’d brought troulbes to them. But she did not know 

that-Kino had known her intention  and he followed her to 

the sea shorej when she hold up her arm to throw the pearl 

back into the sea Kino hol'd her arm and wrenched the pearl 

from her. Kino struck her and they had an argument about the 

pearl but there was no anger la  Juana’ s heart.

Kino had said that hew as a man who i s  not a fra id  o f  

facing  troubles and that meant certa in  things to Juana.

I t  meant that he was h a lf  insane and h a lf  god, onthe other 

hand i t  meant that Kino would drive h is  strength against 

the sea to  go to the ca p ita l .  Juana in her woman's soul 

knew that Kino wanted to ra ise  th e ir  Pace and h is  fam ily.

Of course she would fo llow  him.^there was no question o f  that.



Juana had iDeeiii try ing  to respue something o f  what they 

had had o f  the time "before the pearl was found.

On the way home Kino was attacked by someone in the 

dark ^ d  at the end o f  the f igh t  he k i l l e d  the man with 

h is  k n ife  and the pearl disappeared from h is  palm. But 

i t  f e l l  dosm on the ground and Juansi found i t  and returned 

i t  to Kino; and then fear covered them "because they had 

k i l l e d  a person and hurriedly went home to the v i l la g e  =

hut as soon as they came,they saw th e ir  hut was on f i r e
1

and they d ir e c t ly  went to Juan Tomas* hut and hid them­

selves there to  avoid 'being caught.

This i s .another trouble that Kino had to fe ce  to 

get h is  new world and from th is  event w.e knew that h is 

brother s t i l l  t r ie d  to help Kino and brotherhood supports 

K ino 's  hopes e ither from h is  brother or from h is  neighbours.

When Kino found that h is  canoe was. destroyed by 

some e lse  he was d istressed  and sad because h is  l i f e  

depended upon th is  canoe but anyhow he did not have any 

idea to take or to borrow one o f  h is  neighbours’ aanoes 

and instead o f  going to the ca p ita l  he f l e d  away to the 

mountainous •inland area.
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. . . .  i t  did not occur to him to take one o f  the 
canoes o f  h is neighbours.Never once did the 
thought enter h is  head, any more than he could 
have conceived breaking a b eat . 2

Kino inherited  th is  canoe from h is : father and h is  father 

again fi"ora h is  granflfatlier and he must keep h is  canoe in 

good, condition  because he could not a fford  a new one. •

2 Steinbeck,John -  THE'PEAHL, page-80.



And nov/ someone had destroyed the canoe, i t  was the 

most terriTale thing that happened to Kino "beGause th is  

. oanoe was the most valuable thing he possess.

A fter some consideration, Kino decided to f le e d  

to the h i l l s  and he took the pearl with him; and 

Juana, carrying Goyotito accompanied him. Helentless 

trackers came a fter  them. Kino f in a l ly  k i l le d n h is  pursuers, 

one o f  whom had k i l l e d  Goyotito when he f i r e d  a r i f l e  

up the mountainside. Phen Kino and Juana walked openly 

and s i le n t ly  in hroad daylight baek to town and through 

the streets  to the heach.

It was a f in a l  decis ion  fo r  Kino to give up the 

pearl a fter  having so many ■ troubles, FT-om th is  experience 

-Kino rea lised  that wealth not always brings happiness.

And the pearl o f  salvation  brought d isaster on Kino 

fo r  i t  caused s t r i f e  between husband and w ife, made that 

someone destroyed their  canoe, set f i r e  to th e ir  hut and 

k i l l e d  th e ir  beloved son. Puthermore K ino 's  lo s s  was 

gods ’ punishment upon him for  trying to leave h is  s tation , 

therefore we must be content with what we possess and we 

are not allowed to be d is s a t is f ie d  with our condition .

At la s t  Kino went back to h is  station , having lo s t  

everything because he had not been s a t is f ie d  with what 

he had.

The people say that the two seemed to be removed 
from human experience; that they had gone through 
pain and had come out on the other side; that there 
was almost a magical protection  about them,^

3  Steinbeck, John -  IHB PEARL, page 116,
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Wiiat a p ity  i t  was that the pearl had destroyed 

th is  family and f in a l ly  Kino had to admit that h is  

wife Juana was right about the p earl. It v/as e v i l  and it  

is  l ik e  a sin  and i t  would destroy, them.

We re ca l le d  how Kino struck Juana bruta lly  when 

she had once tr ie d  to throw the pearl into the sea.

And ?/e also remembered how his brother,juan Tomas 

pointed out, that Kino was not engaged in a private 

struggle and that he was not fa s t  defying the pearl  

buyers, but the whole structure, the whole way o f  l i f e .

And what Kino wanted was not luxury and r ich es , but. 

more advantages fo r  himself and for  h is  family; a better 

return for  h is  labour. Jhat was what the pearl o ffe red  him 

and what he threw away with the p ea r l. The narrator to ld  

us that i t  was guite proper fo r  a man to inoBease h is  wants.

'».........  it, i s  one o f  the greatest ta len ts  the species
has and one that has made ib superior to animals 
that are s a t is f ie d  with what they have.^

When they came to the beach. Kino f i r s t  o ffe red  the pearl 

to Juana to throw i t  back into the sea. By doing th is  he 

admitted that she had been right about the pearl and that 

he, the leader o f  the family, wrong. And we understood 

that in K ino’ s s ingle  gesture Juana recognised h©r triumph 

and the humility o f  her husband. But she refused to throw 

the pearl away, and so she gave-dignity and pride once more 

to her husband, whose p os it ion  was to do such important 

things. And a l l  th is  was understood by Kino as he accepted 

a:gain h is  p os it ion  and threv/ the pearl back into the sea.

4 Stejjabeck, John ~ THE PEA^L, page 32.
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K in o 's  hand shook a l i t t l e ,  and he turned slowly 
to Juana and held the pearl out to her. She stood 
he side him, s t i l l  holding her dead him die over her 
shoulder. She looked at the pearl in his hand for  a 
meiment and then she looked into Kino’ s eyes and 
said s o f t ly ,  "Uo,you". And Kino drew hack h is  arm 
and flung the loearl with a l l  |iis might.
Kino and Juana watohed i t  go.^

Kino, ■ however, talcing the pearl that promised salvation, 

re jected  i t  and ri^turned to fam iliar and comfortable 

poverty. Having said:

’’ Shis pearl has hecome ray sou l............... ..
I f  I give i t  up I shall lose  ray soul.g

he did give i t  up for the pearl o f salvation  became 

damnation fo r  Kino. And Kino went hack to h is  station , 

having lo s t  everything hecause he was not s a t is f ie d  with 

what he had.

When Kino had thrown the pearl hack into the sea where 

i t  "belongs he became a free  man again.

5 Steinbeck,John -  OHE PEaRL, page 117.

6 Steinbeck, John -  THE PBARL, page 87.
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