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' JOHN STEINBECK'S PARABLE OF THE PEARL

It is worthy to note the essential stoPy as John Steinbeck
‘tries to tell his moral teachings through his novel and I
have illustrated his main ideas in the intToduction.

And here I am going to désc?ibe the moral teachings of
John Steinbeck's parable of "THE PEARL".

Thefstory opened with the song of family as Kino awakened
at dewn in his hut.Although the morning was young, the hazy
mirage was up,the uncertain air that manified some things
and hung ovéf the whole Gulf so all sights weré unreal and
viéion could not be trusted.

The condition gives us the symbolic effect of the theme
and setting of the story.Kino, a young pearll diver,hobed that
what he had expected would come true not just like the
weather and the condition of Gulf Tegion. Soon the song of
family was fohlowed by the song of evil, accompanied by Juana's
Hail Marys,when a scorpion moved toward-her son,Coyotito and
stung him.Kino stamped‘the scorpion to death. All the neighbours
advised him to bring the child to the doctor but he realised
that he was poor and could not pay the bill. But anyhow he
ventured himself to send his son to the doctbr. Even Kino
knew that his race was not the same as the doctor's and Kino
felt weak and afraid and angry at the sameitihe.

It is true that the doctor refused to see them because
the doctor knew that they could not pay the bill.

We are human beings with the same Tights and we aTe not
allowed to look down upon otheT people even when they are
humble and poor. We can say that John Steinbeck wants

equality and freedom for Kino's Tace.



On that same day,Kino went out to the sea with
his wife fo sea¥rch for the pearl under water. When
Kino dived into the bottom of the sea, he saw the
shell was partly open and he saw a ghbstly gleam and
then it closed down. In this very beginning of the
event, Kino should know that what was not certain
could not be trusted; but Kino did not know about

‘this signal. Kino found the great pearl of the worlad,
perfect as the moon and as largevas a-sea—gull's egg
end on the surface of the pearl Kino sould see the
promise of his future. After Kino found the pearl,

© the doctor came to Kimno's hut to see the child.
He?e we see that the‘doctor, who is an educated man
would degPade himself by going &@ Kino although at
first he had refused to help them. He is a gPeedy man
eand he comes only when the patient is a wealthy one.
He knew that Kino had found the pearl of the world;
so the doctor hoped to get it from Kino if he could
cure Coyotito.

Not only the doctoT was tempted by the pearl but
also the brokers of the pearl buyer. They tried to
possess the pearl too. It is understandable that everyone
envied Kino's fortune and good luck and éome of them
hoped to get profité'from it. In this novel the dentral
figure is the pearl and it is the peafl itself that changes
hunan's vaiue and charactel. We must know that the pearl
itself is a peaTl beyond price which promised.salvation
to Kino. By selling this pearl Kino hoped that he cou#d
sénd his son,Coyotito to school,he could buy fine new clothes,
a néw harpoon, a Pifle, a new canoe and he also could have

a church wedding with Juana.



But Kino's hopes are too rmch and it is not good to have
such hopes,we mst be mpderate”;n our hopes and émbitious
to avoid disappointments beceuse gods do not love men's
plans gnd do pot longsuccess unless it cones by écc;dent.
In other words we must be content with what we have even

if we are not satisfied with our condition.

It is not good to want a thing too much.

It sometimes drives the luck away, you rust
want it just enough, and you must be very
tactful with God or godSol

IN this case Kino hoped that the pearl would be a salvation
to:him. For‘it is said“that humans are nevel satisfied
with their condition, ¥ou give them one thingland they

want someth@ng moTe and it is the same case with Kiﬁo.
Kino's imaginations about his future turned into what

he did not expect.ﬁefore.

The poor man who éuddenly 1ucky cannot control
himself, a foolish madness came over Kino, so he spoke
foolish words and‘mumbled his hopes. And the priesst
advised him that he had to give thanks to the gods who
had given the pearl of sayvation to him and Kino knew
that the gods took Tevenge on a man if he was successful
thPouéh his own effgrts; The vanity of humen wishes:

Our goals may be f}ne,.but we just cannot Teach then.

| After the firat attack on Kino by someone in the

daTk his wife,Juana saild that the pearl was evil end it
was like a sin and it would destroy: them. So she asked him
to throw it baek into the sea OT to break it between‘the
stones érnpq bury it apd“féPget the place. But Kino's

mind was set and he was sule that he could overpower all

the tTroubles that he might face in the future.

1 Steinbeck,John - THE PEARL ; Bantam Pathfinder
edition,New York,page 24. ‘



But Kino thought that the only way to avoid the
tToubles was to sell the pearl. Then on the other day
he brought the pearl 0 the péaPl buyers but heTe we
got a good look at the pearl buyers and the pearl brokers
,Who weTe Treally only one pearl buyer with many hands
a kind of collective OPganism,.whose purpose was to’chéat
the pearl fishers. But we cannot gccuse them for they
are‘oniy the men doing their. job as well as they can.
They offered so little for the ﬁéarl and they told Kino
that the pearl was not I’eally-a good one and that he
overestimated the price of the pearl. But Kino knew that
he was being cheated and he was vePy angry at the pearl
buyers and the brokers as well. He thought that the town
dwellers weTe like the colonial animals because theTe
were so many people who tried to cheat, to steal his pearl
and furyhermofe tried to kill him for his-peaPl; they wanted
to pPossess thefpeaFl even they must kill the owner.‘

On his Teturn to his hut, Kino decided to go to the
capital himself to sell the pearl there for higheT price.
And Kino asked his brother's opinion about his'plan to
g0 to the capital but it was a trial and he must cross
the Gulf and face many problems before aniviné there safely.
There Weré two hopes in his neighbours' mind, First of all

they hoped that he would be content with his pearl which
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came to him, Seconﬁ&y they hoped that sudden wealth would not
|\ turn Kino's head because it nearly always happens that
' sudden wealth changes a man and his character. That ié why
/ his neighbours hoped that Kino would be just the same man
1 like he was. Bﬁt in this case it appeaPed that not wealth
k changed the man but fate'did. Kino had lost one world,



his happlness -and his peaceful world and had not gained
another, the World of which he was dTreanming of.///
' After Kino had insulted the pearl buyers who told
him that fhe pearl was of no great Value, his bPothet
Juen Tomés said to him "you have defied not the péarl
buyeTs, but the whole stPucture, the whole way of.life,
and I am affaid of you"; but anyhoszino tried to do so.
He wanted to change his life and t0. go to the cépital.
~After the second attack Kino stlll refused to give
up his pearl and sald that the pearl had become his soul.
If.he gave it up he would lost. his spul. This suggestlonv
extends not only to'thq pearl itself, but also to the
chaFactePs and settiné as well.
That night when Kino was slegping his-wife,Juana
took the pearl from its hiding place and she walked
quietly toward the sea.shore trying ti throw it back
into the sea because she thought that the pearl was
ev1l and brought tPoulbes to them. But she did not know
that Kino had known her 1ntent10n and he followed her to
the sea shore; when she hold up heE aTnm to throw the pearl
back.info the sea Kino hold her arm and wrenched the pearl
' from her. Kino struck her and they had an.argument abéut the
peaTl but theTe was no anger in Juana's heaTt.
Kino had sald that hewas a man who is not afrald of
facing troubles and that meant certaln thxngs to Juana.
1t meant that he was,half insane and half god, onthe other
hand it meant that Kino would drive his stPengﬁh against
fhe sea to go to thq capital., Juana in heT woman's soul
knew that Kino wanted to réise.their Tace and his family.

0f course sﬂé would follow him,theTe was no question of that.
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Jusna had been tTying to Tescue something of what they
had had of the time before the beari was found;

- On the way home Kino was atfacked by someone in the
dark and at the end of the fight he:killed the man with
his knife and tlhe péaﬁl_disappearedifrom his palm. But
it fell down on the ground and Jusna found it and returned
it to Kino;aﬁd then féal covered them because they had .

killed a person and hufritey went-hbﬁe to the village.
but as soon as they came,they saw their hut was on fire
- and they directly went to Juan Tomds' hut and hid them—>
selves there to avoid being caught.
This is another tfogbléAthat Kino had to face to
get his new world aﬁd from this éve#t we knew that his
5fother.still tried to help Kino and brotherhood supports
Kino's hopes either from hisAbrother or from his neighbours.
When Kino found that his Qanoé was.destroyed by
some else he was distressed aﬁd sad because his life
deﬁeﬁdéd upon this canoe but anyhow he did not have any
idéa. to takg or to £OPPOW one of his neighbours' eanoes
and instead of going to the capital he fled away to the -

mountainous dinland area.

ee.. it @1d not occur to him to talke one of the
carnoes of his neighbours.Never once did the
thought enter his head, any more than he could
have conceived bresking a baat.2 '

Kino inhePited this canoe from his: fathe? and his father
again from his gran@father and he must'kéep his canoe in

.good condition because he could not afford a new one.

2 Steinbeck,John - THE PEARL, page 80.



And now someone had destToyed the canoe, it was-the
most terTible thing that happened to Kino becéuse this
_canoe was the most valugble thing he possess.

AfteT some consideration, Kino decided to fleed
to the hillé and he took the peafllWith him; and
Juana, carrying Coyotito accbmpanied him. Relentless
trackers came after them. Kino finally.kiilednhis pursuers,
one of whom had killed Coyotito when he fired a rifle
up the mountainside. Then Kino and Juana walkéd openly
and silently in broad daylight baek to town and through
the stTreets to the beach.

It was ahfinal decision for Kino to give up the
pearl aftgf having so many troubles. From this expeTience
‘Kino realised that wealth not always brings happiness.
And the pearl of salvation brought disaster on Kino
for it caused strife between husband and wife, made that.
‘someone destroyed their canoe; set fire to their hut and
killed their beloved son. PuthermoTe Kino's loss was
gods' punishment upon him for +tTrying to leave his station.
Therefore we rust be content with what we possess and we
‘aPe not allowed to be dissatisfied with our condition.

At last Kino went back to his statioh, having lost
everything because he had not been satisfied.with what

he had.

The people say that the two seemed to be Temoved
from human experience; that they had gone through
pain and had come out on the otheTr side; that theTe
was almost a magical protection about them.3

3 Steinbedk,John - THE PRARL, page 116.
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What a pity it was that the peaPl had destroyed
this family and finally Kino had to adﬁit that his
wife Juana was Tight about the pearl. It was evil and it
is like a sin and it would destYoy them.
We Tecalled how Kino struck Jusma brutally when
she had once'tﬁied to throw the pearl into the sea.
And we also Pememﬁered how his bfotheP,Juan Tomés
pointed out, that Kino was not engaged in a pfivate
struggle and that he was not Just defying the pearl
buyers, but the whole structure, the whole way of life.
And what Kino wanted was not luxuTy and richeé, but.
more advantages for himsel% eand for his family; a better
return for his.labour. That was ﬁhat the pearl offered him
and what he thTew away with the pearl. The ﬁarfator tolad

us that it was quite proper for a man to incBease his wants.

" .... it 1is one of the greatest talents the species‘
has and one that has made iv superior to animals
that are satisfied with what they have.4

When.théy came to the beach, Kinb first offered the peaTl
to Juana to throw it back into the sea. By doing this he
adimitted that she had been Tight about the pearl and that
he, the leader of the family, wrong. And we understood
that in Kino's simble gestuTe Juana Tecognised h&F triumph
and the humility of\heflhusband. But she refused to throw
the pearl away, and so she gave. dignity and pride once moTe
to her husband, whose position was to do such important

things. And all this was undeTstood by Kino as he accepted

again his position and threw the pearl back into the sea.

4 Steihbeck,John - THE PEARL, page 32.
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Kino's hand shook a little, and he turned slowly

to Juana and held the pearl out to her. She stood
beside him, still holding her dead bundle over her
shouldeTr. She looked at the pearl in his hand for a
mament and then she looked into Kino's eyes and
said softly, "No,you". And Kino drew back his aTrm
and flung the pearl with all his might.

Kino and Juana watched it 805

Kino, however, taking the pearl-that promised salvation,
rejected it and Teéturned to familiar and comfortable

poverty. Having said:

"This pearl has becone my soul............
If T give it up I shall lose my soul. ‘6

he did give it up for the peaTl of salvation became
‘darmation for Kino. And Kino went back to his station,
having lost everything becsuse he was not satisfied with

what he had.

When Klno had thrown the pearl back 1nto the sea wheTe

it velongs he became a fTee man again.

5 Steinbeck,John.—-THE PEARL, page 117.

6 Steinbeck, John — THE PEARL, page 87.



	master index: 
	back to toc: 
	help: 
	logo: 


