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CHAPTER ONE
| NTRCDUCTI ON

BACKGROUND OF THE PRCBLEM

Both novels. The G eat Gatsbv by F. Scott Fitzgerald

and Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad, which are going

to be discussed here, may have been famliar to nost
readers. Yet the witer of this thesis decides to nmake
an analysis on the two novels because of sone reasons.

Readi ng these two novels and sone critics about them
the witer finds out that there are simlarities between
them So, the major reason of discussing these novels is
because of the simlarities of those tw novels t hat
inpress the witer a |ot.

The first simlarity is the fact that both novels are
witten based on the real experiences of the authors.

Heart of Darkness is based on Joseph Conrad's adventure

when he joined the Belgian inperialists to get ivory in
the jungle of Congo, Africa (Harkness, 1960: 71). The

sane is The Geat Gatsby in which F. Scott Fitzgerald
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described his experience in life and his environnent as
t he mat eri al for his novel (Northman, 1966: 12).

The next simlarity is the point of view of
the novels. Both novels are witten in the first person
point of view Finally, the last simlarity is in the

settings of the novels. The setting of Hear”: of Darkness

is the heart of African jungle where darkness and
w | derness cannot only be found in nature, but also in
t he human bei ngs because people who live there are still
primtive and cannibals. The characters of The G eat

Gatsbv also live in the "jungle" QUT; in the figurative

meani ng. The condition of these two jungl es -are
different, the fornmer is really close to nature and the
latter is full of man's sophisticated achievenent, but

the situation man has to face is the same. In Heart of
Dar kness the situation of che wild jungle is indicated
by cannibalismin which the physically weak will be .lost
and eaten by the stronger, and the strongest will be the

king. In The Great Gatsbv the jungle is indicated by the'

conpetition anong people in business.' The rich, powerful

and clever people wll manipulate, ruin and eat" the
poor and weak ones. To struggle in life and wn the
conpetition, people have to be strong not in physic but
in wealth because noney creates power wnich hel ps people

get higher position and- social status.
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Another reason why the witer is interested in
witing a thesis about these novels is that by reading
them especially the narrators' coments and their
commtnments to be loyal to the protagonists till the end
of the novels, the witer is fascinated by the narrators’
belief in humanism They lead the witer to realize tha~
everybody has the right to decide whar he will do wth
his life.

The humani sm that Mck Carraway and Marl ow believe is
reflected in their attitudes toward the protagonists.
Gat shy and Kurtz. Ga.sby and Kurtz are interest.ing
characters to analyze. It is because in the surface they
look I|ike bad characters since their choices of way of
life seemto be bad. but the way N ck Carraway considers
Gatsby as a great man and Marlow admres Kurtz show hew
humani sm reveals truth about man and his freedom to
determine his life. It really attracts the witer's
interest tc justify the truth of the narrators' opinion
Having found proofs that Mck Carraway and Maricw tel
trustworthy narrations and give reliable coments abour
the protagonists and their notivations, the witer can
accept why Nick Carraway and Marlow admre the protago-
nists. And she will convey it to the reader through this

anal ysi s.
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STATEMENT CF Tl E PRCBLEM

Among the simlarities between Heart of Darkness and

The Geat Gatsbv, the witer is nore interested in the

first poi nt of view wused by both novel s. Mor e
speci fically, she 1is interested in the reliability of

Nick Carraway in The Geat Gatsbv and of Marlow in Heart

of Darkness as narrators and comentators, and their

simlarities as the main characters. This interest is
inspired by her realization of the fact that in a novel
using first person point of view, the quality of the
narrator is inportant for the reader to wunderstand the
narrator-'s story as a whole. It is because in nodern
novel , an experienced author may make use of the advan-
tages or the disadvantages of using first, person point of
view to achi eve his/her pur pose. For I nst ance,
theoretically the use of first person narrator does give
credibility to the si;ory. However, an inexperienced
reader nust be careful in accepting the narrator's
informati on, because a narrator is also a character and
not just a spokesman, he may be limted or confused in
perceiving an experience, he may even be designed to
deceive the reader. Therefore, understanding the narrator
himself, including his quality, can help the reader
understand the neaning of the story. (Carpenter, 1974:

1341.
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Probl em occurs due to different opinions regarding
the quality of Mck Carraway and Marlow as the narrators
and commentators. Sone critics say that they are
reliable as narrators as well as commentators, but sone
say they are not. The witer, neanwhile, agrees with the
idea which believes in the reliability of Nick Carraway
and Marlow. Through this thesis she wll reveal the
proofs to make the reader also agree that Marlow and N ck
Carraway are reliable as narrators and commentators. She
al so will reveal their simlarities as t he mai n

char act ers.

PURPOSE

It takes a lot of considerations to decide whether a
narrator, who is also a comentator, reliable or not. But
because the reliability of the narrator is a significant
help for the reader to understand the mnmeaning of the
story, the witer is encouraged to wite an analysis on
this point. Through this thesis she will show the reader
why N ck Carraway and Mariow are considered as reliable
narrators and commentators and also how their reliability
help the reader understand their ironic admrations for
the protagonists. Furthernore, this thesis wll also
reveal the simlarities of Nick Carraway and Marlow as

the main characters of the novels.
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THE | MPCRTANCE CF THE STUDY

An analysis on point of view still Dbecones an
interesting discussion. It becomes nore conplex because
of the fact that the reader's attitude and understanding
about the events wll usually be controlled by the
aut hor's techni cal managenent of point of view (Scholes,
1981: 15). This inplies that studying point of view wll
lead the reader to the very heart of a story. The
witing of this thesis is inspired by the fact that the
quality of the narrator influences t he reader's
perception of the story. In other words, the reader has
to see first the quality of a narr at or bef ore
under standing his narration.

Besides, a good literary work is created not only
with beauty but also with the nessage fromthe author. In
this case, the first person point of viewis not only a
l[iterary device which makes the story believable but also
a nedia in which the nmessage of the author 1is revealed
t hrough the narrator. Through this thesis, the reader can
see that the humanismthe narrators believe has affected
themin judging and appreciating human's choi ce.

Therefore, the reader is able to behave objectively
in judging the others, |ike what N ck Carraway has done

toward Gatsby in The G eat Gatsbv and Marlow toward Kurtz
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in Heart of Darkness.

SCOPE AND LI M TATI ON

In this thesis the witer will focus only on the
characteristics of Nck Carraway and Marlow in relation
with their reliability as narrators and conmmentators.

According to Dietrich in The Art of Fiction , studying

first person narrator includes the analysis of who the
narrator is, of the material that the narrator provides
and of the distance between the narrator and his materi al
(Dietrich 1S67: 148). Accordi ngly, in proving the
reliability of Nck and Marlow as narrators and
comentators, the witer wll concentrate on three
aspects. First, Nck and Marlow thenselves including
their characteristics. Second, their materials, such as:
t he events, the other characters, description and
comentary on events and other characters. Third, the
di stance between N ck and Marlow and their materials,
whether they are inside or outside the actions of the
stories. The witer will use those Nick's and Marlow s
material s as the supports and proof s of their
reliability.

Besides, this thesis also discusses the simlarities
of Nick Carraway and Marlow as the main characters of the

novels- In this part of analysis, the witer discusses
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only the simlarities in their actions including their
relationship with other main characters, especially their
encounters W th the protagonists which make t he

adventures are inportant for them

CRGAN ZATI ON O THE STUDY

This thesis will be divided into six chapters. The
first chapter is Introduction which is subdivided into:
Background of the Study, Statenment of the Problem
Pur pose of the Study, The Inportance of the Study, Scope
and Limtation, and Organization of the Study itself. The
second chapter is Review of Related Literature.

The central analysis consists of three chapters. The
third chapter discusses the characteristics of Nck
Carraway and Marlow as reliable narrators. The fourth
chapt er accounts their characteristics as reliable
conment at or s. And Chapter Five consi sts of t he
simlarities of Nck Carraway and Marlow as the nain
‘characters of the novels.

Thi s thesis is closed by the sixth chapter,
Concl usi on, in which the witer wll sunmarize of al

t hat have been analysed in the previous chapters.
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