
CHAPTER IV

STEPHEN DEDALUS' SEARCH FOR SELF-IDENTITY

AS SEEN FROM HIS CONFLICTS DURING HIS ADOLESCENCE

In cMapter tMe tMesis writer discusses Stephen's

searcb for bis self-identity during Mis adolescence. SMe

discusses StepMen's conflicts, botb outer and internal

conflicts, WMicM sMow Mis searcM Tor self-identity.

IV .I. STEPHEN 'S CONFLICT WITH HIS MOTHER

During Mis adolescence , Stephen eyperiences an outer

conflict WitM Mis motMer. TMe conflict occurs because of

StepMen's relection to Mis motlner's Wisb. Stepben's motber

Wants Mim to do Mis easter duty, but Me does not Want

to. Easter duty is one of tMe religious activities in tMe

cborcb on tMe Easter time wbicb demaods mony tbings .

serving the easter duty means tbat Stephen Mas to attend

tMe services tMe cburch and become a priest . TMougb tMe

conflict betœeen Stephen and Mis motlaer is not directly

sMown in tMe direct argumentation, from Stepben's

conversation witM b is friend, Cranly , can be seen tMat

Stephen does not want to serve tMe easter duty . TMe

conversation can be seen in tMe following quotation:

29

http://www.petra.ac.id/
http://dewey.petra.ac.id/dgt_directory.php?display=classification
http://digilib.petra.ac.id/help.html


30

'Cranly, I Mad an unpleasant quarrel tbis

even ing.'

'Witb your peopleT '' Cran ly asked
.

'uitM my motber .
'

'About religion?'

'Yes ,' stepMen answered
.

hfter a pause Cranly asked :

'uMat age is youn motberz'

'Not oldy' stepben said . 'sbe wislnes me to make

my easter duty.'

'And will youz'

will not '.

'uMy notz' Cranly said .

will not servey' answered steotnen (Joyce,

1992:184).

From tMe conversation above, it is obvious tbat Stepben is

unwilling to fulfill Mis motber's WisM
, tlaat Me does Mis

easter duty and become a priest . stepben does not like to

be a priest . To steplaen , religion does not mean anytMing
.

As a result, StepMen decides to leave Mis motber and finds

Mis oWn way life by entering tbe university
. It

clear tMat from Stepben 's conflict w itb Mis motber
,

Stepben searcbes for bis own self-identity
. He wants to be

free in deciding Wbat Me wants be in life
. Stepben , in

tlais case, becomes a rebel by relecting Mis motMer's

dearest Wisb. Yet, Mis rebellion is actually Nis attempt

to Mave an independent life .
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IV.2- STEPHEN'S CONFLICTS UITH H IMSELF

Besides facing conflict

period of adolescence from eleven twenty years

StepMen also experiences internal conflicts, tbat sMow and

lead >im Steplnen 's conflicts

m o t la e r , d u r i n g t M e

Witu) Mimself Mappen because of some reasons.

Firstly, Stepben 's conflict witM laimself Mappens

because Me feels annoyed œitM tbe noise of >is peers

tMe playing field. Steplnen does not want to play witM

Mis peers and does not like tbeir noise. To Stepben, the

game tlney are playing seems to be only t>e boyisb game.

stepben feels tbat tbe vo ices of peers at play are

silly :

TMe noise of children at play annoyed Mim and

tMeir silly voices made laim feel, even more

keenly tMan Me bad felt at Clongowes, tMat Me

was different from otbers . did not want

play . He wanted to meet tMe neal wonld tbe

unsubstantial image wlaicla soul so constantly

bebeld. He did not knoo wbere to seek it or laows

but a premonition wMicM 1ed Mim on told Iaim tMat

this image would , witMout any overt act of M is,

encounter (Joyce, 1992:48).
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From tMe quotation above, it can be seen tbat Stepben

feels annoyed œitla otlner peers play. Stephen not

interested at a11 in playing with peers. He feels

empty in Mis soul, and wants to seek sometMing tlaat can

fill Mis empty soul. Soon, because reason , Stepben

faces an internal conflict witb bimself.

Stepben 's conflict witb lnimself Mappens because Me

in doubt œbetber Me follows oeers in sclaool or leaves

them. If Me is still witb tbem, snd identifies Mimself

witM Mis friends, soul empty, wlnat

Me feels rigbt now . On tMe otber band , Me leaves tbem,

lne will be alone because be does not Mave friends to

accompany. Stepben finally decides leave friends

Mis late adolescence . He is not afraid of being alone

altbougb Me does not Mave even one m -ietad. It catn be seeo

tMe following conversation between Steplaen and lais

friend, Cranly :

Cran ly,

said :

'Alone, quite alone . You Mave no fear tMat .

And you know wbat tlnat word (leaveq means? Not

be separate from a11 otbers but to Mave

not even one friend.'

'1 will take tMe risk,' said StepMen . (Joyce,

1992:191).

geave again , slowed Mis pace
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isFrom tlae conversation above, is clear tinat Steplnen

aware Mis self-identity. He afraid being

alone because of Mis separateness from Mis friends. His

decision to leave M is friends sbows tbat be wants to be

Mimself and decide sometMing by MimselT.

Second ly , Steplnen undergoes internal conflicts

because of tMe bankruptcy of M is fatber. Stepben feels

tbat tMe bankruptcy of Mis fatlner and tbe decline of Mis

family fortune is due to Mis fatber's Weakness. Besides,

after Mis fatlner 's bankruptcy, Stepben 's fatber seems to

lose >is self-respect. Stepben sees tbe cbanges

fàtber's manner. He acts as one from a 1oW class society.

Tbese cbanges make Stepbetn resentful and Mave a low

opinion towards lais fatMer. Wben Mis fatber praises bis

oWn past arkd te lls tMe story of Mis youtb , Stephen listens

without sympatby to Mis fatber 's story :

He (Stepben) listened Witbout sympatMy to Mis

fatben 's evocation of Cork and scenes of lnis

youtb, a ta le broken by sigbs or draugbts from

>is pocket flask- .tloyce, 1992:66).

Mis restlesness Mad risen to fever. He

Wondered MoW bis fatber, wMom Me knew fo& a

sbrewd suspicious man , could be duped by the

servile manners of tMe porteri... (Joyce,

1992:68).
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Hearing bis fatber's stories Mis youtb makes Stephen

feel thlat faint sickness sigMed in >is Meart' (Joyce,

1992:69). Stepben Mimself.

TMe intetmnal conflict tbat Stepben undergoes laappens

because Stepben Mesitates wbetber or not Me will cboose

Mis fatlner's claaracter as tMe figure tlnat Me identifies

Mimself witb .

In a vague way be understood tbat Mis fatber was

trouble and tMat tlnis was tMe reason Why be

Mimself Mad not been sent back C longowes . For

some time lae >ad felt tbat ttle sligbt cbange

Mis Mouse; and tbose cbanges in wbat Me >ad

deemed unclnangeable were so many sligbt sbocks

to boyisb conception of tMe wor ld . TMe

ambition wbicb be felt astir at times in tMe

darkness of Mis soul souglat no outlet. A dusk

like that of tMe outer world obscured bis

mind- . (Joyce, 1992:/8).

If Me cbooses Mis fatMer figure, is afraid that be

cannot ad-iust any longer witb Mis fatMer's cbaracter, of

olaicM Me Mas a 1ow opinion , but if Me does not cboose Mis

father, this means Me will become a rebel as be insists

be different from Mim. Tbough Stephen leaves Mis conflict

unso lved, it is obvious tbat tMe conflict sbows Mis searcb

for self-identity.
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Also, because of Mis fatMer's bankruptcy, SteoMen is

doubtful uhetber he will go occupation

or Me goes into Mis fatber's occupation and

cMooses to take Mis fatlner 's figure, Me will not be Naopy,

particularly after seeing Mis fatlaer's manner . On tbe

otlner band, Me does not go into lnis fatber's

occupation, tMis means be rebels against >is fatber
.

Stepben leaves lnis conflict unsolved . Stepben does not

seem proud of his father's occupation, wbicb cbanges a1l

tMe time, as seen in tbe following conversation between

Stepben and Mis friend, Cranly .

fatber- .y'cranly interrupted Mimself

Tor an instant, and tben said : don't want

pry into your family affairs. But was your

fatber Wbat is called well-to-doz I mean
, wben

you Were growing up2

'Yes,' Stepben said .

'Wbat was Cranly asked after a pause
.

Stephen began to enumerate glibly Mis ratber's

attributes .

'A medical student
, oarsman, a tenor , an

amateur actor, a sbouting politician , a small

landlords a small inveator , a drinker, e good

Tellow , a story-teller , somebody's secretary
,

sometMing a distillerys a tax-gatberer
s a

bankrupt and at present a praiser of Mis own

past. (Jôyce, 1992:186).

'uas your



Thirdly , Stephen 's internal conflict bappens because

Me offered by tMe priest to Join tlae order

priestMood. Wbile StepMen Joining novitiate,

lae is asked by his priest be Mas a desire to be a

priest . Tbe conversation between Stepben and ttne priest

can be seen tMe following quotation:

His ears were listen ing tbese distant ecboes

amid tMe silence tof tlae parlour wben Me became

aware tMat tMe priest was addressing him a

different voice.

sent for you today , Stephen. because

œislned to speak to a very irnportant

subgect.'

'yes

'Have you ever felt thlat you Mad a vocationz'

StepMen parted Mis lips to answer yes and tMen

œitbbeld tMe Word suddenly .

for tlae answer and added :

mean s Mave you ever felt Witbin yourself ,

your soul, a desire to Join tlae order? Tbink.'

Mave sometimes tbougbt said Stepben.

(Joyce, 1992:120-21).

pr i est wa i ted

Having been asked by tMe priest concerning bis

vocational choice, Stepben faces conflicts Witb bimself.

He is doubtful wbetber or not Me Will Join tbe order and

become a priest as Iais vocation. Me Joins tMe



priestlnood, tbis means tbat be will face 'a grave and

ordered and passion less life , a witbout mater ial

cares' (Joyce, 1992:123). On tMe otMer Mand. lne does

Join tMe priestbood, tbis means Me Will break Mis

motMer's Meart because sMe wants Mim to become a priest .

Tbis time , Stepben resolves Mis conflict by cboosing not

to Join tMe priestbood.

StepMen , tMe wisdom tMe priest does not toucb

Mim at all. He is not interested at a11 to be a priest

because religion does not mean anytbing to bim. Stepben

seems to be aware of Mimself tMat Me does not belong to

tbe priestbood. Tbis can be seen tlrougb tMe folloœing

quotation :

H is destiny was to be elusive of social or

eeligious orders. wisdom of tMe priest's

appeal did not toucM bim to tMe quick . was

destined to learn Mis oWn Wisdom apart from

otMers or learn tbe uisdom of otbers b imse lT

wander ing among

1992:124).

tlae snares of wot- ld ( Joyce ,

From tMe quotation above, can be seen tbat Stepben is

not interested at a11 in Joining tMe priestMood as lne

feels tbat tMe wisdom of tMe priest 's appeal does not

toucb him . Tlae cburcM fails to conform of wbat a claurcM

sMould 6e. Also, Stepben actually watnts to be feee

cMoosing >is vocation . He is not willing to follow tlne



priest as be prefers to cboose lnis own vocation, different

Trom tMe one cMosen by tbe priest. Tberefore, StepMen

makes his own cboice and decision by eefusing to be a

priest and finding Mis own way of life.

Besides, StepMen refuses to Join priestbood

because Inis motlner . If Steplaen becomes a priest, tlnis

means Me will follow >is motMer's vocational cboice
, wbich

iae does not like, and take Mis religious motber figure,

whicln is not suitable for Mim. tMe otMer band, if Me

does not become a priest, it means Me lnas rebelled against

Mis motMer's wisbes and her religion as well. In solving

Mis internal conflict, Steplnen clnooses become a

priest. Tbougb Mis decision leave tMe priestbood does

not please lais motlaer, Steplnen does regret œbat be

doing. He is becoming sware of self-identity and of

wbere Ine is going.

Yes, Mis motber was Mostile to tMe idea, as Me

had read from Mer listless silence. Yet Mer

mistrust pricked Mim more keenly tban

fatber's pride and Me tlaougbt coldly boœ be laad

watcbed tbe faitb wbicb was fading doœn Dn Nis

soul ageing and strengtbening laer eyes . dim

antagonism gatbered force oitM in bim and

darkened >is m ind as a c loud aga inst Mer

disloyalty and wben it passed, cloud-like,

leaving Mis mind serene and dutiful towards Ner

again, was made awak-e dimly and wittloot
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regret of a first noiseless sundering of tbeir

lives (Joyce, 1992:126).

Lastly, Stepben experiences conflict witb himself

because of tMe voice of nature Me Mears calling jnis name .

Thne voice can be seen in tMe following quotation:

5 l T4NIX 
.S'V p u sAga i n ! Agai n ! Again ! A voice f rom beyond t 

sxN 4* 
,# ,

orld was cal l ing . Q jW 
. /

, sello , stepoanos t , . ' ,
,.,.>s''v.w(S * ' 'e ,,,trï *,, ,..

y v *. u - .Here comes Tbe Deda lus l' '5.' '
N.

' Ao ! . . . EM, give Dwyers telling you
,
-

or 1'11 give you a stuff

yourself.- Ao l'

tbe kisser Toe

'Good man, Towser l Duck bim l'

y *Come along
, Dedalus ! Bous Stepbanoumenos ! Bous

Steptnaneforos l'

'Duck Mim! Gùzzle Mim now , Towser l'

'He1p ! He1p !. - Ao!' (Joyce, 1992:129).

Having Meard tbe voice calling Mis name , Stepben is

doubt wbether or not be Will become an artist since

thinks tMe voice wants tnim to be one . Th is can be seen

througb tMe fo llowing quotation :

Wbat did it meanz Was it a quaint device opeoing

a page of some medieval book of propbecies and

symbols, a haœk-like man flying suneavd abowe



sea , proplaecy end Me Mad been born

s e r v e atnd M ad b e e n f o 1 1ow 5. tng t lnrougb t M e

m i st s of cIn 5. ldlnood and boyrlood , a symbo 1 of t lae

art i st f org i ng atnew œorkskhop

s lugg i shl ma t t er eart la a new soar i ng

impalpable imperisbable beingT (loyce,

1992:130).

If Stepben becomes an artist, tbis means Me >as leave

family , Mis friends and Mis country and becomes a

rebel, because Stepben's name a sign of tMe at-tist

means escape from island of birtb, Ireland. On

tbe otber Mand, if be does not become an artist, Me will

lnappy witb present life. Tbougb tlais time

Stepben is not able to solve Mis internal conflict

is obvious tMat Mis conflict sbows Mis searcM <or self-

identity. He becomes aware of Mis self-identity as Me

undergoes conflict witM Mimself .

Nevertbeless, inspired by tàe vision of a young girl

on sbore, Steplnen decides to be an artist. Tbrougla tMe

vision, Stepben imag ines sometMing tMat is beautifu l;

sometMing tbat can fill M is empty soul. TMis can be seen

in t>e fo llowing quotation :

A girl stood before Mim in midstream, alone and

still, gazing out to sea . SMe seemed like one

wMom magic Mad cbanged into tMe likeness of a

strange and beautiful seabird . long slender



bare legs were delicate as a crane 's and pure

save wbere an emerald trail of seaweed Mad

Tasbioned itself as a sign upon tMe flesh. Her

tbigbs,

Mer long bair œas girlisb : and girlisln, and

toucMed witb wonder mortal beauty , Mer

face (Joyce, 1992:131-32).

Tbe seabird-like young girl for StepMen a means

release from M is spiritual apathy. Wlaat Stepben refuses

Mis adolescence, botM Mis motMer's wish and friends,

are regarded as bad tMings wbicM a11 seem to isolate

When he finds sometbing beautiful in tbe vision t>e

young girl, Me regards as beauty . tbis point,

Stepben tMose regarded as bad

tlaings tbat can Mis empty soul. T>e vision tlne

young girl, tbus, symbol of tMe liberating,

recreating power of art to Whicb Me encounters (Lodgey

1966:246-47). To Stepbens beauty represents an art.

Steplaen feels tlaat lae Mas found wbat Ine Mas been searcMing

an artist.

Actua lly , Stepben 's awareness of beauty Mas begun

since cbildMood, in WbicM Me very obsessed witb

words. Even, in Mis adolescence , he is capable of mak ing

rMytbm and plarase from oomds. Tbis proves tMat StepMen's

obsession WitM words brings Mim to Mis awareness of Mis

self-identity : to be an artist. TMerefore, in Mis late

adolescence , Stepben dec ides tbat bis vocation belongs to



tMat of tlne artistlnood.

As Stepben >as found Mis self-identity, Me decides to

leave Ireland, Mis country. He Wants to go abroad , away

from his family, Mis friends and Mis cMurcb, and to become

a writer. Tbougb Stepben leaves tlaem all, Me feels Mappy

as Me >as Tound Mis own self-identity :

He Was alone . He Was unbeeded , Mappy and near

the u ild Meart of life. He was alone and young

and Wilful and Wild-bearted, alone amid a Waste

of wild air and brack isb waters and tMe sea-

laearted , a lone amid a tangle and veiled grey

sunlighlt and gayclad...tloyce, 1992:1311.

StepMen also feels tbat lnis soul is not empty anymore.

Having found Mis self-identity, Stepben knoos oMat Me is

going to do in tMe future . Tbis can be seen in tMe

following quotation:

His soul Mad ar isen from tMe grave boyMood,

spurning Mer grave c lotbes . Yes ! Yes ! Yes ! He

œould create proudly out'of tMe freedom and

power of Mis soul, as tMe great artificer wMose

name Me bore, a living tbing , new and soaring

and beautiful, impalpable, imperisbable (Joyce,

1992:130).
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StepMen, durîng adolescence, Taces conflicts
,

botM outer and interna l conflicts, tlaat sbow bis searcb

for self-identity. Witb Mis motber, StepMen undergoes

conflict tbat makes Iaim cboose to leave lais motber
. Witb

bimself, StepMen faces internal conflicts because of some

ressons : tbe noise tlae bankruptcy of

fatlner, priest and tMe voices calling >is

name . Later on late adolescenee
, inspired by tMe

vision of a young on trle sMone
, Steplen decides to

leave Iais country, 'family, lais friends and religion
.


	logo: 
	back to toc: 
	ukp: 
	master index: 
	help: 


