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Chapter V

Concl usi on

To sum up, Shakespeare's court jesters and clowns
are not presented only to excite the audience and
readers' | aughter upon their actions and wtty
speeches. They also nake the readers aware of the
pl ays' 1issues through their conments and criticisns.

The Fool in "King Lear" uses his wit to give wse
comments on Lear's decision in banishing Cordelia and
giving his kingdomto his two other daughters. He nakes
Lear aware of his daughters' ingratitude through his
i mageries. This Fool rebukes and criticizes Lear unti
the latter gains self-realization especially regarding
Cordelia'5 true love to her father. The Fool is |oyal
in serving Lear. He acconpanies the King during his
bani shnent , facing the cold storm together. Through
this fool Shakespeare present a paradox by placing side

by side the wise man who act foolishly and the fool who

speaks w sely- This clear-headed fool is juxtaposed
with the insane King Lear, and it heightens the
tragedy.

The clown Falstaff in "Henry 1V, Part |" has all of

the bad characteristics. Yet, the audience and readers
| ove him because of the humour he provides in the play.

Hs deceitful characteristics and his cowardi ce anuse
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the audi ence and readers of this play. He has the skil
to invent excuses to escape shanme and trouble. He s
also best in flattering people. Shakespear e uses
Fal staff's robbery in Gadshill as a parallel of king
Henry and the Percys. Wth this robbery scene, readers
ars rem nded of Henry's usurpation of Richards’ t hrone
and also of the Percy's effort to rebel. Falstaff also
plays as a contrast to Hotspur with his soliloquies on

honour .

Can honour set to a leg? no: or an arnf? no: or
take away the grief of a wound? no. Wat is honour?

a word. Wiat is in that wordd honour? what is that

honour? air (Shakespeare, 1961:701).

Through this speech Fal staff unconsciously enlightens
the readers' mnd that it is not good to be obsessed by
honour, of which Hotspur is. In this way Shakespeare
presents Falstaff as his spokesman of the thene on
honour .

Touchstone in "As You Like It" and Feste in
"Twel fth Night" are skillful in their play of words and
presenting argunents. No single character in the play
can corner themor enjoy a triunph over them One has
to notice Feste s encounter with |liana and Touchstone's
debate with Conn, the country shepherd. They also use
their wts to criticize and comment against other

characters in the plays. Touchstone «criticizes the

courtiers way of life that is false and artificial.
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Through Touchstone, Shakespeare ridicules the romantic

| ove. Touchstone's marriage with Audrey is used as a
parody against the romantic |ove of Orl ando and
Rosal i nd. Li kewi se, Feste uses his wit to criticize
Oivia's folly in mourning for her dead brother. He
also indicates Orsino's nelancholy and Sir Andrew s

stupidity through his sang in response to their love to

0l1li vi a.
The | ast cl own, Launcel ot Gobbo in "Merchant of
Veni ce" serves as a comc relief before the scene of

Jessica's elopement and also the trial scene of
Ant oni o. Launcel ot also foreshadows Jessica's el openment
and Shylock's ignorance when he deceives his Dblind
father. "It is a wise father that knows his own child"
(Shakespeare, 1757:22).

Shakespeare court jesters are used to comment and
criticize the other characters in the play. They are
given the freedom of speech so that they can Dbravely
speak their opinion and criticize their superiors.
Their criticism make the audience and readers aware of
the plays issues. Shakespeare also uses these court
jesters as the «contrasts to his mam characters.
Shakespeare is fond of presenting characters in pairs
to make clear their differences. "Black appears nore
black when it is placed beside white....(Holzknecht,

1950: 256) . Thus, the wise fool is placed side by side
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wWith other characters so as to reveal clearly their
follies.

In conclusion, Shakespeare's court jesters and
clowns do not only function as entertainers. They a.re
al so comentators of the plays. Sone of them serve as
dramatic contrast against the others and sone others
parallel the main characters and foreshadows i nportant
scenes in the play.

It 1is interesting to note too although the chief
role of Shakespere's court jesters and clowms 1is to
entertain, yet this playwight never portrayed two
court jesters or two clowns alike in his plays. Each
has his own unique characteristics, which nakes them
believable and plausible. Herein Ilies Shakespeare's

gr eat ness.
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