
Abstract 

 

The topic about the shaping and reshaping of Sandy's personality to achieve a 

better life which the thesis writer chooses is interesting because Langston Hughes, in 

his novel Not Without Laughter, reveals that good education, hard work, and 

self-determination will lead someone to his or her success eventhough there are 

many obstacles in front of him or her. In her thesis, the thesis writer analyzes how 

the shaping and reshaping of Sandy's personality lead him to achieve a better life. 

The thesis writer finds out that the shaping and reshaping of Sandy's personality can 

be seen through his characters and conflicts. Faced by the reality of his poor 

condition of life and the influence from his female family especially from his 

grandmother, he becomes responsible for his family, caring for his family, and 

obedient to his family. Besides, his conflicts also support the shaping and 

reshaping of his personality. After he experiences conflict with the practice of 

discrimination, conflict with his aunt Tempy when he comes to live with her in good 

condition, and conflict with himself, he realizes that a person should have self-

motivation and enthusiasm in order to achieve a better life. When he succeeds to 

manage his conflicts, he finally can determine his future and can decide what he 

must do in order to achieve a better life. He believes that a person who gains success 

needs to struggle hard, sacrifice, and have selfdetermination. 
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