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CHAFTER 11

JEAN VALJEAM IN HIS PREVM CONVERSTOM

Since Adam fell into sin, the knmwladgé of good and

evil has come to all men. Many times  this  two  opposing

.

fTorces are in hattle within one’ s cons

Lericesy

wew man can no longer gain a full  knowledge of
the  world arcund him, mor o is he able to reason
without constantly falling into . error, morally, man
b amnes less able to discern good  and evil.
Socially, he began to exploit his fellow man. (Sire,

19762 36)

Rebellion and crime  &re common everyehere, mar  has  no
more  fear of Gdd. "Cach has tried to be his own  god  and
gxalt his will above God'e will....man lost  the blessing
and  protection of  God and came under & curse andg  the

power of the devil." (Meinper, 1980 1), Histories recorded

incessant wary likewilise, the ma%ﬁ.m@dia frequently reports
variows crimes. In short, man ds enslaved by sin.

Jean Qaljﬁaﬁ arnd his sister’'s family with seven
children  live in  profound poverty, that the ohildren

often starve. Jean, who 1s a poorly paid pruner, works hard

to support them. "He did it naturally, as & dutys but with

-

. Kl
a  btrace of surliness.” (Hugo, 1987 82). He knows that h?

wiened bidin

m i by

il to hids widow

wld  be gra

since their parents died when he was very young, yet it
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seems that he does it insincerely. Jean also  likes to
grumble.  When the children spilt the borrowing milk, Jean
pave  for  the milk. Yet, he did it with grumbling:  “Jean

Vel jeEnm roagh ar xid Marie Claude;

grumizler as he was, |

apaed

their mothsr  never knew, and s the  ohdldren
purishmernt . CHuoo, 1987 83). Thise shows man’'s  sinfal

mature 3 "whose mmuﬁh is fuli of cursing anc bitt@#ﬁ@gg“
{ Roes T 14, KIVY. The_ condition of Jean Val jean
represents  the condition of unregensrated man  in  general
arid  what the sting of sin has done to him. A= sin enters
into this world, so does éuffering. Much of this, is the
fﬁault of  the work of flesh:  hatred, wrathﬁ. adultery,

murders, envy, and others. Thus, injustice, oruelty and

insecurity ooowr i the  scclety. Jdean Valliesan  is  the

and main’ s inhamanily Lo mdir.

vAC T G L L
e ie sentenced to Tive yvesr imprisonment just because  of
ﬁtéaliﬂg a loat of bread. He is forced to do thalt, bhecause
e has no work et that severe winter while his sister and

to eat. When Jean enters b

uards fivetimg the bolt of his
irorn  collar behind hie head with a heavy  hamner strokes.,
This is the begirnming of Jean suffering as & prisoner  of
tké unjust lawf.Jeam Valiean nineteen vyears imprisonment
and the crm&i treatment during that time inflict & deep
misery in hih:

Ot1,  that red turic, the ball ard chain, the plank

1
to sleep on, the heat, the cold, the work gang, back
to  the prisorn ship every night, the lash, the doubkle
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chairn  for nothing, solitary confinement for one word
even  when sick in bed, the ohain. The dogs. a dog
is  happier! Nineteen yvears! (Hugo, 1987: 76)

Such cruel pundishment gradually transforms  Jean’'s  body,

soul and spirit. Fhysically, Jean becomes stronger

gtk

BECADE,  Pave

His agility was even greater than his &t e
Certain convicts, oorn tly planning
develoaped & wveritable scilence of strength arnd
skill combined-the science  of the muscles. ...
Giver: arn  angel ir & wall, with the pressure of his
back and his knees, wilth elbows and hands  braced
against the rough Face of the stone, he wonld
ascend, as 1f by magic, to the third floor. (Hugo,
1987: 21)

The s=soul of man is the place of man’s personality. While
personality consists of intellect, will and emotions.

(Weiner, 1780: I3) Jean Valjiean pesycohological disorder can

e seen when he tries to escape several times as he can no
longer besr the prisorn bruatal treatment. He is more like
an animal tharn human being:

He  escaped impetecusly, like a wolf o seeing  his
cage . door apen. Instinct ik, "Gol!" Resson said,
"Stay!" But  before so omighty & tempteation. reason
disappesred, and only instinct remained. The Dbeast
alone was reacting. khen he was recaptured, the new
purtishument inflicted on him only made him  flercer.

[

(Hugo, 1987: 21)

It seemns that Jean’'s mind does not work as it showld be, be
could no  longer think about the result of his trying to

eerape. Jearn's persconality has changed alseo, he  talks
+ + b4 = :

little and never laughs. He seems continually absorbed in
locking &t somethimg terrible. He becomes so indifferent,
and at:timasﬂ he does not even know exactly what he feels.
Whern he die freed from the prison, he is  given & ye}lmw

passport  which says  that he is & very dangerows  man.
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Ningteen vyears imprisonment has made him capable of  two
types of crimes:

sww  Faret, a sudden wunpremeditated act, rash,
instinctiv a sorlt of reprisal for the wrong he et
i i ' weditated act, debated
in his con W T & a2 ideasg
such wert
thr o - ba i
nacy "

et f

te o which
and obet

thire S
Timitec
{Hugo, 1987 93)

an

Jearn  Maliean’'s  such mental distortion cmuld riot be
separated with his apiritual decline as well. Through
suTfering he begine to condemn Gmd; Thies EpiFi£ of 'mén,
deals with the spiritual realm. It is divided into three
parte: intuition, CONSClEnCE, arct fellowship. The
conscisnce  is the door of one’'s spirit. From this part
ther  the guilty feeling may occur, because it  tells  man
about  right  and wrong. The intuition is  the knower by
whiich [H¥=38] percelves  circumstances o things, the

fellowship ds  the ares to have fellowship with God. The

ard mot o sensitive to the

Py
fo)
P

consciences will  become du
Spirit  of God if one keeps comnititing sin. (Weiner, 1980:

a3)Y. Az Tor Jean Valiean be could no longer discern the
right and the wrong. His conscience has bhescome dull.

The Scripture states that any wnre

renerated men  iw
at  war wilth Sod. They are in darkness, no hooe  and iike
straved lamb. Spiritually, they are in bondage and are a
captive of sin, Jean VYaljean’'s condition is & reflection
of this. He iz &t warbwith Fod, he does things according to

what his huwpan nature tells him to do. This, according to
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Sinner

what the Bible savs abouwt the s "Those who live as
their  bhuman  nature  tells  them to. have  thelr minces
controlled by what buman nature wante. .. and 0 & person
becomes  an gremy ©f God whern  he le controlled by his
Faman pature” (Roma 8:8a, 7y GMBY, In facth, Jean Valiean
Eriows God  omly  dAn mame. St times, in the midet of his
misery, he cories to Him but finds no answer. " "They hknow

God , ibut they do not give him the honour that belongs  to
Him, nor  do they thank Him. Inctead their thought have
e ome cmmpiete nonsense, and their empty minds are filled
with darkness." (Rome 1: Z1l: GNBR) Jearn is also said to be
in darkness  he does not know where be is and what he does:
"Jean Valjean is in the dark, suffering in the darﬁ, hating

in the dark. He lived cons

stantly in darkness, groping

Blindly like a dreamery."” (Huago, 1987 90).

Afrer his release  from  the galleve, Jean Valiean is
still & spiritual prisoner, still in bondage of hatred,
despair, itterness and pain. His suffering increasss  as
robody welcomes him in Digne.

@r&uwd Rim, darkness, storm, solitude, wild,
wnconscious  twinult, the ceaseless chutrning of

Tigrce waters. Wlthiﬁ Mim, horror  and =y haustion.

heneath him

He thinks of

him. His hand cramp
"What can he do? He vy
seeks death, no longer

tumbbles into the mourn

{(Hugo, 1987: 9%)

What he wundergoes and Fow

what the Rible says about t

the devouring abyss.
the shadowy
body in the limitlese gloom.

No  resting place.
adventures of hise limp
The biting cold paralyzes

shut and grasp at...nothing...
ield te despair: worn out, he
resiste, gives up, lets o,

ful depths of the abyss forever.
i state is in accordsnce  with
he state of those whose life is
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under  the power of sin, (Isaiah 1:58-46, FPsalm 38:3-8, 18).

Mary  of  them are fe depress broken, rejected, hated
vindictive and bitter. They are in bondage and imprisoned

ah b

ter omany bad habite and thought p rrig. Bithout  spiritual
hglpy s kiﬁd‘mf perscon s dangerows both for himself and
Tor others, Jears Maliesan s attitode  and behaviour are
influenced by the inhuwnan treatment in Touwlon., His  deep
hatred has led him to want to revenge. "fe mmﬁivea, he  had
habtritual indignation, bitterness, a deep sense of injury, a
reaction  even égaiﬁﬁt b good, the innccent, and  the
e :
uprighty in the unlikely event he encountered them." (Hugo,
1787: 3). Hence, the first time when Jean meets  the

bishop who generowsly helps him, he pavs him back with &

the bishop’ s silverware,

crime. Beforeg he

e mind wavers  and sihruaggles but he could not resist

the templtaticon:

Mary thouwghte came to hidog bt e kept
reappearing, driving out all othere. That thought was
thiss He had noticed the silver place %:ttingﬁ arnd the
large spoon that Madame Magloire had put on the table.
(Hugo, 1987: 97) '

Likewise, when he meets Feltit-Gerveilese, he robs the ohild's
moey . Jean doss a&ll thie spontarngously, influenéed by his
bad habits and thought patt@rm whiich are molded during his
imprisonment.

That is why & man who is enslaved by £in needs to be
restored and transformed by God:; and only God is able to
ragtmr& marn' e spiritual death to life. In the nwv%i, Hugo

shows this  truths  the terrible condition of Jean  is
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impossible to . be cured by man:

Certainly, a doctor would have seen in Jean Valjean

& dincuwrable misery: he would perharps  have pitied

those man sickened by the law, but he would not  even

have & mpted to cwre; bhe would have twned from  the

side  of the caverns glimposed in that souly and, like

Damte &t the gate of Hell, he would have esrased from

swistence the word that the finger of God has

=3 wiritten inm the b oow of S E Y OF
st (HUgo, 1987 90)

Jearnn Malijean  ie terribly in need of help, ag he cories:
"Mern  are gone. Where is God? He screams. Help! Someone
Help! He scoreams over and over” (Hugo, 1987: 95). A1l of
Jean Valjean' s edperiemnces is a symbol of the %téte of the
unregenerated. Their sins cguld destroy them . soon  if
nobody  helps  them and if  they do not come to the

Frovidence.,
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