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ABSTRACT 

 
 

Florencia Elanie 
 A Critical Thesis 

Evelyn Hugo’s Defiance Against The “True Womanhood” and Her Agency In The Seven 
Husbands of Evelyn Hugo 

 
In my thesis, I analyze The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo (2017), a historical fiction by Taylor 
Jenkins Reid, focusing on Evelyn Hugo’s defiance of the values of True Womanhood during the 
1950s. At that time, young women are expected to be conventional housewives, yet Evelyn, a 
young woman herself, chooses to reject these values, deviating from the “ideal life” of a woman. 
This defiance makes her character particularly interesting to study. Therefore, I am going to 
analyze the ways Evelyn Hugo defies the three virtues of True Womanhood and the ways her 
defiance gives her the agency to decide her own life. To analyze this, I will use The Cult of True 
Womanhood, a criticism of True Womanhood by Welter (1966), and The Concept of Agency by 
Giddens (1986). The finding shows that Evelyn defies three values in True Womanhood by taking 
ownership over her own body, rejecting the societal norms, and claiming her personal 
autonomy. The defiance stems from her desire to control her own course of life by obtaining 
financial independence and self-reliance. As a result, she does not feel shame, guilt, or any other 
negative consequences from her defiance of the norm. Evelyn Hugo can be considered a feminist 
who defies the value as a weapon to gain her agency in the male-dominated world and lives 
ahead of her time. 
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