ABSTRACT

Florencia Elanie
A Critical Thesis
Evelyn Hugo’s Defiance Against The “True Womanhood” and Her Agency In The Seven
Husbands of Evelyn Hugo

In my thesis, | analyze The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo (2017), a historical fiction by Taylor
Jenkins Reid, focusing on Evelyn Hugo’s defiance of the values of True Womanhood during the
1950s. At that time, young women are expected to be conventional housewives, yet Evelyn, a
young woman herself, chooses to reject these values, deviating from the “ideal life” of a woman.
This defiance makes her character particularly interesting to study. Therefore, | am going to
analyze the ways Evelyn Hugo defies the three virtues of True Womanhood and the ways her
defiance gives her the agency to decide her own life. To analyze this, | will use The Cult of True
Womanhood, a criticism of True Womanhood by Welter (1966), and The Concept of Agency by
Giddens (1986). The finding shows that Evelyn defies three values in True Womanhood by taking
ownership over her own body, rejecting the societal norms, and claiming her personal
autonomy. The defiance stems from her desire to control her own course of life by obtaining
financial independence and self-reliance. As a result, she does not feel shame, guilt, or any other
negative consequences from her defiance of the norm. Evelyn Hugo can be considered a feminist
who defies the value as a weapon to gain her agency in the male-dominated world and lives
ahead of her time.

Keyword: true womanhood, defiance, agency, personal autonomy, independency

Vi
Petra Christian University



TABLE OF CONTENTS

ACCEPTANCE SHEET ...ttt sttt e e s s s s en e e i

LEMBAR PERNYATAAN PERSETUJUAN PUBLIKASI KARYA ILMIAH UNTUK KEPENTINGAN

AKADEMIK <.ttt ettt st ettt e st e ses et st et st s st eb e b e s b ses et st e ebesen et sen et en s ens iii

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ..ttt sttt sttt et sttt ee st esb et st eabe s sbeens e eaeesaeaneeesneesseessnsansntesesnens iv

ABSTRACT ...ttt ettt sttt ettt eb st sae bt e bbb b e ses et eae st st bbb ebe ses e e b b eae sem et et et et st bebenes vi

TABLE OF CONTENTS .ottt ettt ettt sttt e s et et sbe et et sae s et et e ssse st saeassnes saeensessneenes vii

1. INTRODUCTION ...oiiuiteiietteeseite sttt ettt sttt cbe s ses et ses et ses et sae s e ses b ee e b ses et sen et eae s e et bt ene semens 1

1.1. Background Of the StUAY .......cueivieiiiecesee e st e s s e sae e b nnas 1

1.2. Statement of the Problems ...ttt st st 5

1.3. PUrPOSE OF ThE STUAY ..eooviiiececee ettt st st e vttt as e ebestese e se e e besaesans 5

1.4. Significance Of the SEUAY ..o e e st e b b s 5

1.5. Theoretical FrameWOrK ... ..ottt s s st s e bee b 6

1.6. Organization of the STUAY ..o et 11

2. EVELYN HUGO’S DEFIANCE AND AGENCY ....c.ovtioirieiietee st se st svesess st ssssssssssesesssssne e snesesne s 12

2.1. Evelyn Hugo's Defiance Against the Three Virtues of True Womanhood ...................... 12

2.1.1. Taking Ownership Over Her OWN BOdY .......ccucovveveiveiveniene s ssreese e e esneas 13

2.1.2. Rejecting The Societal NOIMS .......cccieieireeeecece et ettt seete st st s e besesaeraenes 19

2.1.2.1. SHOWINEG ASSEITIVENESS ...eeevieieiieieieieeieriss st e eeesreste st e e e aesaes s essarseseseseenes 20

2.1.2.2. Other Act That Rejects The Societal NOrms .......cccccoeceeceveve e cece e 21

2.1.3. Claiming Personal AULONOMY .......ccceeeevieieeesesiereeeeeseres s eseesssreste s s sessessesassassenees 23

2.1.3.1. Refusing to do HOUSEWOIK ......coucveiiie ettt 23

2.1.3.2. Other Act That Claims Personal AUtONOMY .......cccccvieieiercerienve e 25

2.2, EVEIYN HUEO S ABBNCY....oiiieeeieietiet et ee ettt e e ettt s ase st st st e st e benaet e sesenaneenas 28

2.2.1. Obtaining Financial INdependeNnCe ... e eceeeeeeeeteee et 28

2.2.2. Obtaining SeIf-reliance ... s 32

3. CONGCLUSION ..ottt ettt st ettt st b e e et st st shesueeat et eseaes e es ea st et see e e sbeseeaueeueessesessanssanan 35

REFERENCES ...ttt ettt sttt sttt sttt s st et st b b s st b e sttt ebe b enenen s 38
vii

Petra Christian University


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GmQGNcMg_hhJKo79v7xuycpa2RLocHMX/edit#heading=h.7pna94ocqpls
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GmQGNcMg_hhJKo79v7xuycpa2RLocHMX/edit#heading=h.7w5cxotjoc6q
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GmQGNcMg_hhJKo79v7xuycpa2RLocHMX/edit#heading=h.mb15wie26xy3
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GmQGNcMg_hhJKo79v7xuycpa2RLocHMX/edit#heading=h.ydeizcdrikuh

	9efb6d81f71eb08a18ada544718783799300c188ac823193b0d3ad3473d7e9d6.pdf

