
CHAPTER IV

THE ANALYSIS OF THE FAIRCHILDS' ENCOUNTERS

DURING THE PREPARATION OF THE W EDDING

Iv-1- The Fairchilds by biood

IY .1.1. George Fairchild (Dabney ea Mncle)

George is the darling of the Fairchild family. He

is so attached to his Fairchild family since they build a

solid wall of love among themselves. He also has an

important role in the Fairchild family Yhich is to protect

the Fairchilds from harm. His deed on saving Maureen on

the trestle is the proof of his devotion to the Fairchild

family. His willingness to risk his life for the

Fairchilds' sake makes him neglect his vife's yell in vhich

she tells him 6o run for his life. George's attitude

trvard his wife's yell on the trestle makes his Yife leave

him since he does not give an answer or a damn care on her.

Therefore, vhen he gets news about his niece's marriage, he

* .leaves Memphis alone to Shellmound. He again chooses
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family over vife when he comes for the pre-vedding

activities instead of looking for his absent, heartbroken

wife (Magill,2824). The vriter believes that George is

not a selfish person. He tends to think for others. His

going to Shellmound is also for the Fairchilds' sake. He

does not want to let the Fairchilds down and even make them

worrY about him. Moreover, he is a person vho is strong in

his principle.

look for his wife. Yet, he does not realize that there is

a misunderstanding that makes Robbie leave him.

He thinks that he is right ào he does not

The

resolution depends on the efforts of both spouses in trying

to solve their conflicts.

George's presence on the pre-wedding preparation

makes him come to the rèalization that he has to pay

attbntion to his own marriage. His realization makes him

hope that Robbie vill come on time on Dabney's marriage.

He sees h?v hard Dabney's

future husband from her fnmlly who object tovard her

upcoming marriage. George can èinally think clearly that

his marriage is in a mess too. Dabney's case is the same

struggle is to defend Troy as her

as George's case. George's marriage also gets a strong

objection from the Fairchild family.

uncle, should give Dabney a good example

feel ashamed of his ihcapability to solve his cvn problem.

lheteas his niece, Dabney, shcvs her hijh spirit of

He, as Dabney's

otherwise he will
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struggles tovard her cvn life. Moreover, George can

sfubbornly sacrifice for other's sàke, for instance, his

act of saving Maureen on the trestle. There is no reason

for him to not fight for his cwn happiness. His

determination to marry Robbie is his cvn decision.

Therefore, he has to take the responsibility of his

decision. The thesis writer considers that a sense of

responsibility is one of the imporEant things in life in
. 

'

determining one's success of life. The less spnse of

responsibility someone has toward his/her life, the worse

his/her life will be. In George's case, George has the

responsibility to fix his relationship with Robbie since

Robbie is his own choice. Besidese he faces this difficult

situation right before another vedding in which his niece's

marriage dèpends on his happiness. He is glorified by the

Fairchild so he becomes the example for the Fairchilds. In

Contemporary biterary Criticism, it states that the

individuali ty of George is somevhat buried in familial

expectations imposed upon him (karowski, 1985: 422). All

his virtues, acts and life are noticed by the Fairchilds.

. For thia reason, George bears a big responsiblity not only

on his cvn life but also on the Fairchilds' lives.

George's care for others makes him slip of his mind

about his o.n wife's need. When he meets a run-away girl

in the wood, his heroic quality encourages him to offer
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help.

meeting vith the girl makes him begin to be aware of

Robbie's running away from him. A little girl dares to run

avay from home in searching for affection.

Robbie vho feels she is neglected

feel at home.

only a temporary

Yhile his act of sleeping with the girl is

Moreover,

by her husbaàd will not

desire. Even though the Fairchilds adore

his virtues, he i: not completely perf4ct. He still has

Yet, he accidentally sleeps

his weaknessess.

amazed by her beauty.

He is attracted to the girl because he is

It cannot be said as love. Besides,

love vhich is based only

long.

because of his/her virtues, an everlasting relationship

will exist. George, as a husband, has the obligation to

devote his attention more to his ovn private life than to

the Fairchild family since he has a family to support. He

cannot interfere his family life with the Fairchilds' even
*'

if he cares for the Fairchilds. He has to knov hcv to

balance his attention so that hé is not in either side of

them in order to achieve happiness and avoid jealousy from

both sides. Although George has been adored by the

Fairchilds and influenced by the Fairchilds' Yay of life to

do only the heroic deed while women rule the root, he needs

to alter the traits he has scved for years. For the sake

on someone's beauty cannot last

Yet, when a person falls in love with someone

with her (79). His
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of his happiness

needed.

Yith Robbie, a lot of sacrifices are

George's presence without his wife makes all the

Fairchilds wonder, especially Ellen. She keeps asking why

he does not come with his vife. Ellen is very curious to

knov about her. Unable to avoid and give any excuse,

George at last tells Ellen the truth:

'rrn 1, A uNG DIR 1'' h, > l<  e hTr, hIg vole  œ ; au 1 an: Ix d ln *1<

half-m pty houe . ''Qoh%T Ie  mT?' 5he Yn * &  *  hlm. He gtI1I 1e  O A

hls B6+ shuh SI,T gpanlsh Iook -  nct >haug'oon, It o s mlsery'' (51)

From George's look, it shgvs that he is upset;

particularly, after he sees hcv thoughtful his family is

toward his happiness. On the other hand, he also gets

sarcasm Trom his lister about his marriage:

*Ae t Ro* e R'IA m ur 161 M H T* PT.

- e lnd * M  w ur e  ;I*  *  *  yx êM  Io@In6 yx r Fal% Il:

l œ  h- , *  * 1 o e ;e1>

e pe. Ql6hte o: & 4t ofm e e e n6lYou eould Y e *@u6h%

# It whY you nuv,sa he.wsl up *,nI4% *(114)

His sister's sarcasm leads him to become more introspective

on himself. Even though he only listens and gives no

response, deep dovn in his heart he thinks over about his

marriage. He himself cannot give any explanation to the

Fairchild family about his wife's running away from him.
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George is a type

himself. His character

of a person <ho cannot directly express

is effected by his surroundings.

biving in a matriarchal family,

something. He becomes a man who

He does not notice that his family's resistance on his

marrying her also influences his wife's judgement on him.

His ignorance toward his wife's yell on the trestle makes

his wife unable to stop thinking why he pays so much

attention on the Fairchilds while the Fairchilds do not

appreciate his decision when he says he wants to marry

Robbie. George even makes her feel unworthy in Tront of

his family when he chooses to stay on the trestle. Right

at Dabney's wedding where everyone of the family gather

together, George gradually becomes avare of his ovn deed.

On one hand, his act of saving Maureen is indeed the right

thing to do, yet on the other hand he has to consider his

wife's yell. He finally realizes that he has his gvn life

to care for, besides the Fairchild f.
amily. He, a married

man, indeed has to be responsible for his ovn desire to

marry Robbie. He also needs to fight for his Jvn happiness

in order to make the Fairchild wipe out of their bad

he rarely gives comments on

does not demand too much.

prejudice 'trvard Robbie.
The arrival of George's vife befoze Dabney's

wedding gives George a chance to pull up all his courage to

explain his deed on the trestle so that Robbie can make
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Sense

can clarify his way of thoughts to avoid misunderstanding.

The writer considers that through the explanation, George

can open Robbie's mind on the things she judges badly. In

the talks, b0th George. and Robbie can explain their reasons

and exchange their thoughts. This may help 50th sides to

understand one another and to avoid misleading thoughts

that may keep them àpart. This is George's explanation to

Robbie:

out of what he has done. From the explanation, he

'To ma1 1 sp> k for m> elf'. he O la matt<r-of-fao<y ... ''I aœ Y o lnk 1%

ma> Y +o mul In *1< w da e at.0nI#', h; %nt œar Ro* < #*1 hl/

look don: rTlen<Tgg - h, - + ae t *  @ss he', rm A mne  lf 4 U R 'Y

6olnd *  go na on *+ e / If I o nœ  * 1 or #Il a6aln.* (1g7)

Through explanation, George

Maureen on the trestle incident.

he saves Maureén because he Yants to.

who he is going to save; yet, he will save anyone

trouble. He is also not able to Tight

be the right thing

conscience not to do that,

to do since it would go against his

vhat he believes to

the act of saving. Besides, it

has been his responsibility as a human being to save other

human beings

anything

responsibility tp love one

vho are in critical situation and cannot do

since God creates human beings with their

another as God loves them all.

He does not choose

who is in

clarifies his deed on saving

He mentions to her that
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And in order to reply God's love,

his/her love of other human beings. George's openness

through explanation to his wife about his reason to save

Maureen is one of the best vays to overcome their conflict.

Beside:, it is better to work out everything together when

50th sides have cooled dovn.

one can show it through

IY.1.2. Dabney Fairchild (Bride-to-bel

Dabney, vho is seventeen years old, is going to get

married with Troy, an outsider,

and has lower

adolescent.

building

too young to go through

status. Considering her age, she is still an

who is twice older than her

During that period, one's stability in

up a family needs to be questioned, since she is

it. She still needs to enjoy her

is one of the important perie s inyouth in which youth

one's life and in Piper's opinion it is *a merely avkvard

stage

ove: the b#tter* (Piper, 1965: 59).

in the difficult process of grcving up , the sooner

Besides, the process

of groving cannot be separàted from the Parents'

involvement as according to Theodore bidz

*M oI,*  11 a prde  œ dn6 * I+ * , youl =  > , e  g:f

xmae  ana I* p* * *11: * 11o nln: x&ork > on and

4ulene H tn hl@ * 11/ (1 1+,196g:M )
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Dabneye

her and give her advice and guidance, but whatever she

decides is still under her ovn consideration so that she

does not tend to think that she is under her parents'

power. In this period, young people are mostly

her parents to guide

enthusiastic to flnd out their identity and

in life. This also happens to

their position

Dabney. Her identity as a

Fairchild

Troy makes her

indeed matters to her; yet, her happiness vith

not so sure with her identity. Her love

toward Troy also makes her forget

nature: her solidness tcvard the outsiders.

about her Fairchild

bove is the

most pcwerful

make someone forget everything. Aside from that, love can

make someone willing to sacrifice for the sake of her

l ver.o

feeling vhich can block someone's mind and

Her insistence on marrying Troy shows her rebellion

toward her family. Her sudden decision to marry Troy does

not get a full approval Trom her family. Dabney's parents

disapproval is based on Troy's status, his age which is

tvice older thàn Dabney, and especially on Dabney's sudden

decision vithout discussing vith them first. As parenta,

they feel being

knov further about him before they

underestimated, surprised and curious to

give their blessing. It

is true that she is not a child any more who can be

directed and controlled fully b# the parents. She has

during her youth, still needs
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grcvn up,

fulfil. But as long

she has her w n dream which waits f or her to

as the parents are still alive, thek

have the right to prevent

happiness.

desire back since Dabney

On the other hand, her parents cannot hold her

her if it endangers her

has her cvn demand in her that

makes her rebel against her parents' wish. As Magill

states

heart and mind that seeks to go its

2822). So, the parents are not able to interfere deeper

into her privacy. Hcwever, she is still the one who has

the right to determine her ovn life. If she decides for

herself, she will not put the blame on others because it is

her o.n choice and she has to undergo it whatever the

consequences are. As

family, when Dabney

feels

she is used to being close with her

declares her marriage with Troy, she

a bit awkvard in her relationship vith her family.

the part of human
, 
'

own way (Magill, 1983:

Her mother acts like a strangere she does not talk much

with Dabney as they did before, which makes her feel

uncomfortable about it. Her moiher does not say any words

tovard her sudden decision.

also seems to have distance ip their

She and her sister, Shelley,

relationship. When

shoutsthey lie together

that they vill

them stare at each

never be like this again vhich

on thè settee, Shelley suddenly

makes both of

other and end it without any explanation

that the serious threat comes from

about each other's feelings as if there is no help for it.
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Their %aY

do not express what theythey

just

perception.

see and observe the problem according to their own

The writer thinks this could be the source of

any misunderstanding.

make 50th

Besides, each person can grasp the meaning of their talks.

Her deyotion to Troy makes her love and care for

her future husband more than her family. Dabney is always

curious about what Troy is doing whenever he is not vith

to each otherTalking openly

sides understand vhat they want

Can

and mean.

her. When Troy,

She is always close to him as if she is so afraid to be

separated. Spending most of her time with Troy, she

indirectly neglects her Tamily. She is not aeare of the

Fairchilds' desire to put the Fairchild Tamily first since

she gets excited

she is with she treats him 50 tenderly.

with her relationship with Troy.

Moreover, this is her first love

obsessed by him. Her concern tovard her family is changing

since her feeling of love is deeper tcward her lover.

During her pre-vedding pvriod, nabney accidentally

drops the night lamp which she gets from her aunts as a

wedding present (53).

heirloom.

thing since it means a lot to them in order to connect and

The night lamp is her family

Her aunts regard the night lamp as a precious

keep them in touch with their past (44). Yet, Dabney does

so she seems to be

think or disapprove. They

in solving the problem is rather awkvard since
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not feel guilty or even cry

Fairchilds

Dabney's upcoming marriage

are very sensitive toward the family's heirloom.

makes her tend to think more

about her life with Troy than with her Tamily.

everyone

trying

ignore anything

has a dream to be fulfilled, she wil: not stop

until she achieved it. In achieving it, she will

that seems to prevent her. Dabney should

fjel 5orrY

she acts like nothing has happened.

. 
'

on breaking the night lamp, but on the contrary

Her attitude is

Besides,

encouraged by

she has determined her strong

her devotion to build up a family vith Troy.

desire to live vith Troy, so

for it whereas the other

nothing can change it.

Dabney 's

influenced by her surroundings.

defend herself.

On Dabney's pre-wedding

days,

the sense that George

not look Tor her.

Dabney's

to defend her relationship by going to the Delta to find

vedding. since Robbie loves George, she struggles

George.

But then she witnesses hov

does not like Robbie's coming.

sincere Robbie is.

Dabney at first

Her bad

Dabney is
prejudice

amazed by

Fairchilds' accusation on blaming her from leaving George.

tolard Robbie is gradually fading.

her courage of coming alone and of resisting the

He goe:

Dabney comes to realize that she has judged Robbie badly.

will look for àer; yet, George does

alone to the Delta to attend

She leaves George inRobbie comes to

solidness tlward the outsiders is
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She particularly has judged

which is lover than the

quickly in judging a person.

Dabney

cheated by the appearance

has come to realization that she should avoid being

of the Person. The first

impression of a person

consider, but people have to really

is indeed an important thing to

examine him/her

carefully. There are people who are very clever to cover

their real characters.

Robbie only from her background

Fairchilds' status. She is too

The writer believes that

IV .l.3. Shezley FaircAzld (Dabney #, Sisterj

Shelley vho is surrounded by too much family love

is Very

Being always at home 5he does not have many companions,

particularly

difficult to Stay aWay from the family love.

male ones. This gives her little knowledge

about men. She only has a Sew pictures of a man by looking

at her father and uncle. Hlvever,

her father, while her uncle

Therefore, she has little chance to kncw more about man.

often leaves the Delta.

When she sees Troy, Dabney's upcoming husband, dealing Yith

violence, she feels shocked

Dabney's

happens when

strong desire to have Troy as her husband.

about it and worry about.

It

Troy has not shovn up in time for his marriage

Shelley

she finds Troy having a problem with two

to look for him.rehearsal.

Coincidently,

is told

she is not so close to
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field Negroes.

uses the gun to frighten him with his intention to let the

ice-peak off his hand. As she sees the incident, she is

suddenly afraid of man. She notices that man in some vay

or another often use violence to face his surroundings.

of them hold an ice-peak while TroyOne

Qunnln: IAaIOtI: *j& e , Ngeroan ghe he = G 5h<IIe ould only

* lnk ln her ander of o e O nvlnané pTe toane Troy he  dlven ag an

Aemedr km and *>.'' (196)

Being not able to grasp fully the purpose

act, Shelley comes to the feeling of fears tlward man. Her

feelings of fears leads her to regard Troy's act as his

existence as an overseer born and bred. She also connects

Troy's violence vith her father's since in her outlook, her

father is a rough man. One of his rough attitude toward

Shelley is stated below:

of Troy's violent

*œ . - , you r  *  hA*. *  9h#Ie. 9h@ / 11/ A  hIs s* <  r-

le-  ana > e *  @*  hlmye  h, - e  here e  d hlm *  o e > @:*

(11f$)

She never gets tender

her prejudice against men becomes vorse.

i shelley just meets such unexpected scenerybel eves

coincidently. Moreoyer, seeing her mother so gentle and

caring to her children, she feels a woman is more tender

treatment from her father; therefore:

The writer
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than a man. When she is with her father, she cannot feel

the same as vhen she is with her mother.

things

marrying Troy. She is puzzled

+ho has lack of courage to Tace ris kyShelley

is amazed by her younger Sister's deci/ion On

by Dabney's easy acceptance

of Troy. Keeping a1l her thoughts

asks Dabney's reason to choose Troy.

in her diary, she never

According to John

the failureEdward Hardy (Hardy
, 1952:

commuàication

to

understanding of Dabney, perhaps even upon her sympathy

with the entire family.

grasp the significance

Dabney's courage.

determination

Nevertheless, Shelley is able to

of nabney's determination, that is

Dabney dares to take the risk in her

of taking Troy as her husband, although she

does

Dabney

not knov much about Troy's background as an overseer.

is younger than Shelley: yet :he does not hesitate

in making a decision.

eldest she cannot always be an example.

also realizes that as theShelley

She can also pick

Troy leads Shelley

between Shelley to Dabney on the engagement

to close a door upon her

of410),

the good sides of her younger sister.

Shelley does not have strong desire to be on her

rvn; therefore, she easily gets influenced.

association makes her unable to experience many things that

may enlarge her view. By looking at others, people can

corzect themselves. Shelley sees the difference between

back of
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her and Dabney.

trying to

rather object on Dabney's marriage. Dabney

She notices that Dabney does n9t stop

defend her decision. Although Shelley's family

keeps with her

determination. From

with Troy, she learns

Dabney's insistence upon her marriage

to take a stand. Shelley hardly

tries to oppose her parents since she

brothers and sisters' example.

to make up her mind on the thing she desires since she

needs to consider her family's concern. She also becomes a

person who always follcvs her parents' demands.

Considering her sister's insistence and her age, she begins

to learn to be herself. It is not too late for her t:

is demanded to be her

This leads to her hesitance

change even Yithout any support.

Shelley is a Person vho is difficult to express

herself. She devotes all her feelings and thoughts in her

diary.

thought about %roY

When Shelley sees Dabney dare to express her

to make her parents understand her

Shelley also sees Dabney's struggle tofeeling for Troy.

persuade her parents so her parents'

as an overseer gradually fades. The Yriter believes noone

can stand to keep his/her feelings and thoughts alone

without sharing Yith others. The person will undergo

stress when she tries to keep everything by herself.

bad prejudice on Troy

sometimes, she needs to let out her feelings or thoughts to

others to make her feel at ease. Shelley, being unable to
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See

criticizes

her mother's burden of taking care of so many children,

her father of being unconcern vith her mother

( 2 2 9 ) . She takes pity on

another baby, whereas her father does not consider her

yother's condition. Her motherg besides keeping expecting

another baby, has t: care for all her children's nqeds and

take care of the household. Therefore, Shelley takes pity

on her mother by saying that her family is perfect enough

as a family. For that reason, her mother needs not to

deliver another baby into the vorld. Her expression of her

mother's condition is encouraged by her compassion. That

feeling exists- because she sees hcv busy her mother is that

she does not have time to look after herself. She hardly

spends much time talking

love toward her mother also supports her to express her

to the members of the family. Her

her mother <ho keeps expecting

feelings. Besides, Shelley also gives comments on Troy.

qMama, l olnk It'g * % *e -  %<  = el In H nl *!& <a, e r,* e

ghTlle all at on.. ''fg II1 m &e yst o Ie In *T houe H m *, ielal

and manles 9a1e.'' (205)

Shelley is encouraged to express

after witnessing Troy's act of ,violence.

gun in order to ask one of the Negroes to let the ice-peak

off his hand. This unpleasant sight makes her feel a bit

worried on Dabney's happiness which leads he: to express

her feelings about Troy

He is holding a
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her feelings

her mother reconsider

about Troy to her mother. She intends to let

Dabney's marriage to Tr6y.

Shelley's solidness to the ousiders makes her

indifferent with others.

others' Teélings. Her attitude

She does not even consider

tovard Robbie is one of the

example.

George,

she sees Robbie crying

She

and is worth blaming for leaving George. It never crosses

her mind that Robbie is so much in love with George that

she encourages herself to come to Shellmound to find George

for George in front of the public.

has used to think that Robbie is not a match for him

She does not care much on Robbie's feeling toward

not until she witnesses Robbie's sorrow herself.

after she has left George.

''Y t 9helle  hY  ll/ene  o e mom4nt she eno re  o , so rl. sur,

enx6h . sh< Ould he  somee  e nd, de<p In *,1 *ok 5he went *

Iook h:r hM  pouM lnd. Qohe, u s gltln6 In *1< r- hll/g g* oI, ;llIrd

f'

œ m, unde a feso on @  me r

*> '' (13g)

she herself vitnesses hov desperately

she is willing to suffez the shame she has done to hprself,

that is, crying for George in public. Shelley notices that

Robbie is so encouraged that she does not mind to lover her

dignity in front of the Fairchild by looking for George

she Yants George that
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instead of George's looking for her. Shelley is also

amazed by Robbie's bravery.

fight

Shelley gradually feel pity for Robbie.

Robbie dares to come alone to

for George over the Fairchilds. Al l t h e s e c :F $.. e.r . ., .
.> .k .S ' . . e o s l s +

, ul z + s +* + *
. N # > m, .z6j >
.s, w-  z .4- 
vN.>  mt h

1... ii

d 

'

' 

..1.1

*

. 7/ , ,:)* 
, . *

.., - 

z jt sIV .Z. The Fairchilds by marriage

IV .Z.I. Elzen Fairchild fpabwey 'a motherl

Ellen's fear of losing her children's love makes

her hesitant to let Dabney go. As a mother vho is for the

first time going to give Troy responsibility and trust to

look after her daughter whom she has raised and loved for

yearse she doubts Troy's sincerity. Besides, the writer

feels that Ellen has less faith in Troy since she has not

got to knov him very Yell. Therefore, she seems so hard to

let Dabney be away from her. She also devotes too much

love on her children. She foresees Dabney's happiness by

looking at George'. happiness. She always leads herself to

believe that George is happy; therefore, she does not give

any comments on Dabney's sudden decision. When she finds

out that Robbie leaves George, she tries to cover George's

problem from

. anything about George

Dabney by begging the Fairchilds not to say

in front of Dabney (106). Ellen

loves Dabney so much that she does not

feel sad or disturbed by her Uncle George's problem vhich

may affect her happiness vith Troy since Dabney adores him

want to make her
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so much.

Troy, she does not want Dabney

hides her feeling as far as she can. Here, the vriter

considers that Ellen seems to treat Dabney as a child vhom

she sometimes thinks that a child does not have to kncv

much about adults' problem. Yet, according to the writer,

Dabney deserves to know Fairchild family problems. She is

part of the family so she has the righE to kncv. Moreover,

she is not a child anymore. She needs to face problems so

Ellen is afraid of losing Dabney toAlthough

to fèel miserable. She

she will get used to overcoming her ovn problems.

she

meets in the wood. The girl is about the same age a5

Dabney

thinks the child should go back

so Ellen offers help eagerly to the girl. She

to where she belongs and

gets

neglected her.

more attention from her parents whom she thinks have

However, the girl rejects her help and

tells her that she cannot stop her as it is stated below:

Ellen is overprotective toward her children so that

cannot stand to offer help to a runaway girl vhom she

Fou O ul't s* g me''. N,e élH

e etand Inœe lYy m- A. pase  œ r herle . * me  e  ph' O Z

m>12, O mfo> yy also, >,2 a half /mIIG

seertl * #Ing and œ . inal m a e lllar. ll1 *1, * I*  a moo ,r ls e un:

* 6Iv< h<r gId/.* (X)

She Teels amazed vith the girl's reply.

moment, she is aware that the gir: has her cvn life to

At that Very
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choose and not every girl in the vorld gets the proper

affection and full protection from their parents. Besides,

not every child's life wants to be ruled or controlled when

they have grovn up and has their cwn way of thinking.

Moreover, the writer thinks that a mother will follcw her

children's desire when they have grc.n up. A mother can

only help them to change their mind through explanations

. 
'

and advices. Yet, the decision is still made by her

children. The waY a mother gives advices is very

important. She cannot use force since the more a mother

forces her child the more the child goes against her.

Ellen who does not dare to interfere with the

Fairchils' affairs gradually gets to know the Fairchilds

deeper. Ellen realizes that everyday life is so

complicated.

*M  her youn: Ilf: #* hqr e r<n; mo*er, <% * 1:, 1% her mIY I& Ilf:

loin: aII FAA II:S >  ana s* n6 X ordi Gn6l: hlme lf hrrn o ern

he  shoe h&r how Aep < < *,, Xrnpeles ofo, - 1* , d&mllya .- *

(15f

George's life and

makes her feel the complexities of life. She does not

understand 'why the Fairchilds dislike and put all the

blames on Robbie instead of George. She feels pity for

Robbie who dares to come to Shellmound and face the

the Fairchilds' attitude tovard Robbie
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Fairchilds in order to find her husband. The writer

considers that Ellen finally notices that sometimes there

is a problem which someone is Tacing that nobody can

interfere in it or understand it since it is so private.

Sllen who cannot stand the Fairchildsf attitude tovard

Robbiee at last, speaks out for Robbie.

''go you + ow o at sha o lY  +ortt *,5 Falrl lldoc'e ld Dlen, o m lng h4r
, 
'

&* owara o, room. *Ana noW s ><n oe re h4r a *  tIll Fhello

justnow,ora pla= * lIe down#...(16&)

Ellen's reaction shovs her disapproval that the Fairchilds

blame Robbie completely since they do not know the real

case. They should appriciate her struggle to come at

Shellmound alone and at least offer her to take a rest like

Shelley does. According to the writer, every one has

his/her lvn private matter that other persons cannot

involve in it Aince a person eannot feel the pain and

suffering if the person himself/herself does not expezience

it. It is very difficult to luok into someone's feelings

about something he/she experiences. Thereforee it is not

right for the Fairchilds to judge Robbie badly by only

noticing her attitude tocard George, that is, leaving

George. Ellen also begins to feel encouraged to express

her feeling to George, the Fairchild about the runaway girl

she meets.
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''gh: he  nct he  a l anoe *  &oT + Ig f> r Y orT, forat *3< <mT o e he

he  R  * p< #*1 the mra-  dld b<Yrlt e o o s only *,, a:: of h,r

A ueher Pa*le, * she he 111**.'' (gO)

she is afraid that what happens to the girl

her daughter,

her that he has met the girl and slept with her at the gin,

sie realizes that every person has the right to choose what

he/she vants to do or go. So is Dabney for Ellen, Ellen

should let Dabney go vith whoever she feels in love Yith.

hand, when GeorgeDabney . 
On the other tells

might happen to

1V .2.2. Robbie fGeorFe 'a wife)

Robbie is obsessed by her love and relationship to

George. She wants to possess

demanding George to shov his

ignorance

Maureen, makes Robbie leave George.

love to her. George's

on he2 on the trestle incident, the act of saving

Being alone for some

she is aware of hertime
,

attitude of too demanding to Gèorge to shov his care to

her. Her awareness leads her to encourage herself to come

to look for George at the Delta. She realizes her

selfishness over George Yhen the train stops and George is

Robbie rethinks the incidentr

her husband's love fully by

safe as this quotation shcvs:
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'% d momlnt gh, he  o oudht w 6r 1*1 V T mogt nkln *  h&r prsde u g *:T

one ae r V e > ln he  ac ally lo ppe . Gnorqe o s Y e, an: + 4

ln6lnear he  Ieane  oux'' (147)

she cannot say anyihing

ashamed of herself since

when the train stops. She feels

she has shouted as loudly as

not do for her sake. She comespossible that George does

to think that she acts improperly

to risk his life in saving a mentally

since she is angry with

George vho is villing

retarded child from danger.

her love

aWaY

in his deed

Shellmound

willingness to accept

she realizes that she cannot run away from her problem.

Even though hov hard the vay to shellmound, she is able to

to come toon the trestle. Robbie's struggles

shows hcv much sh: cares for George and her

his deed on the trestle. Besides,

Because she is too obsessed by

and her thought that the Fairchilds seem to take

George from her, she becomes blind in judging George

get through it.

''I w nare  how Nr you'd 6*1 h, * Id. *Jump up ln Pont # m: and t1* 1

''No. sl/', * I: Ro9R<.Th<n %= e gha a1-  *la ><* In4, lh< - '', I

want $0 * rYlhed,lll $h*,%/ /=1 hlm f<eIwoY4B(14O)

she gets the vision that she cannot be too selfish since

she does not care with Maureen's life because she is only

thinking of her o.n affair. She cannùt afford to lose
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George since she loves him. As Douglas Messerli (Messerli,

1977:229) states that every person has an individual

desirous of love and a person Yill tend to break through

the *solid vall of too much lovè* in order to share the

love froï the inside. Robbie also has an individual desire

of love tovard George in Yhich she wants George to share

his love from the inside vith her since she longs Tor

George showing

hand, George also has his individual desire of caring for

others that makes Robbie doubt his love toward her.

Robbie and the Fairchild vho have kept distance to

his tenderness and care to her. On one

each other finally

the one who leaves George because of her emotion or seeing

George's

Therefore,

the Fairchilds in the Delta in which

have the chance to have a talk. She is

care to the Fairchilds bigger than to her.

Robbie must have great courage to come to see

all the Fairchilds get

together to celebrate Dabney and Troy's wedding. It is not

easy f or a pprson to put herself together to come to a

lace where she is not friendly 'accepted. She must have aP

great deal of courage and a goal which she really desires

to achieve. W thout strong desire, she vill not have the

courage to come. Robbie' s coming sh- s she truly wants to

enew àer relationship vith the Fairchilds, especially W thr

George . Talking f ace to f ace can make everything clearer

since 50th sides can devote all their feelings and thoughts
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straightfovardly.

understand each

the barrier between

(Hardy, 1952: 399),

Fairchilds is great simply

them. In John Edward Hardy's opinion

the barrier between Robbie and the

because she is a woman, that she

is the unworthy Yife of the darling of the Tamily, but most

important of all, that she is a lifelong near neighbor.

any society, of course, class distinctions are akwaYs.

though ironically, most keenly appreciated by native

members of the immediate community. When it is only class

distinction that becomes the barrier betveen Robbie and the

Fairchilds, an approach is needed. Robbie's approach by

côming to Shellmound and having a talk is a great help to

unite them. The sooner they talk about their thinking

openly, the sooner they vill solve the barrier between

them, for instance the talk betveen Robbie and Aunt Mac,

one of the Fairchilds. Aunt Mac, mentions about Robbie's

social status as this quotation seen belov:

sides can at least come to

other so that they can gradually wipe out

Besides, 50th

'You are In ghdlmouna now, Ml*  RoheG Kt 1 klow e dra you were e u6ht

up and eo yourpa *  yœr ma < G*  ane ln: wv e e nYa= unt

> a tnw of plne (1* )

Robbie interrupts it by saying that they are a spoiled and

conceited family that think they are above others. They do

not realize that they are only small plantation family
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(163) . The Fairchils

to the awareness that Robbie is notMoreover, they come

like what they think that she wants to take away George

from them when Robbie reveals her feeling that she wants to

be part

are touched by Robbie's criticism.

of the Fairchilds since she lcves George.

''0n= l > <  *  % lI1 % a FaIe IId@. I * ou6h% I 1ow how. ... *gon't any

oo er p<opl, In * J e tfd fe'l II1 me# 1 1sh j l ew. gon*t any p'opl:

gomee are 1-  c+> p<ople *  mul  *IA  + &  e t *  1 mot 111 - K t

+ , O rnT: I u n*  >  o m 1n*  *le FaI* 1ld. * o sn't I o ou6ht you u re

oo e na* I.B (165)

She wants to get acquainted Yith

can live with George happily and

Robbie and the

relationship so they have opposite judgement

their relationship. When

on each other.

This causes them to have a gap on

Robbie meets the Fairchildb,

Fairchilds can express Yhat they Teel or think. One of the

i hilds mentions that the fact that she is married intoF
a rc

the Fairchilds (141) displeases her. She tries to change

the Fairchilds' outlook by her reaffirmation that she

marries George not the Fairchilds. She tries to make the

Fairchilds understand that her marriage has nothing to do

with the Fairchilds' social status. She marries George

either Ro' bbie or the

the Fairchilds so that she

understand him more.

Fairchilds do not establish a close



since she loves him. Her reaffirmation can make the

Fairchilds aware

sharing feelings and thoughts

the Fairchilds notice their cvn maljudgement tccard each

other. Facing the problem is better than avoiding it since

the faster the problem is solved the more relieved they

of their maljudgement tc<ard Robbie.

is able to lead Robbie and

vill be. The longer the problem is the deeper the gap will

be between them.

Robbie's struggle of coming to Shellmound is not in

from George. She gets

stated below :

vain. Robbie's also gets response

explanation about his recklessness as

'%o rnel I lp> k for mysTlfz'' H< * 1d mattTr-d -NoNy ... I aon't o lnk It

mae Y +o mu1  In *1< - dd e h

6onl r<ldn<eso - h: o s ae ut *  kgg h<r,'' rrn A mne  If I u gn't 6oln: >

0nI#'. he %nt œ6r RokRe ibl hIs Iook

se  on e * & If I > nœ  *1 * <lI eaIn.'' (157)

Through the explanatiop,

deed. By not giving.any explanatioh

Robbie is able to be aware of his

can make her have a

prejudge against

if b0th sides are willing to let themselves listen to each

other. so, it also needs cooperation to work out a

him. Moreover, explanation will succeed

problem. Robbie's willingness to listen to George's

explanation shcvs she still cares for George. As long as

no deep hard feelings exists in both sides, their

relationship can be saved.



78

Briefly,

preparation of Dabùey

make the Fairchilds both by blood and by marriage start to

Fairchild and Troy Flavin's vedding

change.

and by marriage meet, see

thoughts and feelings and experience things which make them

In those encounters, the Fairchilds both by blood

each others' desire, exchange

start to be aware of themselves.

The Fairchilds' encounters during the
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