
CEAPTER I

II{TRODUCTION

I .1 . Background of ttre study

The thes is  wr i ter  chooses George Bernard Shaw's

plays for  her  thes is  because George Bernard shaw is  one

of the Anglo-Ir ishmen who has contributed so

b r i l l i an t l y  t o  Eng l i sh  L i t e ra tu re  (Nor ton  1447) .  One

of  th .e cr i t ics ,  Nehru of  Ind ia sa id that  "Shaw was not

only one of the greatest f igures of the age but. one who

influenced the thoughts of vast number of human beings

during two generations" (Adam 11) -

Ruth Adam says in her book what shaw Really said'

that the way Shaw wrote his play was unique since he
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did not  care in  the ru les of  wr i t ing.  For  example in

h is  Hear tbreak Hous.e Shaw descr ibes one of  h is

characters who f ight a desperate duel- with an imaqinary

antagonist and when he beat the imaginary antagonist,

he sheates h is  sword."  In  th is  sentence,  there are

grammat ica l  mi-s takes,  but  th is  is  h is  s t .y l -e  in  wr i t ing

h i s  p lay .  Th i s  i s  a l so  why  the  thes i s  w r i t e r  i s

in terested in  Bernard Shaw, because the thes is  wr i ter

th inks that  i t  is  some k ind of  Shaw's rebel l i -on toward

the grammatical rules. I t  seems that Shaw wants to

emphasize that there are too many rules in l i fe and

even in  wr i t ing.  I t  seems that  Shaw wants to  show that

the rules can make someone feel bored because the rules

have t ied someone so that he/she can not express

his /her  fee l ing f ree ly .  Therefore,  f rom his  wr i t ing,

Shaw wants to show that eventhough he does not care

about  the ru les i -n  wr i t ing,  s t i l l  h is  p lays are

accepted by the publ ic .

The other  reason why the thes is  wr i ter  chooses

George Bernard Shaw is because the writer is interested

in the background of Shaw's struggle to become a famous

playwr ight  as he is .  The thes is  wr i ter  f  inds out  t .hat

he comes frorn an inharmonious fami}v. From the book

writt .en by Ruth Adam, What Shaw ReaIIy Said, the writer

can take a conclusion that Shaw had experienc d
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discouraging t imes in  h is  l i fe .  George Bernard shaw

came from a broken family where Shaw, his mother, and

his  s is ters  were abandoned by h is  fa ther  who was a

drunkard (13) .  Shaw was s ix teen when h is  mother

f inal ly left her husband and went to l ive in London and

since that t ime, Shaw had to earn his own noney in

order to survi-ve. Since Shaw came from an inharmonious

fami ly ,  the thes is  wr i ter  can conclude that  i t  is  the

reason why Shaw considers that marriage j 's just a

virtual world. I t  is also not surpri-si-ng if  somehow

Shaw uSeS the j-nharmonious family experience aS one of

h is  themes for  h is  PIaYs.

Another reason why the thesis writer chooses

Bernard Shaw is because Bernard Shaw is a very

productive playwright and he had been offered the Nobel

Pr tze as one of  the greatest  p laywr ights  (Adam 12) .

His  ta lent  in  cr i t ic iz ing the soc i -ety  in  1911 through

his  p lays is  acknowledged by the publ ic  so that  he was

of fered the Nobe1 Pr ize.

George Bernard Shaw had written a lot of plays'

but the writer is interested irr choosi-ng Heartbreak

l iouse for  her  thes is .  The thes is  wr i ter  is  eager  to

analyze Heartbreak House due to the crit ics that say

that  Hear tbreak House is  an unsuccessfu l  p lay f rom

Berna rd  Shaw (Mag i l J -  1496) . Eventhough the Performance
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was unsuccessfu l ,  the thes is  wr i ter  j -s  j -n ter 'ested in

t h e w a y h e c r i t i c i z e s t h e c o n d i t i o n o f t h e s o c i e t y i n

the beginning of  the twent ie th century '  This  p lay had

been wr i t ten in  1913 but  the p lay was not  publ ished

u n t i l l g l g a n d f i n a l l y p e r f o r m e d b y t h e T h e a t r e G u i l d

on November L2,  L92O'

The other  reason why the thes j -s  wr i ter  is

in terested to  analyze Hear tbreak House is  because th is

play was written when Shaw hi-mself felt  mournful and

hopeless.  His  bad fee l ing happened because of  an

accident  near  h is  house that  k i I led one of  h is

neighbors, but no one cared about the incident or even

to the neighbor who was ki l led' That is why Shaw was

so mournful and hopeless toward the incident'  because

it seems that the soci_ety i-n the begi-nning of twentieth

century were real ly  se l f ish toward the inc ident  and

also toward their dead neighbor. Although he was

mournfu l ,  s t i l l  Shaw could take the inc ident  as an

inspi rat ion for  wr i t ing Hear tbreak House and h 'e

combined. the incident with his background of his

i n h a r m o n i - o u s f a m i l y i n i t . I n t i e a r t b r e a k H o u s e S h a w

c r e a t e s a c h a r a c t e r t h a t s l r m b o l i z e d h i s d e a d n e i g h b o r '

t h a t i s A l f r e d M a n g a n , w h o w a s a l s o k i l l e d b e c a u s e o f a

fa l l ing bomb- Moreover '  he p ic tures the seLf ish

society  in  the p lay as Hesj -one 's  fami ly  who a lso d id
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not care about the dead of Alfred Mangan' The event

t h a t h a p p e n s i n S h a w ' s n e i g h b o r h o o d s h o w s t h a t t h e r e

a r e a l s o S o m e k i n d o f i n h a r m o n i o u s r e l a t i o n s h i p a m o n g

the people since they do not care about each other'

That  is  why a cr i t ic  says that  Hear tbreak House

suggests the depic t ion of  the imminent  co l lapse of  a

c i v i l i za t i on  (Nor ton  1443)  '  Wha t  t he  c r i t i c  means  i s

t h a t H e a r t b r e a k H o t r s e d e s c r i b e s S h a w ' s p r e d i c t i o n s o f

t h e d o w n f a ] - l o f t h e c i v i l i z a t i o n . T h e m o r e c i v i l i z e d a

s o c i e t y i s r i t c o m e s c l o s e r t o t h e d o w n f a l l ' b e c a u s e

t h e m e m b e r s o f t h e s c c i e t y d o n o t c a r e a n } r m o r e a b o u t

the others but  themselves '

S i n c e S h a w u s e s h i s i n h a r m o n i o u s e x p e r i e n c e i n h i s

fami ly  and soc iety ,  i t  is  not  surpr is ing i f  the thes is

writer f inds out that the major problem i-n hi-s

H e a r t b r e a k H o u s e i s a l s o a n i n h a r m o n i o u s r e l a t i o n s h i p

b e t w e e n t h e m a i n c h a r a c t e r s . I n H e a r t b r e a k H o u s e ' o n e

o f t h e r n a i n f e m a l e c h a r a c t e r s r H e s i o n e H u s h a b y e ' i s

married to a handsome person named Hector Hushabye'

Hesione should be happy to have such a handsome and

romantic spouse l ike Hector Hushabye, however' i t  ls

not  enough for  Hesione s ince she j -s  noL sat is f ied wi th

her marriage. The same thi_ng also happens to Hector

Hushabye. He should be happy to rnarry such a beautiful

a n d s m a r t w o n a n l i k e H e s i o n e r b u t s t i l l h e d o e s n o t

www.petra.ac.id


l ike to stay at home. Another main female character'

El l ie Dunn, is described as a lovely young lady who has

engaged to Al f red Mangan,  a r ich industr ia l - is t .  E l l ie

should also be happy because she is going to marry her

f, ianc6, but there is something that makes her

d issat is f ied.  I t  makes the re la t j -onship wi th  her

f j-anc6, Mangan, becomes inharmonious' On the other

hand, Mangan also has an affair with the other woman-

Mangan is also not satisf ied with the engagement. This

arouses the thes|s writer 's curiosity to know how such

a "good combination" l ike what each couple has, makes

them dissat is f i -ed.

T.2. Stateoent of 'lf,he Prolrlen

The  thes i s

characters feel-

writer is curious to know why the main

d i ssa t i . s f i ed  w i th  the i r  re la t i onsh ips '

r . 3 . Purlrose of ttre StudY

The thes is  wr i ter  would l ike to  d iscuss the main

reasons of the rnain characters' inharmonious

re la t i onsh iPs .
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I.4. Irportance of the Study

The thes is  wr i ter  hopes that  the readers wi l l

rearn more beyond the possible reasons of inharmonious

re lat ionship ln  marr iage r i fe  through Hear tbreak House.

uncondit ional love, understanding and communication

perhaps are the keys to  a heal thy marr iage.

The thes is  wr i ter  hopes that  the readers,

especia l ly  the s tudents of  the Facul ty  of  Let ters  wi r l

know and be i-nterested in George Bernard shaw because

most  of  h is  prays are about  cr i t ic ism and.descr ip t ion

of  the condi t ion of  the soc i -ety  where he belonqs.

f.5. Scope and timitation

rn  he r  t hes i s ,  t he  thes i s  w r i t e r  wan ts  to  focus

her  s tudy on the inharmonious re la t ionship that  happens

among the main characters as her  top ic .  rn  th is  p lay

there are two couples who exper ience the i r  inharmonious

rerat ionship.  Therefore,  the thes is  wr i ter  11mi ts  the

discuss ion by analyz ing the confr ic ts  that  happen

between Hesione and Hector Hushabye, and also beLween

Er l ie  Dunn and Al f red Mangan.  other  characters

mentioneci are used to support the analysi_s on the

reasons of  the inharmonious marr iages.
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I .6.  t ' Iethodology

I n  w r i t i ng  he r  t hes i s ,  f i r s t  o f  a I I '  t he  wr i t e r

d o e s t h e l i b r a r y r e s e a r c h t o f i n d S o m e d a t a a b o u t

G e o r g e B e r n a r d S h a w a n d c o l l e c t o t h e r s u p p o r t i - n g d a t a

such ds,  ar t ic les,  and cr i t ics  whi -ch are re la ted to

Heartbreak House and her topic. Furt.hernore, the

wr i ter  wi l l  use Lhe theory of  conf l i -c t  in  order  to

a n a l y z e t h e c l a s h o f i d e a s , d e s i r e s r a n d h o p e s a s t h e

possib le  reasons why Hesione anr l  Hector  Hushabye'  E l l ie

Dunn and Alfred Mangan feel that their relationship are

not harmonious.

1.7 Organization of tlre StudY

The f i rs t  chapter  of  th i -s  thes ls  is  the

introduction which consists of the background of the

study, the statement of the problem, the purpose of the

study, the importance of the study, the scope and

Iimitation, the methodology and the last is the

o r g a n i z a t ' i o n o f t h e s t u d y . T h e s e c o n d c h a p t ' e r i s t h e

r.eview of related l i terature, whi-ch is the l i terary

theory on conf l ic t .  The t .h i rd  chapter  is  the analys is

on the reasons of the inharmonious relationships as
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seen through the main characters '  conf l ic ts '  The

fcur th chapter  is  the conclus ion which inc ludes the

answer of the statement of the problem, which are the

thes i s  w r i t e r ' s  f i nd ing .  The  l as t  pa r t s  a re

b i b l i o g r a p h y a n d a p p e n d i x w h i c h c o n s i s t o f t h e s y n o p s i s

and the biograPhY.
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