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Chapter II

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATT}RE

This cheser prescnfs the theories that uDderlie tbc analysis of this

research. It omsists of review of undcrlying th€ory and related study.

. z.l.Review of{hd€rlying Th€ory

Tlre thtry employed in this strdy is the th€ory of rrcrGformation

proc€ss€$ tdr€n from Creorge Yule's tb€ory (1996) in th€ Study $ I^anguage

as the maja tb€ory. Sinc€ this theory elaborarcs tbe exptanation of urord-

fonnation proc€ss€s thet tb€ writer requireg it i$ us€fulto analyze the date to

find the urod'formation processes applied in IRC. Moreover, the writer will

analyze the urrcommon expressions that go through the study of word-

formation p(rc€ss€s.
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The \nriter also takes two supporting theories of word formation processes.

Th€ first Soory is taken from Norman C. Stageberg in his book ln

I*oduct*y English Gramrnar (1950). Anottrer is Laruie Bauer's theory of

word-fornrgion proce$ses in his W. English Word-Farrrurion (1983).

The uriter uses George Yule's theory kcause this theory is more

cornplete ad th€ explanation is clearer. His classifications of word.formation

processesinclude bottl Stageberg's and flauer's theories. In the three theories,

the uriter fids the similarity and difference of the three classifications of

word.forrnetion proo€sses

. Similarities

Yule's tbeory has similarities with Stageberg's thet olassiry rnord-

formatim process€s into coinage (or invention), derivatio4 compounding

ctipping acronyn$, blending and back-formation Yule's th€ory snd

Batproshaw similarities on thc explanation of derivation (or neo-classical

compornds), compounding; conversion, back formatioq clipprng

blending aod acron)'ms. The tulo supporting theories of Stageberg and

Betrer eho have similarities on the compounding derivation (or neo-

classicd conpounds), beck-formatioq clipping blending and acronyms.

The similarities of tlre three books are on the classification bf

word-formation proc€ss€s into cornpounding, clipplng acronFns,

blending back formatioq erd derivation.
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. Differences

In George Yule's explanation, word-formation proc€ss€s are

classified into 9 proce$s€s; coinage, borrowing compounding, blending,

clipping, back fonnation, conversion, acronyms, and derivation (divided

into prefixeg suffixes, and infixes).

Stageberg divid€d word-formation processes into 11 processes;

_ compounding, derivatiosr (no zub area, like prefixeg suffixeg and infixes)

invention, ecboism, clipprng, acron5rmy, blending, back formatiorq folk

etymolog5r, antonomasia, and reduplication.

Bauer has just 5 processes in his nordJormation process€s;

conpounding neo.classical compound (prefixation and ruffixation),

conversion, back formatioq unpredictable formations (clipping; blends,

and acronl'ms)

Difference Similarity

Yule:

Coinagq bonowing conversion

Compounding

acronyrns, blending,

formatioru derivation.

ctipping,

back

Stageberg:

Echoisrn, folk etyrrology,

antonomasia, and reduplication,

invention

Bauer:

Conversion
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After reviewing the three theories and finding the similarities and the

differenceg the writer chqse George Yule's theory as the main theory and the

two for the supporting theories. Bauer's theor)' is simple, he gave mly 5

process€s in the explanation. Bauer's explanation has many similarities with

Yule's. However, Yule's explanation is more cornplete.

2.1.1 Word-formation process€s according to George Yule Qhe Stdy of

Langrcge.1996: 63-70)

2.1.1.1.  Coinage

Coinege is the invention of totally n€w terms, which are usually inventcd

for trad€ rnmes for company. Older examples are rcpirin, nylut, utd ziryr;

more recent examples are kleenex, teflon ard Xerox.It may be thet tbere is an

ohscnre technical origrn (e.9. te(tra)$(aas)on) for $rch invented temsb hrt

after tbsir first coinage, they tend to b€com€ everyday uords in the language.

2.1.1.2. Borrowing

Borrowing is tlre taking over of words from other langrrages. Engtish

language has ad@ed a vast number of loan words from o$cr languagps,

inclnding alcahol (Arabic), 6ass @utch), eroisstt (Freoch), /i/ac (Persian),

prano (Itdian), pretzel (Gennan), robot (Czech} tye@n (Japeocse), yogurt

(Tuki$) and zebre (Bantu).

A special type of borrowing is described as lorn-trrnslrtion, or cdqne,

that is a direct translation of the elements of a word into the borrowinq

langnage. An interesting example is tlre English word suprwa which is

thought to be a loan-translation of the German Ubermensch. The term lun*

word its€lf is believed to have come from the German Lehnwart. Nort*adays,
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some Spani* speakers eat penos ealientes (lite.rally 'dogs hot'), or lnt dogs.

The A,merican concept of 'bo)&iend' was a borrowing with sound

modificatiorl into Japane* as boyifurendo,but as a calque into Chinese as

'male friend' or nanpengry.

2.1.1.3. Compounding

Compounding is the combining process of combining two separate words

to produce a single form. Obvious English examples would be book cnd case

) boolecese, finger ard print ) fingerprint, sttn ard burn ) swbura wall

erd peper ) wallppr, fu* ard bnb ) doarknob, text erd book )

textb@h wtxte erd Msket ) wastebasket, ard water and bed ) waterbed

Conpounding is \€ry corunon in languages like German and EngIiS but

mrrch lesscornmon in langrnges like French and Spanish

2.1.1.4. Blending

Blending is the combining of turo separate forms to prodwe a single new

tenn Blending is typically accomplisbed by takittg only the beginning of one

rrord and joining it to the end of the other word. The combined effects of

smoke eod fq; prodrces the term smog. In th€ United States, there is. a

product namd gasoline, but it is made from alcotrol, so peqple use tlre term

'gasobol', qthich rneens gasolin€ which is made from alcobol. Som€ othor

commonly used examples of blending are bit (binary /digit), brunch (breakfast

Aunch), motel (motor /hotel), telecast (television lbroadcast) and th€ Chunnel

(clunnel /tunnel), connecting England and France. To describ€ the mixing of

langnges, people refer to Franglais (the term of mixing language of French
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and EngtiS) and Spanglistr (th€ term of mixlng langrrage of Spanish and

English).

Blending is similar with compounding. However, there is a specific

difference that gives characteristic betneen blerding and compotrnding. Th€

difference of'them is in the proce$s the tr+,o words are combined and joined.

Meanwhile, blending should combine ttr€ beginning of one word and join it to

the end of the other word.In compourding, there is no_letterAetters are

omitted In blending, th€re are letter4etters omitted.

2.1.1.5. Clippng

C[pprry is the element of reductioq u&ieh is noticeable in blending. This

occurs when a nord of more then onc syllable@simile is reduc€d to a.shorter

form (fe">, often in casual speech. Common examples are ad

('advertisernent'\, bra ('brassiere'\, cab('cabriolet), condo('condominium'),

fm ('farrlt'rc'\ /c6('laboratory'\ Wn* plpne, plarre, pran, ptb, siteow

('situation comedy') ardflu ('influenza'). English speakers also like to clip

namcs, *inAl, Ed, Iiz, Mika, Sam, and Tm, tdtare the clipping of Albert,

Edwar4 EliS€tb Micha€I, Samuel, and Thomas.

2. l. | .6. Backformation

BrcHornrtbn is tbe proo€s,$ of forming a qord in the different pert of

sp€ecL Ty$:ally, a nlord of one type (usually a noun) is redrrced to form

another qrord of different type (ulatty a verb). A brief examplc of

backformation is the proc€ss wtrcreby tlre noun television first came into use

and then tlre verb televise was created from it. Ottrer examples of urords

created by this proc€ss ase: donete (from 'donation'), 
ryt (tram'qption'),
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emate (from 'emotion'), enthuse (from 'enthusiasm'\, liaise (from 'liaison'),

edit (frwr 'editor'), ard babysit (frorn'babysitter').

Onc very regular sourc€ of backformed verbs in Engtish is based on the

pattern: worker-work. Th€ assumption seems to have been that if there is a

noun'ending in -er (or something close in sound), then we can create a verb

for wtrat that noun -er does. Hence, an editor must edit, a sculpor must sculpt

and burglars, peddlers and swindlers must bwgle, peddle and swindle.

2.1.I.7. Conversion

Conversbn is a process of changng in th€ fuirction of a nror4 for

example, wbsn a noun comes to be ued as a verb (without any rcdu,ction).

O,ther bb€l$ for this very conunon process are 'category change' and

'finotioml $ift'. A ntrmber of norms, **h as pp4 b*ter, futtle, vrcation,

caq viatbe prcc€s$ of conversion, corn€ tobe us€d as verbs.

Tbe conranion proc€ss is porticutarly productive in rnodern EngtistL with

new use$ o@urring frequcntly. Tbc conversion can involve verbs Uecoming

nouns, withpa.rs, must afr sW es the sources of a guesr, a rrrntt a& a spy.

Pbresel verbs (to print u$, to takc owr\ also bcconre nouns (a printM, a

takeover\. V€rbs (see through, stand ry) dso b€come adjective, as in see-

thrangh wtqful ot a stand+p cwdien. Or adjectives, such as dirty, em1rt!,

total, cruy nd nuty, can become the verbs to dirty, to eppty, to total, or the

nours a erazy end a nasty.

The ditrer€nt between bacldormation and conversion is that conversion

changes ttre pert of speech without any reduction. To bacldorm the uor4 r'rre

have to add or reduce sorne part in ttre word.
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2.1.1.8. Acronyms

Acronyn is tlre process of fornring new words from the initial letters of a

set of other words. These can remain essentially 'al@betisms' such as CD

(eanpt disk') or VCR ('video cassette reeorder') where the pronunciation

consists of ttr€ set of letters. More typically, acronyms are pronourced as

single wor&, asinN.ATA, N,4,5,4, or UNEKO. Tbese examples have kept ttrcir

capital leffis, but many_ acronyrr$ lqse their capitals to becorne everyday

terms srch as larer (light amplifieatian by stimtlated emission $ radiatian),

r&r (radio detecting and ranging), scfia (self cantained wderwater

bre*hing ryatus) ard zip (zow improvement plao) code.

Names for organizations are often desige€d to bave tbeir asronym

representiq an appropriate terq as in 'mothers against 
ry 

driving'

(16/4DD> ed Vonen against rary' (WAR>.Some n€w ecron)'ms conre into

gen€ral use so quickly that many speaken do not think of their conponent

meanings,. Reccnt innovations in banking such es the ATM (autorwie teller

whiw) rnd th€ required PIN (prrcwl iderttficaion n*nber) are

regularly h€rrd with one of tbeir elements repeated, as in "/ sometiwsfsg"t

wy PIN ntfur wfun I go to tlp ATM rwchine."

2.L.L.9. Derivdion

Ileriv*tion is accomplish€d by means of a large number of s,mall 'bits' bf

tbe Engli$ language, which are not usually given separate listings in

dictiorpries- These small 'bits' are called affixes. Sorne few examples are the

elements 6, mis-, pre- {ul, Jess, -ish, -ism, -ness whictt, appear in words
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llke unhag;y, misrepresent, prejtdge, joyful, catreless, bayish, terrorism, and

sadness.

2.1.1.9.1. Prefixes and suffixes

Prefixes is the afiixes that have to be added to the beginning of the word

(e.g. un-, mis-, pre-, disl and et cetera). Anotlrer is suflixes, the affix that have

tobe added tothe end of word (e.g. -ish, Srl, -ness, ism, ity, and et cetera).

All English words forrred by this derivational process use either prefixes

or suffrxes, or bottr. Thus, nislead has a prefiA disrespet/ul has both prefix

and suffia afrfoolishness hastwo zufiixes.

2.l.L.9.2.Infixes

Tbere is a third type of affix, not normally to be found in Englistq but

fairly corunon in some ottrer languageg called inlir. It is an affx wtrich is

insid€ another nord. This typc of word.fonnation proccsses is

not normally used in EnglisL

The tyWs $Wudformatiutl*ocesses rccuding toGeorge Yde:

Word"fomation proc€ss€s

Backformation conversion acronyms blending
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2.1.2. Processes of word formation according to Stageberg in .An Intrductary

Engl ish Grstmar ( I 950: l2ill34\:

2.1.2.1. Compounding

Compounding is simply the joining of tvvo or more words into a single

word, as in airstrip, cornflakes, busybody, downp,ur, c*ffi, slg,warn,

alwtgside, brealdest, Iang4uired, devil+nsy-eare, high school. As the

foregoing e:ramples show, compourds may be written as on€ nord, as a

hyphenated rrcrd, or as trro uords.

2.1.2.2. Derivation

Ilerivrtfoin is the fonning of ncw rcCIrds by combining derivational affixes

or bourd bases with existing uords, as in didvise, emplarre, depl*te,

teleplcy, eeaysteq eucMw cwselsship, reak words like these, some

of wlrich nrc bave rrcver h€ard before, are often fonn€d in speaking or writing.

2.l.2.3.Inrcntion

Somctims, new rvords are totally inv€de4 ltke K&h ny,to+ dingbat,

flury, g$, n*a and Nsb, but few of these b€com€ thc common

vocabulary.

2.1.2.4 Ecboism

Ech{tbn i$ tb€ formation of nords urhos€ sound zuggests their meaning;

like &&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&ts edpe*,ee. Th€ m€aning is usrnlly a soun{ either natrual like the

roar of a unfierfall or artificial like the clang of a bell. But the meaning may

also be the creatwe that prodtrces the soun4 llke bobwhire. Examples: moan,

clicl7 mwrnw, grcck, thurfur, whisryr, lisp, chickdee, bobolink
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2.1.2.5. Clipping

clipping means cutting off the begrnning or the end of a wor{ or bottt

leaving a part to stand for the whole. The resultant fonn is called a clipped

word. The jargon of the campus is fiiled with clipped words: lab, darm, praf,,

ex€rr4 g4 pror4 nuth, psych, mike, and countless others. These examples

suggest that the clipping of the end of the word is ttre most common It is

mostly nouns that undergo this process. Clipping results in new free forms-in

the langrrage and sometimes in the creation of new morphemes,like pr$and

nike.

Less common than the back-clipped uords, like foregoing, are thos€ nords

that lose their forepart, bke plane and pt ane. only a few words have been

formed by both fore and aft clipping. Three comnron ones arelu, Liz, ard still

(apparatw for distilling hard liquor)

Clipped uords are formed nr{ onty from individual nords but from

gramnatical units, such as modifier plus noun Paratrryr,for example, is a

clipped f0rm of prrchutist trryr.In cases like this, it is often the first part

tbt is Sortened rvhile the s€cood part remains intact. Also, two srrccessive

qords may b elipped to form rxre n€w urcr4 as in sitcom (=ituation cornedy)

2.1.2.6. Acronymy

AcronSrsy is the process uftereby a nord is formed from the initiats or

b€ginning segments of a succesision of words. In some cas€s the initials are

pronounc€4 as in MP (military police, or Member of Parliament). In others

the initials andor begrnning segments are pronouped as the spelled word
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would be. For example, NATA (north Atlantic Treaty Organization) is

pronounced as /neto/ ard rafur (radio detecting and ringing) as lrefur/.

In the las* thirty years there has been a great increase in the use of

acronyms. They tend to abound in large organizations-for instance, in the

army, in the government, and in big business-where they offer neat ways of

expressing long and cumbersorne terms. The very narnes of some business

have been acronyrnized,like Nabiscq Texaco, ard Alcu. Many acronyms are

used and understood only by initiates in a given field, like the military Cg,

TDY, a d, Bq, whereas otlrers gain general currency, like GI, CO and PX.

2.1.2.7. Blerding

Blending is tb€ ftsion of two words into one, usrally th€ nr$ part of one

uord with the last part of anottrer, as in bnmch,from breekfest ard luneh Ttw

rezultant blend pertakes of both original meanings. Many blends are nonce

qords, here today arrd gone tomorro% and relatively few 
Yr*" 

part of ths

sandard leximn Th€ trro classeg blends and clipped words, are not sharply

separate{ and some nrords may be put into eith€r class.

2. 1 .2.&. Back{ormetion

B*ck Fornrtfuin m3y be d€fin€d as tbe formation of a rrrord from one that

looks like is derirntive. Back-formation is an active sourc€ of new words

today. If somoone should ask yo*+ "VIrM does a feep", do?" yan would

probably ansffir, "He 
feeps, S course." ,becaus€ there exits in your mind

such nrord{airs as tell+eller, reap-reaper, write-writer, and you would

reasort pertrys unconsciously, that on the analogy of tlrese forms the word
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.feery, must have a parallel with feep. This process is just the revelse of our

custornary method of word formation The process is called back-formatioqr.

2. 1.2.9. Folk Etymology

Ttre Dutch rvords koot (cafuge) and s/a (salad) become English coleslou,,

with no change in meaning. To English speakers this word seemeb to consist

of two parts, both unfamiliar. So the uord became changed in popular usage to

eold slow. This change brought it more-into line with familiar English uords

l*e cold ere6rm, cold wsve, ard cold chisel. Furttrer, tlre urord now made a

little more s€ns€, since cabbage salad is served cold in th€ United Stat€s.

Such a process-chenging a word, in part or in wbole, to make it more

understandable and more like familiar, uords is known as folk etymolog5r.

2.1.2.1O. Antonomasia

Antonomasia rn€ans the formation of a conrmon nour1 a verb, or an

adjective fronr the nanr€ of a person or a ptace. For example, the nrord side-

b*tts,a fansposed form of bwnsi&s,com€s from tbe name of an Am€rican

gen€ral, Ambrose E. Burnsid€s, who sported a set of side wbi*ers. The term

vedal derives from the Yarfuls, a Germanic people ufto over-ran southern

Europe 15@ yeers 4go and sacked and looted Rome in tlre fiftlr century.

Names from history and literaftue have given us many cornmon nouns. A

lover, for instance, rnay be called a rorwo, a don jun, a Cesrev4 or a gay

Iufurio. If he is too quixotic, he may meet his v,aterloo at tlre hand$ of sorne

sfobo w jezebel.
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2.1.2.1 1. Reduplication

Reduplication is the process of forming a new uord by doubling a

morpheme, usually with a change of vowel or initial consonanL as in poh-

pooh tiptq, and lwnkyganky. T}e basic, origlnating morplreme is most

frequently the second half, like dillydally, but it may be the first hall like

tichock, or both halves, llke singsong, or neither half, like boogie-v,oogie.

Sirrce the word reduplication has three meanings relevant to our

discussion+he prtrc€ss, the result of the proc€ss (that is, the new word), and

the element repeatedJet us avoid confirsion by calling these sords "twin-

words"

The types of word{*wtian processes rccording to Stageberg:

Word-forrration proc€ss€s

Anto-inmasia

Compounding derivation echoism

Acronlmly blending back formation folk etlmolory
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2.1.3. Word-formation process€s' classification accgrding to Iaurie Bauer in the

Engl i sh Word{ormat i on (19&3: 2Ol -237>:

2.1.3.1. Compounding

The subclassification of compounds is done in many different $Aays: by the

form classes of the items tbst make up the compoun{ by semantic classeg by

presumed underlying operators linking ttre hrro elements, by presumed

underlying syntactic furrction,and so on. Ttre vast maiority of cornpounds in

English are ff[rns- It seems that longer conrpounds can be analyzed as

coryrbinations of two elements, eaeh of urhich may in turn be compou@ so

that no genenlization$ are lost by looking mainly et trno-item compouods; no

extended empiricel strdy of longer compounds has been med€ to cb€ck tbet

this istlp case.

2. 1 .3.2. Neo-classical compounds

There are a number of elernents in EngtiS urordJonnatioa ufrich uthile

they ftrnction es affixes in somp places, app€ar to be distinct from affixes in

otber facst$ of ttreir b€havior.

2.1.3.2.1. Prefixation

The vast mjority of prefixes in English are class.maintaining; those that

are not will b€ dealt with firs{ then thos€ tbat are. Tbe majority of prefixes can

b€ added to bases of more than one form class. Examples ane astro.., etectro^,

hydro-, and soon

2.1.3.2.2. Suffixation

Sufiixes are classified according to th€ fo{rn class of the derivatives t}rey

produce. Examples are orat, -rut$, ghile, -phobe and so on.
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2.I.3.3. Conversion

Conversion is an extremely prodwtive way of producing n€w uords in

Englistt. Ttr€re do not epp€ar to be morphologica[ restrictions on th€ forms

that can undergo conversion, so that compounds, derivativeg acronyms,

blerds, clipped fonis and simplex vords are all acceptable inpr$s to the

conversion process. Similarly, all form classes seem to be able to undergo

conversior4 and conversions s€ems to be able to produce words of a-lmost any

form class, pcrticularly the open fonn classes (nouq verb, adjective, adverb).

2.1.3.+ Back formation

The great majority of back formation in English is verbs. Much bas been

made in th€ literatre of the fact thet back formation is of mainly diechronie

significance.

The usual descripion of the process of back formation is that a rule of

nord formation is revised Similar nrles rrurld apply to back fbrmetion &orn

prefxed forns. Not€ that for a processtobe a back formatioq tbe appropriate

formation rule mu$ also exist.

2.1.3.5. Unpredictable formations

2.1.3.5.1. Clipping

Clippting refers to the proo€ss whereby a lexeme (simplex or complex) is

shortene4 ufuil€ still retaining the same m€aning and still being a menrber of

the same form class. Frequently clipping results in a change of sylistic level.

The unpredictability corrcerns the way in wtrich th€ bas€ lexeme is shortened.

The main pattern is for th€ b€ginning of the bas€ lexeme to be retained as in

http://www.petra.ac.id


23

the recent examples bi (bisexul), binrcs (binooulars), deli. (delicatessen),

jumbo (i unbo je t), prn (prnogFaphy).

2.1.3.5.2. Blends

A blend may be defined as a new lexeme formed &om parts of two (or

possibly more) other words in such a way that there is no transparent analysis

intomorph.

2.1.3.5.3. Acronyms

An acron5rm is a nord coined by taking the initial letters of the words in a

title or phns€ and using tbem as a n€w worq for example Strategic arnx

limitatiotr Tdks gives MLT. Honrcver, not every abbreviation oounts as an

ecronym: to be an ecrolr5rm the new nord must not be pronoun€€d as a series

of letter, br* as a uord.

The typs $wwd{urWkn pr@esses rce*ding to fuuer:

conversion unpredictable fonnations back formation

acronyms

,/\
/ \

prefixation suffixation

t#ordJormation pro€€ss€s
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To anal56e the expressions that occur on IRC (Internet Relay Chat), the

writer uses the lheory of George Yule as the main theory. Moreover, she also uses

the theories of Segeberg and Bauer as thesupporting tlreories.

2.3. Related Ssdies

The $'rit€r reviewed the thesis of Yolanda Angelinq the title of which isl

Stdy of SlryTer*xwhich are Used by Netters on IRC (Internet Relay Clut).

Yolanda iryrired the writer to analyze and condwt a study on the word-

formation Foc€ss€s used by netters on IRC (Internet Relay Chat).

Yolandr enalyzed the chatting on IRC (Internet Relay chetl where many

people cbat in tbe one channel. Sbe focused on English and Indooesian slang

terms. YolaDda is tbe first student of English departrnent in Petra Clri$ian

university *bo analyzed the chatting langrnge. Therefore, th€ writer

continues to coduct the uncommon expressions that are commonty used on

IRC (InternetRelay chat), focusing on their uord-formation proc€ss€s.

In her sedy, Yolande found that slang terms were mostly formed by

clipprng pmc€ss. Slre also us€d tb€ questionnaire around the problem .bqrt

slang termsod the reason of using it

However, Yolanda's study has differences and similarities with this shrdy

in many unrl's. The similarities are in the oQiect of investigatioq that is th€

netters on IRC (Internet Relay Chat). Moreover, th€ data that was taken is also

the same, &e conversation on chatting in IRC (Intemet Relay Chat). Ttr€

similarities will help the writer to understand more and to dig up the so{rce

and the pro&rn that will be found in IRC (Internet Relay chat) more.

http://www.petra.ac.id
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However, the suQiects that the writer and Yolarda analpe are different.

This study analyses and investigates the uncommon expressions that undergo

the word.formation processes that are used in IRC (Internet Relay Chat) while

Yolanda's study analyses the slang terms. She focused on the slang term itself

and the reason why the slang terms are used without analyzing the word-

formation processes of the slang terms.

http://digilib.petra.ac.id/index.html
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