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Chapter rV

Conclusion

Cons i -de r ing  S tephen ' s  1 i f e ,  t he  thes i s  w r i t e r

conc ludes  tha t  S tephen ,  as  the  ma in  cha rac te r ,  i s  a

developinq or  a  dynamic character  because he undergoes a

great  change.  Stephen changTes f rom a bel - iever  to  a non-

bel - iever  because he is  desperate wi th  h imsel_f  for  be inq not

ab ]e  to  be  who l l y  f ree  f rom h i s  sexua l  t emp ta t i on .  s tephen

rea l i zes  tha t  ho  r -annn1-  ̂- o tec t  h imse l f  f rOm h i_s  SexUa l

temptat ion,  he might  someday commit  adul tery  again.  one s in

w i f l  r u in  a l l  t he  ha rd  work ,  wh ich  he  has  done  to  re ] -ease

hlmsel f  f rom his  s i -n .  Think ing of  how everyth ing that  he

has done wi l - l  be ru ined someday by one fa l_se act  has ru ined
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his  sp i r i t  to  keep. .on h is  repentance.  Stephen beqins to

doubt  h is  re l ig ion.  s tephen begins to  quest ion the meaningr

o f  t he  Euchar i s t ,  t he  ex i s tence  o f  God ,  and  whe the r  t he

cross real ly  represents God.  This  happens because stephen

is  hopeless and he has nobody to  brarne but  h imsel f ,  so he

b lames  God  fo r  neve r  mak i -ng  h i s  l i f e  eas ie r  f o r  h im .  F i r s t ,

S tephen  b lames  God  fo r  nak ing  h i s  f am i ry  poo r  so  tha t  he

has to  l ive in  pover ty .  Second,  s tephen b lames God for

be ing  so  fa r  f o r  h im  to  reach .  s tephen  has  repen ted  f rom

h is  s in  bu t  he  does  no t  f ee l  t ha t  he  . i s  ge t t i ng  c lose r  t o

God ,  i ns tead ,  he  i s  j us t  s tuck  i n  h i s  end l -ess  repen tance .

Then ,  t he  p r i es t  o f fe rs  S tephen  to  j o in  the  p r i es thood

a f te r  s tephen  a r ready  fos t  h i s  f a i t h ;  however ,  S tephen

pre fe rs  to  be  an  a r t i s t  ra the r  t han  to  be  a  p r i es t .  s tephen

is  no t  i n te res ted  i n  re r i g ion  anymore .  The  p r i es t  comes  to

stephen at the t ime when stephen has al-ready become a

here t l c  and  e rn la ' i nq  fn  q fephen  abou t  re l i g ion  when  S tephen

has  a l ready  l os t  h i s  f a i t h .  Tha t  why  the  p r i es t  f a i l - s  t o

pe rsuade  S tephen  to  accep t  t he  ca l l  t o  be  a  p r i es t .

cons ide r ing  s tephen ' s  l i f e  base  on  the  ana rys i s ,  t he

wr i t e r  conc l -udes  tha t  S tephen  re fuses  to  j o in  the

pr i -esthood not  because he wants to  be an ar t is t .  For

s tephen ,  be ing  an  a r t i s t  w i l l  g i ve  h im  a  sense  o f  f reedom

that  s tephen th inks wi l l  arso make h im f ree f rom his  s in .
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There fo re ,  S tephen  fee l s  more  sa fe l y  i n  an  . . a r t i s t  wo r . l - d , ,

ra ther :  than the pr iesthood.

F ina l l y ,  t he  thes i s  w r i t e r  a l - so  conc ludes  tha t  non -

ber iever ,  which makes h im/her  doubt  the church 's  dogma and

nakes  h im /he r  a t  l as t  abandon  h i s  re l i g io r rT  c6 r r  eas i l y

i n f l uence  a  pe rson  who  j - s  no f  . s f  ron . r  i n  h i s /he r  f a i t h .
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